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> THE Christian Monitor is composed under the patror- 
' age of sundry ministers of the gospel, who, desirous of 
- promoting the common cause of christian piety and mo- 
| rality, have united for the purpose of publishing, quarter- 
_ ly, tracts, sermons, prayers, meditations, and whatever 
'™may have a religious use in the faniilics of their respec- 
tive parishes. 
This first number is limited to prayers and medita- 
_ tions. In composing it their aim has been, to express the 
> feelings of a religious mind on different subjects, and in 
|) different circumstances, and te raise them to a higher 
|g tone by the assistance of “ acceptable words.” 
| _ It cannot be thought, that a work ef this kind has 
~) been undertaken and pursued without prayer for the di- 
4 | vine blessing. To what extent such prayers have been 
y » answered must not be vainly anticipated, but judged of 
_ by the actual result 6n the hearts and lives of readers. 
‘Tf the followin manual_of devotion shall be the instru- 
pment of enkindling penitent feelings in the heart of the 
sinner ; of eandsting any of the numberless sorrows of 
aan in this changeable state ; of quickening the zeal 
@ and devotion of the righteous ; and of assisting less in- 
fe pein christians in the discharge of social and private 
_ worship, its design will be answered. 
4 f As to the tenets of different sects, it has been in this 
. , and will be in the future numbers of the Christian 
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8 PREFACE. 


Monitor, a constant object to ‘avoid every expression 
which might be construed into contempt for private 
opinions. Conceiving it not necessary to true devotion 
to belong to this or that communion, that we may save 
some and edify all, such language will be carefully 
avoided, as may indicate whether the writers and com- 
pilers worship at Gerizim or Jerusalem. And is not 
such a design just and proper in a devotional and prac- 
tical work, which is intended to display the sfrit of reli- 
gion, rather than its theory ? If we agree in the expferi- 
ence of religion, is it so essential, as some think, that 
we unite in the belief of the same doctrines and observy- 
ance of the same exterior rights ? The decision of this 
question we willingly rest with those, who have humble 
and mortifying views of the weakness of the human un« 


_derstanding, and the influences of education upon our 


opinions, pursuits, and practice. We will only subjoin 
a serious’ recommendation to all religious heads of fami- 
Hes, and others, to improve on this work of prayers and 


meditations by adding to it, from the fund of their own 


reflections, such other prayers and reflections, as are 
suited to subjects and occasions not here mentioned ; as 
also to alter and accommodate what is here published 
to minute shades of circumstances, all which, if we 
should attempt to embrace, the world would not con. 


tain the bcoks that must be written. 


We can anticipate but one objection to the design of 
this work (though there may be many to the execution) 
viz. “that there are books encw of the kind.” .Ad- 
mitted : yet we will assert, that this is no reason e 


gainst publishing more. -Old books will be negiected, 


when hew ones would be read. There are also varia~ 
tions in language and in the taste of readers, which 
render it useful that the same subject be in a dress 
somewhat “varied. But the very ground of the objecs 
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PREFACE. | 9 


ean is. disputed. There are not books enow of prac- 
tical religion. Let the whole number that exists be 
| estimated. Let a.deduction be made of those not to be 
| porch Examine the book shelves in religious 
' houses. We solicit and urge those who have leisure 
| and religion, to increase the pwblick stock of devout 
, } practical manuals, and in the mean time offer our hum- 
q ) ble services, with only one request, that they, may be 


= used for a short time with an umprejudiced mind, and 


be lodged. fora while in the closet with Henry, Watts, 
Enfield, Scougall and Merrivale, or made to supply: the 
absence of these excellent authors. 


eae 


















PREFACE TO THE PRAYERS. 


THE prayers which follow are adapted to subjects, 
characters, time, and circumstances. Some arrangement 
ef this sort. is necessaty to aveid repetitions, and it can 
Tequire a small share only of labour and ingenuity to 
combine from different prayers those parts, which may 
suit any particular person or occasion. To avoid repe- 
tition in the prefatory parts of prayer, we have express- 
ed: only such adoring thoughts, as are immediately a- 
dapted to the praises and petitions which follow ; it de- 
serves consideration however, whether, in our actual 
addresses to the throne of grace, a longer preamble be 
net decent and edifying. All embellishment is pur- 
| posely avoided, except such as is furnished by the lan- 
guage of the sacred scriptures ; it is better to touch by 
a well pointed stroke of persuasion, the devotion of the 
heart, than to please the imagination. As iron sharp. 
eneth iron, so may this little work sharpen the counte- 
nances of our religious friends, and be the means of 
turning the faces of many towards heaven. It is not in- 
tended, by-publishing forms of prayer, to dictate what 
any one shall] say in his devotional exercises, but to 
assist him. Christian Reader, we resign you to the 
guidance of your own discretion ; choose, add, omit, 
alter, as you shall see fit. And overlook the imper. 
fections of what you here read, for the sake of the good 
which you may find, and which is intended. 
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EXHORTATION TO FAMILY WORSHIP ; 


| ADDRESSED TO PARENTS AND HEADS OF FAMILIES. 


Christian ied 


% IN offering to the pitice the following’ de- 
|) votional’ tracts; the €ditors ‘have ‘contemplated’ the 
| respectable character whith belongs to you, and 
“ the important duties of your station in society. 
) Families are primary societies, in which are taught 
“} and learnt the elements of self government, and in 
“" which the seeds of future peace, order, and hap- 
| piness are sown. ‘Your power and influence’ are 
~ immense. ‘Your authority is more absoiute, than 
| that of any civil government ; your children and 
' domesticks are clay in your hands, in such a sense 
as to create a high degree of responsibility. In 
“— providing food and raiment for your families, you 
'@ do indeed discharge a part of your duty to them ; 

 yct it is a small part merely ; and to be convinced 
al how small, reflect and compare the conveniences 
of this mortal life with the interests of the im- 
“j— mortal soul. ‘The size of this book will not ad- 
7 ‘mit a full enumeration of your duties, and the 
"7 many tender and solemn considerations, by whic] 
“i they are sanctioned. This exhortation wil! there - 
[pF fore be restricted to one duty, viz. that of fami/y 
9 Worship. Every argument which is or can be pro- 
























12 EXHORTATION TO 





desea for publick worship will even more str ongly F - 
ie enforce this. Family connexion is more intimate, BD orchi 
| | the domestick tie is more strong, than any other ; atin 
il and consequently the effect of its general regulations Hija. mc 

| must be great. ‘Fhe united) prayers of a family, @ oe ofl 

| in particular, where the. intercourse ‘is constant, and Ma ractis 

\ only one common intérest appears proper, ever prove Fieact. y 
delightful:in the exercise, and useful in the effect. [Hh verlo 


‘What shall we say to enforce this neglected duty ? # ings 0 
Our ‘saviour has encouraged us in those words to our S; 


his disciples, “* I say unto you, that if two of you Hiipre z/ 
shall agree on earth as touching any thing they shall # strang 
ask, it it shall be done for them of my father who is Hi go not 
in heaven. For where two or three are gathered | christi 


‘together i m my naine, there am I in the midst of # we-are 
them.” “Can any reason be urged against apply- 1% preate 







to the family circle? Domestick @ every. 
tles in families the face and spirit of re- mily t 
Tigion. “3 this, children are trained from infancy @ prayer 
to habits of devotion. The other members of a (@ must: 
family are furnished with time and opportunity for % of Go 
- reflection and devotion, and if any are evil and de. [@§ then : 
bauched in their inclinations, though not reformed, | heave’ 
they are at least checked and restrained from loosc ff thy-w: 
indulgence. Family worship prepares for that which {i be. pr 
is more publiek. Persons accustomed to appear in (M food; 
the small congregation of a family, can with more | Give 
readiness, attention, and zeal, repair to the services of jE | shall « 
the church, and‘ join with expanded’ affections of @ let us 
piety and beneyolence, the assembly of christians. 



















Y WORSHIP. 







/ ct every householder then account the domestick 
| vorship of God a part of his daily business, his best 
¢ fii against the temptations of the world, and 
€ most promising means of strengthening in himself 
and others a religious spirit. Is this duty generally 
practised or not? Upon inquiry into the state of 
Pifact, will not the reflexion be obtruded, that men 
"overlook, forget, and fail to acknowledge the bless-_ 
Giings of heaven?: Were there noi ten cleansed, said 
sour Saviour when he healed the lepers ; but where 
Mare the nine? There are not found, save this 
iistranger, that returned te give gloryio God. We 
"do not mean rashly to decide as to the proportion of 
ichristians who worship God in their families ; but 
}) weare permitted to express a wish that it was much 
‘greater, that every house was a Bethel, and that 
§ every householder would resolve for himself and fa- 
mily to serve the Lord. _Is there not daily . call. for 
@ prayer and praise? Suppose we live this day, we 
must derive our support as heretofore from the hand 
© of God, and we ought to live tohis glory. Letus 
j then say in the morning, Our father which, art in 
q heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth asit is in heaven. If life 
® be prolonged, it must beby the ordinary means of 
| food; shall we not then say to the preserver of Me€Ny. 
' Give us this day, our daily bread. If we live, we 
| shall offend God, and others perhaps will offend us ;. 


: fo chen daly py, Forgive us our trespasses, as. 

















































14 VINDICATION OF 


nally, rejoicing:that God is and reigneth, it becomes 


man daily to utter those words in which is compriz- 7 
ed the foundation of all our choicest expectations, || 
Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for- 7 


aver and ever. Amen. 


BC Gin eeet 


THE USE OF FORMS OF PRAYER VINDICATED» 


Luxe xi. 1. Lord, teach us to pray as Fohn a 
also taught his disciples. Jesus complied with | 
this request. © But what was the necessity of this |] 
7 be! 


~ teaching? What deficiences and imperfections dic- 
iated the request, and made it expedient in our sa- 
viour to gratify it? “We will not attempt to answer 
these questions with reference to the disciples; but 
with respect to mankind at large, it must readily be 
confessed, that they need to be taught to pray, 2s 
to the matter, manner, and spirit of their 

Ist. Who does not need instruction as to the 
matter? Let us consider the several parts of pray- 
er. Adoration : here we need to be instructed in 
the divine ‘perfections, and cleansed from erroneous 
or inadequate ideas of the divine character. And 


the correspondence of the soul with its MAKER will 
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we forgive them that trespass against us. As lonz 7. 
as we live in this world, there will be sins easily be- “7% 

setting us, either through the force-of evil example, 
or inward-depravity ; foreseeing this, ought we not | 
daily to:pray, Juead us not into temptation. And, fi- 7 
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FORMS OF PRAYER. 


“be more or less perfect and improving, as we con- 
4 te more or less justly of the divine attributes. 
It is indeed to be remembered, that God is incom- 
WH prehensible ; but there is a comparative perfection 
Fin our knowledge of him, the higher attainments in 
7 which discriminate those who are taught to pray 
. from the ignorant. It is farther to. be considered 
that, praying with fulse‘@pprehensions of God, we 
7) shall confirm, not cure, the moral diseases of our 
“iq characters.. 
7 _Itis another part of prayer to'conress- our ’ sifts. 
| Here we need previous instruction how oft, and in 
i how many ways,.we offend. When instructed in 
Wm our foilies and transgressions, we shall utter forth 
7 with becoming fervency ana contrition our con- 
@ fessions of evil desert, take shame to-ourselves,.and 
' be humble before God. . : 
| Petition makes a ae of prayer Some things. 
it is improper we s l pray for; wither things we 
should ask for with odie but for pardon and 
alge the whole strength of ou 
‘im it is needful to ‘3 
fre it Cxtendine similar remarks to 
Ssgiving orgs iateactesion, let it be sudjained, 
it is not asserted,. thet complete knowledge is 
poate to devotion. and acceptance with God. 
4 ' The most indispensable qualification in religious 
q ai is fh It must however be admit- 


btion is; accessory and instrumental. 
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to the acceptable discharge of duty, and that the j 
enlightened mind will be exercised in the various | 
branches of prayer most eve to itself and | 
others. 3 
2. We need to be taught to pray in regard to | i ; 
the manner, viz. language and method. A defi- 77 :.. 
ciency on this point is not indeed of the first mag- 
nitude, for we may pray cordially and oes | 
and raise our hearts to God in desires and wishes | i 
without words ; still, some weight i is to be attached [am * 
#8 the manner, more especially in social prayer. | 
When we pray with and for others, we should give (7 ™ 
good heed to find and set in order acceptable words. (7 ‘ 
These should be few,-simple, and easy to be under- | 
stood by those who join with us in worship; they [7% cori 
should be grave and decent, neither old, nor obso- [7 
“Tete, nor of modern growth : they should not breathe pei 
a sectarian spirit, nor be borrowed from philosophy |] - 
or skeptical divinity ; but copious in ideas, express- 
ing and exciting fervency. Neither nicely uniform, 
“nor affectedly various, the language of devotion 
“should be. that, which is dictated by an acquain- 
tance with God, ourselves, and the sacred scriptures. 
‘The manner of prayer involves the consideration of 
method. Design and arrangement are here both 
decent and useful. The God of order can never be 
pleased with those spiritual sacrifices, which are 
mingled together in a confused manner. The 
avoiding of frequent repetitions and roving digres- 
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I sions, and the assortment of similar subjects under 
“one head, are equally dictated by reason, piety, and 
a taste ; the consideration of which:evinces the use of 
Weinstruction. 

“= 3. But the most important: article on which: 
||| {teaching is needful, js the spirit of prayer ; on this. 
_ point: our saviour particularly instructed his. disci- 


al f ples, when he subjoined to the form of prayer which 


ihe gave them, the words....[/ ye. forgive not men: 
‘their trespasses, neither: will your father. forgive 
f you. No.circumstances of manner can be of any 
| importance, when compared. with the temper and 
; disposition which dictate and accompany our pray- 


3 "2 er. Humility and, seriousness: before God, sin- 
_ |} cerity and kindness to. men, are great. essentials. 
(i And. nosone has eyer: learned. to pray,. who is not - 


) primarily. and deeply: impressed:«with the question, 
‘@ “* What manner of spirit am I of ??” 

: In. these. several views, the disciples. might 
need. to. be. taught how to: pray ;: or if they 
® cid not, it is certain that we do.. To promote 
yy this end, the following manual of devotion is com-- 
s9@ posed. In doing: which we have the concurrence 
“9@ of the-wisest-and best divines,. who; in every. age 
= of the church, have laboured: more or. less-in this 
_ Way;;. it may. serve particularly.to remove any pre. 
judice. against. a work of this kind, to remark the 
_ opinion of Doctor Watts, than whom no person less. 
needed 1 — how to pray, nor has writtema bet~ 

B- 
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ter book for the instruction of cthers. (Vide Guide 
to prayer, 53 page.) He adduces the following ar- 
guments on the subject, ‘‘ that Christ indulged his | 
disciples with a form, in the infant state of christian- 
ity; that some among are so ignorant, 
that they cannot well express their desires in prayer; | 
they had better use the help of others’ gifts and | 
composures, than not pray at all; that although § 
some may have sufficient gifts and utterance for se- § 
cret addresses, yet when they are to pray before 
others, they need either dexterity and fitness of ex- 
pression, readiness of utterance, or-confidence to 
use those abilities which they have; that it is pos- 
sible some bodily distemper, or sudden distraction, 
may befal such as are otherwise able, which may 
becloud their minds, weaken their memories and 
arts, that they may be unfit to express 
themselves in extemporz conceptions.”? He con- 
cludes, that in "the cases aforesaid, forms may be 
profitable. It was not however his idea, ‘nor is it 
ours, to advocate a confinement to devotional forms, 
This 1 imprisons the powers whigh God has given 
us for improvement; it promotes a cold formality, 
and leads into danger of hypocrisy and mere lip 
service. There is a middle way, between entirely 
depending on the sudden motions and suggestions 
of the mind, and being entirely restricted to a set 
form of words. The intent of this manual, is to 
direct christians in a_path between these extremes, 
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FORMS OF PRAYER. 19 


t were desirable that nome needed instruction how 
i pray; > it must be confessed at present, that such 


J exists. We request of christians to use our 
, and all others that may come in ‘their way, 


r,s aches nomauntaa tagline Seiaas 
| Bey te own minds. An the mean time, let us 


> in earnest to the throne of grace, 


we may be instructed ‘tovorder our speech al- 
sande before'God; that in every prayer we 
y be enriched with holy thoughts and desires, 
a C deer scinedvng em suited to the duty in 


ay caw matter, and our 
paucsbe like the pen of a ready wie: and 
aen we know not what to pray for as we ought, — 
at his spirit may assist our infirmities, and that the 


: Bvords of our mouth may be acceptable in his sight. 


Almighty God, who givest‘to such as ask, and 


upbraidest not, pour out on all flesh the spirit’ of 


ayer; convince men that it is good for them to 


~Wpray and give thanks unto the Lord. May our 
afye ths wait upon thee and renew their strength ; 
a t up. with wings as eagles; may they run and 


ot be weary; walk and not faint; may the loins 
ip choir: nibada be qgit wath-thate Geet sheedi-with o di- 


ine preparation for thy service, YY 
































“AN EXHORTATION TO SECRET PRAYER. 


» Mart. xiv. 23. He went up inte.a mountain 
apart fo pray. This exanyple of our blessed sa- 
viour ought to be imitated; that is, we ought to 
‘worship in private, as well as publick ; to enter into 
our closets or any convenient place of retirement, 
and pray to our Father in secret.. Our growth io 
piety requires constant intercourse with God. And 
a christian life and. character-are supported not only 
by the services of the sanctuary and the exercises 
of domestick worship, but in a particular manner by 
devotion. in solitude. Here we can. be under ne d 
temptation. to hypocrisy ; we can have no disposi- 7% 
tion to display sentiments that we do not feel ; van- 74 
ity 1 must subside, and no motives urge to the affec- 7 8 
| of humility. Solitude is also.a place of free. 7 
ian, in- which we can utter many. feelings, not § 
Geoper 3 in social worship ; deplore the.secret sins and — 
infirmities of our characters ;,expressall our desires, © 
and: enter fully into our spiritual state. But to — 
give propriety and effect to secret prayer, it is ne- © 
mage to fix on particular seasons for this. i 

Be they ever so short, yet they ought to. be regu- ab 
lar. ‘The return of particular hours in the day 37% 
should be associated with some direct acts of reli- |) 4 
gion. It may be expedient too, to have a place for 
secret prayer, that circumstances and surrounding 
objects as well as tame, may encourage the return of 
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Ks. | Mfhose ideas and emotions which we wish to excite. 

Our saviour Went into‘a mountain, to one of those 
intai” Mouses of prayer, which were erected in retired pla- 
°d. 82- | es for publick convenience. The taste of every 
ae be ( ¢ may dictate a suitable covert in which to hold 


= Into Fy be ret communion with God. But let this 
ment, place be so retired from human WECERE, BS that the 
vth in 4 > ome may utter with his voice, It will pro- 
And | Gmote devotion to pronounce the words which are 
only | > signs of our thoughts. Language is not only 
FCISCS | q pf use in communicating our ideas to others, but 
er by @ ‘Ips in the private regulation of our ‘own minds, 
fe noe a d enables us in'some degree to fix them onany 
posi- | WBesired object without wavering. It is probable 
"3 am at many professed christians live without secret 
c- ie 
on 





devotion; some who were formerly attentive to this 
“means of improvement, have declined from the ‘use 

» HOF Hef it, and at length wholly neglectedit. ‘'We-would 
s and Gbsk, has not this neglect been followed with reli- 
IFES; | Rious indifference? Let such an experience lead 
It to io the revival of secret prayer. Not only the ex- 
Sne- Temple of our saviour, but that of all saints, invites 
SC. | NRo this practice. It is a source of rational pleasure; 
gu “2 means of improvement. Whoever has learned it 
ay -f pwill never complain of his time as a burthen,. His 

reli. |) Menjoyment in leisure and private hours is provided 
¢ for (iMor ; and when he mingles with the world, its vari- 
| ous characters and concerns, no impression will ef- 
mol i face that of piety. Rejoicing in the consciousness 


EXHORTATION YO 


_of that presence, which is every where extended, he 


is always supported under care, sorrow, and fear, by 


-the kind spirit of that God, who hears, the ravens 
when they cry unto him. 


Ye parents and guardians of youth, enforce by 
your authority our instructions. Say to your 
children, when they are about,to be removed from 


; od inspection and care,#‘ Pray daily to your 


7 
é 
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ather in heaven; when deprived of the benefit of 
our watchful solicitude and advice, supply the de- 
ficiency by repairing daily to the throne of grace, 
and implore the protecting care of God. Let no 
transient indisposition prevent compliance with this 


‘advice. The repeated discharge of duty will make 


‘Itpleasant to you ; and when our eyes are closed in 
death, you will recollect with filial gratitude these 


-eounsels, and recite with mournful pleasure the 

_ (time and manner in which they were given, How 
~ salutary the effects of such parental tions ac- 

companied with no more than ordinary tokens of 

_ sincerity and affection, The idea of secret deyo- 

tion has no necessary alliance with superstition and 


;énthusiasm ; it is placing ourselves in a situation 


favourable to reflexion and devotion. Fellow mor- 
tals and fellow christians, turn your thoughts at 


‘stated times fram earth to heaven; retire from the 


world ; eat the bread of life; clothe the nakedness of 
your immortal souls ; and be alive to God. 
















| Almighty God, d; todeiae us with a becoming re- . 
gard to the example of Jesus Christ thy Son ; ail 
f that he hath said, and all that he hath done demand. . 
| ing imitation, may we do and be obedient. May: 
we follow all his pious practices, and be assisted to 
perform the duties of publick and private. wor- 





q | ship, with the same holy: motives and affections, 
. by which he was actuatec Thou hast said unto 
» us, Seek ye my fate’ We would devoutly re. 


ply, Thy face, O Lord, will we seek. “ste . 
© us from the folly and guilt of those who cast off 
§ fear and restrain prayer before thee ; and at what- 
© ever time, and in whatever place we draw near 
|) unto thee in acts of religion, may not our hearts 
be far from thee. Pour out on our nation, on the 
‘church, on ali the inhabitants of the earth, the 
“aGSp oe of prayer and supplication, and with accep, - 
re ce may they bow before thee, the Lord their: 
4 ! met Se cote ; 
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ADDRESS. TO YOUNG PERSONS. 
Young Friends, 


» . Tue devotional exercises of this little book 

)) Were composed and are published, though not with 
: a sole, yet with a particular, view to your improve- 
“Ment. We would lead your thoughts to God, fur- 

| ish you with suitable addresses to the Father. of 

BP, teach you to pray, and form in you a regu» 
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lar habit.of devotion.. If you have. ever seriously 


thought on the subject of religion, you must be. 


impressed with a conviction of its importance. If 
you have never considered the obligations of reli- 
gion: and virtue, be. persuaded to delay no longer, 
and accept the invitation to accompany the authors 
of this manual through their prayers and. medita- 
tions. 

.. The influences of religion to direct and com- 
fort, are needful in every age and condition. ‘The 
worsh*:: of God:is an. employment worthy of the 
humana faculties ; reasonable in itself, and produc- 
tive of the most: excellent. fruits: ‘The cheerful 
spirit of praise becomes the day of prosperity; a.de- 
vout confidence: in the divine government the hour 
of adversity;  and:a regular intercourse with our 
Fatherin heaven, whilst it gives: tranquillity to the 
soul, renders: effectual to moral. improvement, the 
methods of his discipline in this state of trial, and is 
necessary to prepare for, the services and happiness 
of heaven. This intercourse is recommended to 
youth by-reasons of peculiar force. You must ac- 
- knowledge the propriety of devoting your best days 
and most vigorous powers of mind and heart to 



























God. Will you devote to him the imbecilities of 4 | 


sickness or age? Will you think of living to. this 
time on the. bounty.of divine providence; and. feel 
and .express;no. gratitude to your benefactor, no 
obedience to your: supreme lawgiver, no homage 














to your sovereign ? Besides, _ uncertain is 
life ; what pressimptuous wickedness is there in 
delay; and how frequently are its fatal consc- 
quences experienced ! 

Young friends, be not enslaved by your pas- 
sions ; make an early choice of God as your por- 
tion; pursue that conduct,which your own reason 
and the word of God pronounce to be honour- 
able and safe. Jt is a dreadful thing to live every 
moment liable to death, estranged from him, 
who is the fountain of life, and still more dread- 
ful to die with forebodings of his displeasure. 

Whoever is insensible of the value of relig- 
ion, is ignorant of the nature and condition of 
man in this world. Harbouring passions within, 
destructive of virtue and peace,...besét with al- 
lurements from without,...surrounded by a host 


of enemies opposing our permanent good,...our 


temporal and eternal happiness depending on vic- 
tory ;...who can be safe, without throwing him- 


self into the all-powerful arms of God? He 
only walketh surely, who lives by daily prayer 
and meditation, and daily commits himself to the 
gracious custody of God, that he may be kept 
from falling, and hereafter be presented faultless 
before him. ‘ ‘The fear of the Lord is the be- 
ginning of avisdom, and the knowledge of the 
holy ene is understanding.” ‘Worship him to 
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whom belong all issues ; lift your ‘thoughts on 
high ; extend them forward ; estimate the value 
of the objects within the reach of man; be as- 
sured, if any objects merit eager pursuit, they are 
piety, purity, and love. 

May almighty God direct all your inclinations, 
prosper all your resolutions, hear all your prayers, 
open your eyes to the light of truth, and sanctify 
all your affections ; and render this small tract of 
réligious exercises an instrument of awakening 
m his service ! 


THE PROFIT OF PRAYER. 


What profit shall we have, if we pray unto 
tim? Job xxi. 15. Answer. Prayer begets 
and preserves right affections towards God, and 
promotes obedience to his laws. It tends to es- 
tablish religious fear and love in our hearts, and 
strengthea the principles of moral goouness. 

Penitential prayers promote humility, and for- 
tify against temptation. Prayer in affliction gives 
consolation and support. Intercessory prayers in- 
crease benevolence, and strengthen the impres- 
‘sion of social obligations. If the question, What 
profit ? be still repeated, we ‘answef,...Prayer is 

acceptable to God, and efficacious to the attain- 
ment of our desires and ends. Prayer is a natu- 





OF PRAYER. 


ral expression and a suitable: testimony of our 
regard to God, without which we cannot ex- 
pect his aid and blessing. He has instituted a 
connexion between asking and receiving. De-. 
vout supplication is the established channel 
through which heavenly benefits are conveyed, 
and it is a proper reason why our wants should 
be supplied. No one ever continued instant in 
prayer without an experience of profit. Some 
of the benefits of God’s common providence are 
indeed bestowed without being asked for ;_ but 
there are many more which depend on. prayer-. 
~ It is a remarkable fact that Jesus Christ prayed. 
_ Though all power was given unto him, in hea- 
ven and earth, though he was.without sin, and 
full of wisdom, yet he. prayed... His example is . 
to be imitated, and his authority will convince 


every disciple of a: profit to he capoeira from... 
this ; ‘mutation. 
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FIRST PRAYER. 
Dictated by reflecting on the Divine Character. 


O THOU who hearest prayer! Unto thee 
shall all flesh come. In the name of Jesus Christ 
we approach unto thee, the most high God, and 
giver of all good gifts, with the tribute of our 
praises and supplications. 

We adore thee, the incomprehensible God, 
whom none by searching can find out to perfec- 
tion; the king eternal and immortal ; the same 

y, to-day, and for ever; the omnipres- 

spirit, from whose presence none may flee 
and hide themselves ; the omniscient God, whose 
eyes are in every place; the all-wise creator, 
without any counsellor, whose judgments are 
_unsearchable, and whose ways are past finding 
out; the sovereign lord of the universe, whose 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and who 
doest according to thy will in heaven and earth ; 
the holy One of Israel, who art of purer eyes 
than to behold miquity, and with whom is no 
unrighteousness ; the tender parent of thine in: 
telligent offspring, who doest good unto all, and 
‘whose tender-mercy endureth for ever. May 
our meditations on the adorable attributes of thy 
character be accompanied with an awful sense of 
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thine unrivalled greatness, and have an abiding 
influence on our temper and practice. Hear us- 
now and at all times, when.we attempt to render 


” the homage due to thy name, and engage in the 


worship of thee, the eternal God, of whom, 
through whom, and to whom are all things. . 
‘When we-consider’ that, thou knowest all 


things, and art present in all places, may ,we rc- 


ceive instruction ta: behave with watchfulness. 
Every moment‘of: tithe, and in, every place, may 
we stand in awe of thee; : constantly recollect- 
ing that thou,: who art the present witness, wilt 


‘be the future judge, of our secret thoughts as 


well as visible actions. - 

Being assured that. with’ thee aresallytreas- 
ures of wisdom, may we .be encouraged to apply 
diligently to.the throne of grace for that pure 
and peaceable wisdom which is from above, and 
most profitable .to.direct our paths. . May a con- 
viction of thine. almighty and all-pervading power 
invigorate our: confidence in thy protection, and 
excite us to'commit the. keeping of our. souls 
unto thee in the way of well-domig,-as unto a 
faithful creator, persuaded that ‘thou art. able to 
keep what we commit to thine’ hands. 

We pray, that by contemplating thy moral 
perféctions and excellenciés, the purity, rectitude, 
faithfulness, goédness, and holiness of thy charac- 
ter, wemay become highly solicitous to.imitate and 
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resemble thee, and in our measure and capacity, 
to partake of a divine nature. Wher we reflect 
upon thy detestation of evil, may we receive ex- 
citement to cleanse ourselves from all pollution, 
to be holy in all manner of conversation, and per- 
fect holiness in thy fear. When we meditate on 
thy character, as the righteous Lord who loveth 
righteousness, may our dealings with men be di- 
reeted by the unchangeable and everlasting rules 
of justice and equity. Calling to remembrance 
thy faithfulness, may an hatred of every false way 
be enkindied. within us, and with renewed sted- 
fastness may we walk in the truth all the days of 
our liyes. As often as our thoughts are fixed 
oi that unspeakable goodness, through which 
thou art always providing for the support, im- 
provement, and happiness of thy creatures, pity- 
wg their failings and imperfections, and forgiving 
their sins, may we be inspired with benevolent 
dispositions towards men, and receive instruction, 
not only to love them who love us, but to do 
‘good to them who hate us ; to bless those who 
curse us, and to pray for our enemies; and by 
this imitation approve ourselves the children of 
that heavenly father, who maketh his sun to rise 
on the evil and good, sendeth rain on the just 
and unjust, and is kind to the unthankful. Make 
us merciful as thou art merciful, holy as thou 
art holy, and perfect as thou art perfect; and 
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grant, that by daily progress and patient continu- 
ce in wel: doing, we may finally meet in” Zion 
above, be gathered to the general assembly of the 
7 first born, and be permitted a nearer approach to 
‘7 thee, our God and the judge of all. Now un- 
a _ to the king eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 
= | wise God, be honour and glory Se ent end 
7 ever. Amen. | nail. Sabie | 


/ 
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SECOND PRAYER- 





; A paraphrase on the Lord’s prayer; in which the expres 

1 sions of that concise yet comfirehensive model are en- 

' larged ufion, so that the young and unearned may use 
it more intelligently. 

’ Our father who art in heaven, the source 

5 of all life, the parent: of all intelligent beings, b 

it whose inspiration we have reeeived understar 

> ing! We beseech thee to look in mercy from 

Q 


heaven, the habitation of thy holiness, upon us 
thy dependent children. Fill us with the-spirit of 
prayer and supplication, and may we serve thee 
with reverence and godly fear. Grant that we 
may receive the adoption of sons, and fashion 
ourselves according to his example, who hath 
called us with a holy galling. May we be con- 
_ formed to the image of him, who was and is ia 
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Inspire us with due veneration of thy sacred 

majesty, and in piece word, ,and action, may 
we hallow thy name: and, O that thy name 
might be hallowed among the.heathen ; and may 


all the gentiles glorify thee for thy mercy, and re- 


joice together with thy chusen people. 

Almighty king of kings, Jay thy kingdom 
come. May we demean ourselves as obeciient 
subjects of thy moral government,. and render a 
cheerful and universal compliance with thy laws. 
And may thy word have free course and be glo- 
rified, till every thought shall be brought into 
obedience to thee, and the kingdoms of this 
‘world become the kingdoms of the Lord and his 
Christ, ‘and all people, nations, and languages 


~ serve him, to wim thou hast given dominion 


and: glory. 

Heavenly father, behold here we are. . It is 
the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good. 
‘May thy will be done concerning us “and by us. 
And ‘may this submission from thy creatures on 
earth be as sincere and constant gs it is in heaven. 

F orasmuch. as the blessings of this world, as 
well as that which is to come, are in thy hands 
and at thy disposal,. we offer up our requests un- 


"to thee for. such supplies ‘of the. good things of 


this life, and. such .a disposition to enjoy them, 
as thou in thy wisdom knowest to be best for us. 


Give us this day our daily bread. Bless our 
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substance, and prosper the labours of our hands. 
Give us neither poverty nor riches. Feed us 
with food convenient for us. Having food and 
raiment, may we therewith be content. 

But above all we beseech thee to pardon the 
great and numerous sins and follies of our past 
lives. Forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. From thy forbearance exercised towards 
us may we learn to suppress every emotion of 
anger, and to moderate our resentments of wrong 
in respect to those who have injured us. We 
would forgive one another, even as thou, through 
Jesus Christ, hast forgiven us. 

Lead us not into temptation. In all our con- 
flicts with the flesh and world, may we have those 
assistances needful to prevent our falling into sin. 
We beseech thee to fortify our minds, to carry us 
safely through every trial, and guide us in the 
paths of innocence and integrity. May thy grace 
be sufficient for us, and thy word abide in us, 
and may we come off conquerors through him. 
who hath loved us. 

Deliver us from evil; save us from our sins; 
and redeem us from all iniquity. O God of our 
salvation, defend us from all our enemies. Re- 
move from us the way of lying; incline our 
hearts to thy testimonies. Cleanse us from se- 


cret faults, and keep us back from presumptuous 
sins, 










GENERAL PRAYERS. 


O thou, who art’ great, and greatly to be 
praised, we address with confidence these petitions 
to thee, believing that thou art able to do exceed- 
ing abundantly for us, even above what we can 
ask or think; for thine is the kingdom, che 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THIRD PRAYER. 
Por improvement in the christian virtugs and ; graces. 


O ruov, who workest in us to.wilk and to 
do, and who desirest truth ia the inward parts, 
we,would worship thee: im siticerity and truth, 
with perfect hearts, and: willing minds. _ Grant 
us to. escape their guilt. and.doom, who have a 
‘name to live, but yet. are dead to the power of 
godliness. To. this. end, do thou give us that 
entire subjection of soul to thee, which will 
lead us. to-the exercise of the graces and vir- 
tues. bécoming the children of God and the dis- 
ciples.of Christ. To fervent desires and sincere 
resolutions ef serving thee according to thine 
own will, may we add stedfastness and _perse- 
verance in the way of well doing. Listening 
‘daily. to the invitations and warnings of wisdom, 
‘May we manifest continual improvement. O 
that it were more our delight to keep thy com- 
mandments,...to use the price put into our 
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hands to get true wisdom,...to avoid every evil 
example and way,...and that we could weep for 
every transgression with a bitterness fruitful of 
repentance unto salvation. 

We pray for stedfastness in all our religious 
purposes, and deprecate that transient goodness, 
which is comparéd to the morning cloud and 
early dew. Prevent us from backsliding im our 
hearts, and being again entangled and overcome 
by those pollutions, which we may have once es- _ 
caped. Cleaving to thee, and holding fast that 
which is good, may we endure unto the end. 

Inspire us with holy perseverance in resisting 
‘every assault of temptation, and in performing the 
work assigned us. Clothed with the whole\ar © 
mour of God, and laying aside every weight and 
sins which -easily beset us, may we run our race 
with zeal and patience, and continue faithful unto 
_ death, always looking unto the authorvand finisher 
>) of our faith. : 

Be May we grow in prace. FE orgetting: the 
‘things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
_ those which are before, and always abounding in 
e the work of the Lord, may we press towards ‘the 
je mark forthe prize of the high calling in ‘Jestis 

| Christ, and aim at daily advancement in the divite 

| life. 















s Increase our delight im thy law, and direct our 
examination of the sacred scriptures. With a 
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just solicitude may we ask for the old paths, and 
inquire what we shall do to be saved. Excite 
our diligence in reading, meditation, and prayer. 
Preserve us from following the multitude to do 
evil : arm us against the influence of corrupt 
society ; may our choice of companions fall upon 
such as fear thee and keep thy commandments : 
fortify us against the enticements of sinners : and 
prevent us from entering the path of the wicked. 
We acknowledge our sins and iniquities, and 
remember our evil ways. We desire to possess 
that contrition of heart which thou wilt not des- 
pise. Renew us mm the spirit of our minds: lead 
us to unfeigned repentance and reformation, and 
to-forsake all evil ways and unrighteous thoughts. 
May we cultivate that godliness which is prof- 
‘itable unto all things, enjoy that well founded ex- 
sectation of the righteous which shall not be cut 


off, and until we die, not remove our integrity 
from us. Draw us by thy mercies to an unre- 
“served consecration of ourselves to thee, our cre- 
ator and governour. All which we ask in the 
‘mame of Jesus Christ thy son, who gave himself | 
‘for our sins that he might deliver us from the 77 


present evil world, according to the will of God 
“ven our father, to whom be glory, forever and 
ever. Amen, 


gj 
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FOURTH PRAYER. 


Another of the same tenor. 


Armicuty God, merciful Father, and the 
wiver of good and, perfect gifts ! Deeply sensible 
of our own weakness and perverseness, we im- 


plore thy grace to strengthen the good purposes of 
our minds, to rectify the irregularities of our 


tempers, and to form our whole lives by the pre- 
cepts of thy word. Clothe our souls with humil- 
ity, and with the ornament of a meek and quict 
spirit. May we be content with that portion of 
good things, allotted us by thy providence, and 
patiently bear such afflictions as thou in thy wis- 
dom shalt appoint. In the difficult circumstances 
of human life, may we behave with prudence ; 
and order all our affairs with diseretion. © Grant, 
that whilst we are watchful against our enemics 
without, we may not forget those within, and may: 
be assisted to exercise a perfect government over 
ail our thoughts, appetites, and passions. Endue 
us with a holy fortitude that shall be -a sufficient 
defence against the temptations, and support under: 
the evils, of this present world. 


We beseech thee to give us the true knowl- 
edge of thyself in the fick of Jesus Christ, that 
we may love thee with all the powers within us, 


D 
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‘and so fear thy holy name. as to avoid whateveris "7 
sinful ; that we may trustin thy fatherly care to © 
fulfil our reasonable hopes and satisfy our neces. = 3 
‘sary wants :. and whilst we endeavour to conform | * 
‘our wills to thine, may we partake in that pleasing =| } 
“communion ‘with ‘thee in this state, which shall 
give us a foretaste and earnest of those joys, (7 # 
which flow from-thy presence in the world to 7 
‘We implore thine influence to beget within §@ 3 


+> aad 


"usa strong and lively faith in Jesus Christ, that (7% 
shalk quicken. our dutiful regard to-him in allhis 7 
“various characters, “May-his compassion awaken 7 
‘in our hearts the most fervent gratitude, and may | 
this gratitude be expressed -by-obedience to his 77 
commands. ‘Withmeekness:may we receive his 7% 
word, and learn the :heayenly truths he teaches, 
while we followshim,as.an infallible guide and ex- = 7 
ample,’ and comimit-our eternal interests into his = 
hands.as a saviour and deliyerer from the evils of 
May ‘the chatity so fully enjoined by the 
doctrine and persuasively. recommended by the 
ample of Jesus, and: which never faileth, always | 
rule in our hearts, and be expressed by. seasonable i 
acts of mercy, by invariable justice, unleayencd 
sincerity, and universal kindness. May we for. (iy - 
give every offender as we hope.to-be. forgiven of [ie 
thee, and do to others what we would they should Jy 
do unto us, and love our neighbour as qurselves. 
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Increase and govern our religious zeal, and 
while it is regulated by the importance of the doc- 
tines and. duties for which we. contend, suffer not 
moderation to degenerate into. lukewarmness and 
fornulity in things which.concern. the salvation of 
mcn. 
edd dispositions and habits, that we may obtain 
an experimental knowledge of all vittue hutnany 
social, and divine. — | 

And now we earnestly intreat thee to impress 
on our hearts the great principles of eligio 
wrought in us and out whdle lives be governed 
by the maxims of the-gespel:. In every way of 
well doing may we continue~patient to the end, 
looking unto Jesus; the author and finisher of our 
faith, who left us an example of all righteousness, 
that we should follow his’stéps, and as whose dis- 
tiples we ascribe to theé, the living God: and the 
Sale etsy king, dominion and praise forever. 
| Amen. 


FIFTH PRAYER. 
For improvement in Piety. 
O txov, who art greatly to be feared and 


worshipped. with reverence, to whom all hearts are 
_ Openand all desiresare known! We wou!d contem- 
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plate ‘with holy awe the relation we stand in to 
thee, and the duties resulting from it. ‘Thou art 
our unwearied benefactor ; fill us with the spirit 
of thanksgiving ; and may our experience dictate 
that expression of thy servant in time of old, It 
is a good thing to give thanks unto the name of 
the Lord. Many are thy works of wonder and 
mercy ; dispose us to consider all the operations 
of thy hands, and to meditate on the goodness by 
which we have been fed and helped hitherto, and 
received a goodly heritage. 

Thou hast promised to keep in perfect peace 
those whose minds are stayed on thee: . To thee 
would we look as our shield, our refuge, and 
strength ; to thee commit our souls in well doing. 
Though at times cast down.and disquieted, yet we 
encourage ourselves in. the Lord our God. | 

O thou who hast all power, we rejoice in the 
belief that thou reignest and exercisest loving 
kindness, judgment, and righteousness in the 
earth ; and we would thus rejoice, though the 
fig tree should not blossom, and no fruit be found 
on the vines; though the field should yield no 
meat and there be no herd in the stall. Thou, 
Lord, dost chasten men for their profit : May we 
always acknowledge thee under chastisement, and 
the language dictated by each of our hearts be 
this, ‘‘ Not my will but thine be done.” May 
we drink with submission of that cup which thou 
givest us to drink, ° Grant us more of the spirit 
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s | of prayer and praise, of love and obedience. May 
© every rising sun witness our directing our prayer 


_ to thee, and shewing forth thy loving kindness. 


D: Defend us from incurring the guilt of those, who, 
‘through the pride of their countenance will not 


seek after God, and’who, professing to know him, 

| do yet cast off fear, restrain prayer, and impiously 

7 ask, What is the Almighty that we should serve 

him, and what profit shall we have if we pray unto 

a | him ? 

9  ~=Thovwart all excellence im thyself and all good- 
ness to thy creatures; keep our hearts in thy love. 


= Thowart a moral governour, entitled to our entire 
+ 4 obedience and submission; incline us to observe’ 
) = ail thy statutes and judgments todo them. May 
it be our meat and drink to executé thy pleasure, 


7) and to finish every work assigned us, as christians 

and as men. Whatever is done by us, may it 

be to thy glory. Accept this and every sacrifice 

= of prayer which we offer; may the memorial 
thereof not be’ forgotten. 

= _ Now unto him who is able to do exceeding 


©) abundantly above all that we ask or think, accord- 


BE ing to the power that worketh in us, unto him be 
_ glory in’ the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
| ages, world without end, Amen, 


~ 
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SIXTH PRAYER. 
For improvement in social virtue. 


‘O tnov who art the fountain of life and fa- 
ther of mercies! Whilst we look to thee as a per- 
fect pattern of benevolence, we implore divine influ- 
ence to form us toa resemblance of thyself. We 
pray that we may be made merciful as thou art 
merciful, and perfect as thou art perfect. ‘lo 
ehristian godliness may we add the habitual ex- 
ercise of brotherly kindness and charity, and thus 
fulfil the royal law of loving our neighbour as our- 
selves. ‘Thou hast been pleased to place us in 
this world in a state of mutual dependence ; thou 
hast connected our interests, our pleasures, and 
pains, our designs, labours, and hopes: may 
mutual and undissembled love acquire. new 
warmth and vigour in our hearts. May we har- 
bour no thoughts, indulge no wishes, utter no 
words, pass no judgments, enjoy no pleasures, and 
do no-actions, which charity forbids. Strengthen 
our habits of reciprocal affection. Establish be- 
tween us and our fellow-men a constant intercourse 
of goad offices. May we always be disposed to 
lighten the burden of the oppressed; to remove 
the stumbling stone from the path of the blind ; 
to counsel the perplexed ; to befriend the friend- §f 
less ; and may our best efforts be ever directed to J 
advance the cause of truth, virtue, and religion, | 
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.. © of liberty and of happiness. Cleanse our hearts 
4 ; from the defilements of malice, bitterness, anger, 
_ Jand wrath, and may we covet the best of heavenly 
~ * gifts, even that charity which is the bond of per- 
_ | fectness, and the proper evidence that thou dwel- 
| Flest in us. God of justice, preserve us from the. 
‘1/4 commission of any fraud or violence, and clothe us 
with the garment of righteousness. Wilt thou, 
who abhorrest lying lips; keep our tongues from 
ia ‘evil, our lips from speaking guile, and. put the 
law of truth inour mouths, With cheerfulness. 
may we bear one another’s burdens, distribute to 
| the necessitous, and not live to ourselves, and. may 
Fit even be our privilege to save souls from death. 
>= Direct us at all times in the spirit of meckness to 
(restore such as have been overtaken in faults, to 
/ Wdisperse knowledge with our lips, and in all edify- 
; "sing simplicity and godly sincerity. to have our con- 
_ yersation in the world, | | ) , 
» ‘Thou hast forgiven us : may. we forgive oth- 
ers, and never be left to recompense evil for evil. 
_ Dispose us, thou lover of concord, to live peace- 


jj ably with all men; to exercise candour, to shew 
| gratitude to our benefactors, fidelity to our friends, 
mye to scek the peace of our city, to rejoice in the 
: (me giadness of our nation, and to esteem the improve- 
Ment and happiness of man as sources of our chief 
joy. Thou settest the solitary in families: In 
domestick life, may ~e be helpful to each other, and 
experience how good and pleasant it is to. dwell 
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fogether in unity. Assist usto rule well and pro. 


vide for our houses, and both enjoy and commu- | 3 
nicate the blessings of that love, which with a din. |G 


ne? of herbs is better than a stalléd ox and ha. 


tred therewith: Grant that our intentions and 


prayer may be’so pure and fervent, as to profit 7 
those whom! we'cannot reach by works of mercy. | 


We make supplications, universal parent, for the |] 


whole mil of man, and bescech thee to open in | 


évery land an-asylum to distress ; to multiply the 7 iE 
cheering ‘fruits of hospitality and kine ess; to 7 
subdue the unreasonable prejudices and pernicious 
animosities of men; and hasten'the happy time ~ 


when albthe tribesof men shall be brought to the — 
due acknowledgment of thee;'the universal Lord, © 
the éxclusive proprietor in heaven and earth, by | & 
whiose hand we'are fed; whose mercy is our hope, (7+ 
and whose’ strength is our salvation. : 

‘Unto him who loved us and washed us from © 


euf-sins in his‘own blood; and*hath made us kings _ BR 


and priests: to God; even his Father : To him be 7 


glory, anid dominion, forever and ever. Amen. 


Ce Se 
“SEVENTH PRAYER. 
Adapted to the sole mnities of death and jutlement, 


O rHov, who art the wise lawgiver and. the 
righteous judge of men, the rewarder of those who 
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seck thee, and who wilt bring into judgment ev- 

pro- a - 
mu. 
din. (Ge 
Bx: 1 devoutly inquire, in thy sacred presence, 
what manner of persons we ought to be in all ho- 


and | 


work, whether good or evil! Being often ad- 


Imonished of our mortal state by the death of oth- 


, and looking for judgment after death, we 


“Why conversation and godliness; and offer up our 


nin fae 


time . 


othe @ 
ord, @ 
4 by & 


a 


3; to (aa 


itions on the weighty concerns of time and 
« ity. eT Gee ; | 

Thou hast decreed that death shall be the cer- 
ain lot of all men, so that no one has power over 
spirit to retain the spirit : wilt thou teach us 


ightly to number our days. Direct us seasonably 


ious aah 


io work the. works of .thee, our proprietor and 


i 


Lord, who hast :placed us here for trial, and. to 
pcquire an habitual. readiness for the hour of our 
mieparture. Since our days are like grass, and 
ope, ‘Wethere is but a step between. us and death; may we 


cy 


ee 
Fauve 
ky 
from / 
* G 
: 


jot boast ourselves of to-morrow, nor look. for- 
yard to a more convenient season for repentance 


amendment. Now, whilst it is the accepted 


ime, we would mind the things belonging to our 
yeace, and earnestly seek and pray that we may be 


| | 0 d without spot, and blameless, 


_ Thou hast revealed a day in which thou wilt 
udge the righteous and the wicked, by that man 
byhom thou hast ordained to bring to light the 


@nidden things of darkness, and make manifest the 


bounsels of all hearts : may we realize the majes. 


. and terror of this day of i inquiry and sentence 4 
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and so pass the time of cur probation, that when 
the Lord shall come with clouds, and every eye 
shall see-him, we may lift up our heads, because 
our redemption draweth nigh. 

_ May. Qurexpectation of death and judgment 
produce, soliriety, circumspection, and diligence. 
May it b€\a commanding motive to the practice 
of,sincerity, justice, charity, anc pious resigna- 
tion. Help us duly to watch every thought aris- 
ing, in. out minds, every word proceeding from 
our. mouths, and every action we design to per- 
form. At :no time may our hearts be overcharg- 
ed. with: sensuality and the cares of life, and so 
death: come upon us at unawares. May our cx- 
pectations relative to futurity deeply solemnize 
our thoughts, opinions, and affections ; and abate 
our inordinate concern for present objects. 

Thou hast tauglit us, O God, to. consider 
ourselves a8 servants, entrusted with: the effects 
of a master who is in heaven, ard who in a little 
time: will eine to recken with us: excite us to 
@ more diligent improvement of our time and 
talents: May we éagerly embrace and faithfully 
use all the means, abilities, opporttinities, and ad- 
vantages afforded’ us for doing good in-our day 

and: péneration. 

OQ thow whese judgment is according to 
truth ! Make-our hearts sincere ; 90 that we may 
lové without dissimnlation, speaking always with- 


out guile; performing what we promise, and act: 








hen 
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'® for,divine excitement in the denial of 
waa tress and every worldly lust, and in fiw 


i. ae ey oipeyoe 0 for thou art 


greater than our hearts and knowest all things. 


~ Fill our souls withan awful-sense of thee, the wit- 
* ness and the avenger of all fraud, who wilt not 
‘} suffer the unjust and rapacious to inherit the king- 
+ dom of heaven, and from whose all-searching eye 
‘§ there is no darkness nor shadow of death, where 
J the workers of iniquity may hide themselves. 
® May our hearts be inclined to acts of mercy and 


i kindness, to give and forgive, being impressed by 
® these solemn truths, that if we forgive not men 


their ie were neither wilt thou forgive our tres~ 


® passes ; and with what measure we mete it shall 
Z be measured to us again, and: with what judgment 


we judge we shall be judged... May it be our 
support under all: the upjust censures and. re- 


| proaches of the world, that innocence wall hereaf- 


ter be cleared by thee, who seest not as than seeth. 


Almighty God, who givest power to. the faint, 


and grace to help-in every. time of need ! Wepray 


r 1g soberly, 







| Btighteously, and piously im the present world, so 
@ that in the-endwe may have the inexpressible joy 

of hearing. ‘those words, Well done; good and. 
} faithful servants. 

_ And now will the God of peace sanctify us 
prnclly, and preserve us blameless unto the com- 
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ing of our: Lord Jesus Christ, and present us fault. @& 
less before the présence of his glory with exceed. | 
ing joys To the only wise God, our saviour, be | 
glory and, majesty, dominion and power, both @ 
now and ever. Amen. - 2 


© ten 
EFICHTH PRAYER. 
Thanksgiving, 


Ever blessed God, in whom all. goodness 
dwells, and from whom all blessings flow, the giv- 
er of every good and perfect gift! We come be- 
fore thee, affectionately to acknowledge thy mer- 
cies, and utter the memory of thy manifold bene- 
fits. With wonder, veneration, and ; joy, w ould | 
we contemplate thy nature, which is love and 


goodness itself. Glory be to thee, O Lord, who %@ 


always dispensest the wisest and fittest good to the | 
whole and every part of thy creation. . Thou giv- 
est to all life, breath, and all things, and the earth B& 
is full of thy riches. Whilst we would be filled 
‘with admiring and delightful thoughts of thy dif- | 

fusive benevolence, rejoicing with gratitude that 
thou art good to all, and thy tender mercies are 
over all thy works, we acknowledge ourselves 
bound in a peculiar manner to bless and praise 
thee for thy care of thy rational offspring, and thy 
wonderful acts .of loying kindness and mercy to 
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‘GBNERAL PRAYERS. 4a 
_-the children.of -men_ and tous, who now call on 
thy name. By Jesus: Christ, we desire. to offer 
the sacrifice of praisetothee, our God, and sing of 
| thy righteousness. ‘We give thanks for the com- 
mon bestowments of thy providence, and.for spe- 


cial interpositions, adapted to our particular cir- 
cumstances and wants. “ We give thanks for tem- 








7 poral favours, for spiritual. privileges, for pri- 


vate mercies, and for tthe share we have had in 
publick blessings. ~ "Thou didst create us in thine 


own image, and of thy love hast preserved us 


hitherto. Thou hast covered us from our birth, 
and in this world of sin and fear made us to re- 


joice. After rvfreshment in the night, and expe- 
riencing the sweetness of sleep, our eyes have 
been opened, and we have felt thy loving kindness. 


_ in the morning. From day to day thy holy visit- 
ation has given us support and tranquillity, where- 
fore shall our song be unto thee, and our prayer 
unto the God £ ig our lives. We bless thee for 


= exempting us from sore sickness, for raising us 
from the bed of languishing, for refraining to chas- 
_ ten with pain, for preserving our limbs sound and 
_ perfect, and rendering our whole condition in this 
; world so comfortable and happy. 


degree the strength of our memories, the clear- 
_hess of our understandings, a ; 


In whatever 
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We thank. thee that we have not been left, with. 
out checks and rebukes, to follow: the dictates of 
corrupt nature ; but have derived many advanta- 
ges for being wise and good from. our loving par- 
ents m-our-education ; have received many salu- 
tary lessons from the pious ministers of thy word ; 

and found much holy excitement in the conversa- 
tion and example of the faithful. We bless thee 
for inclining the hearts of men to shew us favour, 
and forall the cordial refreshments of friendship un- 
der the sorrows and.perplexities of life ; for the se- 
curity with which we -haye sitten under the shade 
of-our ewn trees, and in the the shelter of our own 
dwellings, and for all the. abundance and peace 
which have crewned our lives... But in an especial 
manner we would magnify thy name for spir- 

itual mercies, and, the provision thou hast made 
for our eternal welfare.. In Jesus Christ, . the au- 
thor and finisher of our faith, thou.hast blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings, and chosen.us.to:salva- 


tion through. belief of the truth, and sanctification i 


of the spirit. In the gospel of thy son thou hast 


éalled us with a holy calling ;. delivered us from | | 


the pewer-of darkness ; translated us into a king- 
dom of light; granted remission of sins to the pen- 


itent; and invited us to partake in a heayenly in- | 


_ hetitance.., We bless thee , for all the effects pro- 


duced under thy divine cultivation....Have any of 
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been preserved from blindness of mind, from 
’ hardness of heart, ‘and-enabled sincerely to rc-. 

> pounce the hidden 'things of dishonesty and the 
ulifruitful works of darknéss, and to bring forth. 
the fruits of righteousness, not unto us, O 


Lord, but unto thy name, we give glory. We 
praise thee for the bread of eternal life, and all 
the nourishment it has’afforded’to our souls. 
Glory to God for the manna from heaven, ‘and 


* the words which minister peace and everlasting 


consolation. ‘With gratefal Nearts would we nc:. 
tice and acknewledge the various means ‘aft? 
helps thou hast provided’ for conducting us into 
the path of life. “We bless thee for the assist~ 
in’, guiding, strengthening, and comforting: in-' 
Auences of thy word-and spirit ; for every oppor- 

tunity of inquiring-in thy temple ; for the ben.. 
efits of counsel, example, and communion with 


the saints ; and for the lively hope, begotten. and 
increased in thine obedient children, of an inher- 


itance incorruptible, undefiled, not fading hy 





_ How many, O'Lordy are thy works'of ier- 
oy! How great is their sum ! ‘What is man, thet 
of him! Surely the Lord: 
is good to the evil and unfaithful. We humbly: 
pray for the continuance of all our ‘blessings ; 








Let: 
us not be insensibk “of the mercies, by ‘whieh 
we are encompassed, enlivened, comforted, 
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and redeemed from sin and misery. May 
our experience of thy goodness make us asham- 
ed of our impious anxieties, fruitless cares, un- 
profitable sorrows, and murmuring discontents. 
Whilst we use swith temperance and frugality 
the good things of this life, may we justly esti- 
mate the price put into our hands for getting re- 
ligious wisdom.and durable riches. Incline us 
to hear, and.receive with meckness, all thy word. 
And having the exceedingly . great and precious 
promises of the gospel, may we become partak~ 
ers of a divine nature. i 

Grant, O God ! that we may be transform- 
ed into a:resemblance of thy mercy. May we 
extend our good wishes to all begs capable of 
happmess ; and regard ali our fellowmen with 
unfeigned benevolence and compassion. May 
we esteem it our most worthy employment, and 
our most exalted pleasure, to be fellow-workers 
with thee in doing good and preventing evil. 
To our labours and benefactions in behalf of our 
brethren of the human race, and of the christian 
name, we would add, O universal parent, and 
God of all comfort, our fervent prayers. We 
intercede for the whole family of man. We 
pray that all thy afflicted children may have pa- 
tience under their afflictions ;\ may find a heal- 
ing virtue in their sorrows, and in thy due time 
and manner be. delivered out of trouble. 








ae 
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Whilst we rejoice before thee in all the pros- 
perity of mankind, aad in every contribution 
to their welfare, we pray for such.as feel the: 


4 want of the blessings which we enjoy. .- In every- 


house may the barrel of meal-and eruise of oi 
be filled, and the open hand of charity be ex- 
tended to every one who is waxen poor, and 
fallen into decay. Send-medicine to all diseased 
m body, and cause the tear of sympathy to con- 
sole every one whe is'troubled in mind. Say 
to the mourning sinner,’ Be of good cheer,, thy 
sins are forgiven thee.. Séatter every cloud, 
which disturbs ‘the tranquillity of the upright ; 
avert the tempest which’ is ready to break upon 
the weak”; and® create in every heart the. joy of 
thy salvation... 

Shew unto all men the presumption, folly, 
and “guilt of ‘disobedience to thy laws. Take: 


. from the hands of the cruel the instruments of 


destruction, and subdue those passions whence, 
wars and fightings proceed. May the whole 


' human kind unite in’ the acknowledgment of 


thy providence together, praising thee for thy 


goodness, and obeying thy laws. 
Almighty father ! have mercy on the gener- 


ations of men; for they are passing away. Have 


mercy on thy children, whe are hastenihg to the 
grave. ‘Thy favour is life, and thy loving kind- 


A : ness is better than life, And‘ now we prostrate. 


B2 
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our souls before the throne, and worship thee 
our God, saying, Amen : blessing, and glory, 
and wisdom, and. thanksgiving, and. honour, 


and power, and. might, be unto God, forever 
and ever. Amen. 


¥ 


NINTH PRAYER. 


Intercession. 


Atmicuty Gon, the common father and 
benefactor of mankind! ‘Thou hast instructed 


us in thy holy word, to pray for all men with 
the assurance, that such a sacrifice is good and 
acceptable in thy sight. In testimony of our 


respect to thy injunctions, and our love towards 
_ thy rational offspring, we come into thy pre- 
sence with intercession for all the members of 
thy family here on earth, and particularly we 
intercede in behalf of the ‘tick of the land in 
which we were born and educated; of those 
who rule over us ; christian ministers ; schools 
of learning; our own neighbourhood, friends 
and. connexions; the sorrowful and afflicted ; 


and all, in every condition, whether near to us 
or afar ‘Off 


~O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh! 
Accept the ei 2 $ our desires for the 
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) whole human race.’ May thy kingdom of truth 
> and righteousness be more and more extended. 
and confirmed ; and primitive ‘christianity be’ — 
©] propagated im every part of the world." That 
© thy word may have free course and be glori- 
"7 fied, wilt thou check those errours cnd corrup." 
_™ tion: which tend to obstruct its ‘pr 
|) power. Dispose men toa rational inquiry into 
_@ thy holy will. May that liberty of conscience’ 
| and right of private judgment, which serve the 
©» interests of truth and agree with the ‘spirit of 
7» our holy religion, be every where enjoyed. . 
_ May every evil work and evil disposition cease 
'@ from amongst men; and whilst they feel the 
comforting’ influences of the gospel, under the 
')) pans and sorrows of this probationary state, 
= may the purity of its laws and the solemnity 
1 of its sanction senna eae 0.09 ae will 
% with cheerfulness and diligence. * 


Compassionate those parts of the earth which 


"© are desolated by pestilence, war, or famine ; 
_ and extend thy saving pity to those. portions of 
) our race, which are immersed in idolatry, ‘su. 
i> _ perstition, and wickedness. “Mity all such be 
: | brought to know thee, the only true God, and 
7 Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. “Put an 

ee we beseech thee, to those’ miserits which 


an ambition, ‘the eayy and discontent of men ; 
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aid grant unto all the tribes of the earth the | 
enjoyment of liberty, peace, and erder,. and. | 
whiatever else pertains to:life and godliness... 4 
‘We pray for-the church, the body of Jesus 7% 
Christ, that it may be: cleansed from every thing. 9% 
which werketh abomination ; that it may be a] 
ifi¢dby. the word and spirit of him who gave: | 
himself for it, that it might be a glorious church 
‘without spot or blemish. May the kingdom of: | 
Jesus be governed by his laws alone, and ‘not: (73 
by the inventions of men, and a final period be | 
put to all persecuting principles, all corruptions: 
of doctrine, all uncharitableness of spirit, all de- | 7 
fects and errours in discipline, and whatever is. - 
amiss in practice. May any-who ‘have departed, “7 
from te gey ond stmnplinity: of the: gspel, be: | 
pent, and the seal ef churches: and thlividhials | 
continue, and increase until: christianity’ shail be: © 
restored to its first and purest state.. Thus may 
the religion of heayen,, in all its designs and aims, 
crs constantly. and angre effectually revealing its 
livine energy in the hearts, and minds of its pro-. 
fessors ;, and through them in, the hearts and 
minds of such asare not so. . 

QO thou king of ‘all the éarth, and governour. | 
among the nations ! Protect.and-bless the land) | 
which gave us. birth, and the government. un-. 
der ‘which. we live.- Perpetuate. the posses. 
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the- ; sion of our civil, aad gcligious privileges, and 
and. (= may that. righteousness: be. spread among us 
~ which exalts a nation, ‘May. not the voice 


: | of profanity be heard in our, streets, and may 


esus. 
hing. A 
 lying,envy, or covetousness, be fors aken, 


save | Unt tho, mayest delight: 10 bless usandedo’ us 
arch: | ve 
| of, thy providenee, dqetranqulliey ‘that our pas- 


A of: & 
not: 


every crying sin, whether it be adultery, fraud, 


_ + tures may be clothed with flocks, and our vallies 
= with corn ; that the voice of health may be heard 
in every habitation ; and.that we may rejoice in 
de- |) deliverance from the hand of ll our enemies, © * 
r 1s. _- 
rted, |") ment, and thou, who. art higher than the: high- 
iye-. 
uals: 


Thou, O Lord, hast ordained civil govern- : 
est, dost behold from thy throne both rulers and 


3 people. May the engheet tice 6 obedi- 
7 ent unto the laws, as good subjects, and may 
_» the rulers exercise their authority with 
and prudence, seeking the peace: and hay yf nes ; 
; i of society. May our lawgivers discern the = 
portant interests of their country, and labour to 
serve them with boldness’ and. integrity. May 
? those, who are entrusted with the administration 
i} o& justice, judge righteous judgment, and ap- 
_ | prove themselves in the sight of thee, who art a 
7 righteous Lord and lovest ri s. May 
_ our executive bea terrour to evil doers, and an, 
_ acouragement to them who do well. And may. 
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all the members of the community, who are dis- 
tinguished. by worldly wealth, honour, or pros. 
perity, be, solicitous to recommend religion and 
virtue by their exarnple, and promote them by 
. O God, from whom all holy desires, al! 7 
gocd counsels, and all just works do. proceed! | @ 
We intercede for all. the teachers of. mankind, | 7 
and particularly for those-wko minister in holy | 
things, that they may be furnished well. for the 
good work.of gpening. men’s eyes, turning them 
from darkness to light, and from the pewer of 
sin unto. God... May, they exemplify christian, 
faith,, charity, and purity. to the christian flock in [7 
al}: their conversation. .By holiness of ,lifeyand 7 
xcelleney of doctrine,: may,.they save them.. 7 
oss ang Re hear them, Not ashamed, 7 


a idin . and ‘seasonably dispensing the, | 


Is of lez Teach the teachers of 
SC that they shall instruct their charge as 
e able to. bear ; dispose all perso ms en- 
ith the solemn business of ao, to 
l and diligent ; to watch over the con- 


Za ung Pee J instil into them 
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dis. 7% ‘thou open the:minds:of the rising generation to 
ros. | receive knowledge ;» to”’entertain ‘such “ senti- 
and = ments, and to cherish such habits, as may secure 
by |@ their reputation and usefulness in’ the world, and 
excite in the dying and aged a hope of ‘improve- 
all (9 ment in the state of society and condition of man. 
ed! | ‘Thou, O God; hast united us toeach other 
ind, a 4 ‘by the ties of natureand intimacies of friendship : 
holy ||| we pray for this neighbourhood; for our friends 
the | ~% and connexions’; that the things may be pursu-' . 
hem [9% ed which make for peace and mutual §edifica- 
r.of [| @ tion ; and with enlarged feelings may each ‘one 
stian, [3% seek, not his pilates 0rd Bus ale the things 
k in [9% -of others. © 
,and. |. Creator and’ preserver of all tahkind 1° We 
em-. | humbly beseech thee forall Sorts and conditions of 
med 9 men. Grant protection'to those who journey by 
em- eS land; and preserve such as do. prone on i the 
_ by (3 water in storms and t s ¢ restore 
the 7% and strength those: who languish with « 

‘} support under the distress of nature pio ee 
gon | expect the hour of: travail : plead the cause of 
so ie the fatherless and widow : - be a refuge to the 
e 2s J oppressed : and. if any draw near the gates. of 
en. death, may they find a refuge in thee, and may 
m to thy comforts animate their souls. Giea 
con- | We present our supplications to thee, father 
them [gm of mercies, for all. of every. cl ss who are afflict- 
‘wilt, JM ed in body, mind, or,estate, and commend thea 
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to thy paternal care: satisfy the poor with i 
wipe away the tears of the oppressed: O, re- | 
store light and comfort to those who have lost the | 


bread : hear the sighing of the prisoner, and 


use of their reason ir any instance or any degree : 


O, inspire the dejected with cheerfulness: above [@ 
all, we'pray thee, endue the sons and daughters of | @ 
adversity with the spirit of wisdom, patience, and | @ 


resignation, so that thei: present afflictions may 
prove the happy occasion of their greater future 


glory. 
We acknowledge thy kind providence, and 


praise thy name, merciful God, for raising up : 


benefactors and comforters to men. Prolong 
the days and the usefulness of those, who arc 


distinguished for their compassion and diligence : 


in healing the wounds and binding up the brok- 


en hearts of ‘their fellow mortals. Multiply the ( 4 


imstruments of benefaction to the souls and bod- 


ies of men. May we behold inary, even in : 


this our day, who shall affectionately spread the 
fruits of thy munificence, who shal! be honoured 
ds instruments in thy hands of feeding the hun- 
Sige, Bg ep Gwe, Gale’ 


tributing to the virtue anid happiness of ten. 
~ “These our ‘ifitercessions and prayers ‘We ‘of- 
fer up unto thee, ‘© God: of love, “in the name 
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vith M% . of Jesus Christ, the image of thee, the ever 
and | . blessed»God, and the-all-sufficient saviour of 
re- men, to whom berglory both now and for ever. 


the § Amen, 


cust 
ee : ‘4 
one TENTH PRAYER. 
'S Ol 


and Fa General Confession. 
tl ‘© . Axmicury Gop, who arta being of spot- 
less. purity and undeviating rectitude, with 
whom is no iniquity, and who canst not be 
tempted. with evil! We desire with contrition 
one fa %@ confess our sins before thee. Awaken us to 
are |. 2 penitent.remembrance of our numerous  of- 
nce [mm fenees; and-make us deeply sensible of the im- 
ok. |a_  Penfection.of our best. obedience. Forgive us 
the @f Our trespasses ;. confirm our resolutions of a=: 
a ‘} mendment; and may the act of self abasement 
‘n upon which we now enter, promote, the turning 
he of our feet unto thy testimonies, that we may 
ced | be the objects.of thy mercy, displayed in Jesus: 
(a3 Christ, our mediator, Because thou art God: 
“te (a 924 not man, we. thy undutiful children and. 
® disobedient subjects, are encouraged to seek. 
thy forgiveness ; and pray to be delivered from. 
the power and condemnation of sin.. Pardon 


and 
up § 
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emission and commission ; our sins against 
thee, against. men,..or,ourselves, Cleanse us 
from. secret. faults, and keep us back from pre- 
sumptuous transgressions. — 

All nature, even in her most hidden recesses, 
is open before thee. Thou searchest our hearts 
and. knowest our thoughts afar off ; and all dis- 
guises of hypocrisy are vain with thee. Mark 
not against us our perverse thoughts and rea- 
sonings ; and enable us to serve ‘thee im all’ the 
purposes of our minds, sah cial with 
eonstant diligence. 

Thou hast made nlite mouth, and distin-- 
guished him by the faculty of spcech. Thert 
is not a word on our tongue, butlo thou know- 
est it altogether: and thou. hast warned us that 
by our words, as wellas thoughts and actions, 
we shall be justified or condemned. Have we 
uttered any words reflecting dishenour on thy 
name, or ‘tending to corrupt er injure. those 
who have heard us, we acknowledge our guilt, 
and implore thy forgiveness, Enable us in fu- 
ture. to guard the door of our lips. So write the 
law of truth and purity on our hearts, that we 
—— a from slander, falsehood, 

and profanity; and that no iniquity may be 
found in our mouths. 

Thou hast revealed a day in which thow: wilt 
render to every man-according to the deeds done 
in the body: how often have we done the 
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things which we ought not to have done! For- 
give, st R ‘at-our--evil deeds; and es: 


ronan il sie! alee noun invaded, or r the 
peace of society disturbed. 
We mnie Meeereanane te ere 
omission. We haveleft undone the things which 
we ought to have done. ‘We have been unprof- 
itable servants, and barren of good fruits. We 
have known to do good, and have not done it. 
Invigorate our zeal in the active discharge of the 
duties resulting from our abilities, relations, pn 
circumstances, 
O thou, who wilt be worshipped in spit 
and in truth ! We lament our want of respect to 


|. thy name and word; to persons, places, and 


things consecrated’ to thy service ; ‘and confess 
that when we have appeared ir thy: sacred pres- 
ence, our feelings and deportment’ Lave often 
been unworthy of the selemm and holy office in - 
which we professed to engage, Inspire us, we 
pray, with an habitual fear ‘of offending’ thee, 
and an unretitted desiré’of doing what may be 


pleasing in thy sight. “May we stand i in awe and 


sin not. 


Thou author of" our: social connexions, in 
whatsoever instances we have PO 


of justice and mercy, we thiploré th forgivi 
love. ‘We desire .to exercise an iitieceitil 
affection towards our fellow men; to rejoite in 
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‘every opportunity of increasing their happiness ; 
to. be ready in performing the lowest ofhices of 
humanity,»and in forgiving the greatest injuries. 
Wilt thou assist our feeble desires. "We would 
be humbled in thy sight, that we have so much 
offended in the duties relating to ourselves. Pre- 
serve us from harming ourselves ; from pervert- 
ing our faculties; abusing our privileges; and 
despising our immortal souls. . Forgive what- 
ever thou hast seen in us contrary to the precepts 
ef sobriety, temperance, and charity. 

.Make us to know and forsake our secret sins ; 
and let not a deceived heart turn us aside. If 
we have deluded ourselves with the hope of im- 
punity, because we have escaped the inspection 
and censure of men, and. have hidden iniquity 
im our own bosom, wilt thou make us ashamed 
of our impious folly, and show us mercy. A- 
waken. ys.to,consider that no arts of concealment 


can, obstruct thy, perfect vision, or cover our 
"transgressions from thy searching eye. 
Whatsoever iniquities we have forgotten, 
wish yet are still known to thee in all their cir- 
cumstances and aggravations, wilt thou gracious- 
ly forgive ; ; and inspire us.with a cordial detes- 
tation of those corrupt principles and affections, 
from. whence they proceed. Forgive and keep 
us back from presumptuous _ transgressions. 
Save us from the punishment of that servant who 
knew his Lord’s will, but prepared not himself 
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4 todo it. We trust we have sore knowledge of 





























of the way of righteousness: deliver us from fall- 
S. ing into the aggravated condemnation of those, 


id § who, thus- knowing, do-yet turn away from thy 
ch 6 sioly commandment... 

- | ‘We remember before mie our sim in not 
ad «= sonation. > Peogiie lb aa dieccetdats seit repin- 


it- (7 ings, under the allotments. of*thy providence. 
ts | 9% Although our days ef health are more numerous 

|» than the moments of pain-and sickness; though 4 
S the years-of plenty exceed: in. number, the sea- in 
If [i sons: of drought and? famine ;' though: we have 
n- §f rainy friends and: Sewenemies 3 though. a multi- 1 
on § tude of consolations. have been‘ found out’ and j 
ty {9% provided for the removal of single’ sorrows’ | 
ed though: a larger price is put into our hands to | 
A- (3 get wisdom. than: we have hearts’ to’ improve, 


nit yet we are prone to. make unréasonable com- 
ur plaints against our condition inthis world. By 
duly considering: the many days in’which thou 


Renner Aintree varihd Neeebientayten — mere oo 
ee eee Si eat é, ~ poem 





nN, 9% givest us food convenient for us, and the nights: | 
ir [ in which we have enjoyed: refreshing repose ; | 
18- by considering the raiment with which we are ip 
23- cloathed'; the comfort’ of our habitations, the se+ 4 
1S; curity: of our possessions ; and above all, by: | 
ep Be duly valuing the exceedingly great and'precious. i 
on | promises of the gospel, and’ the lively hopé i 
ho which: it begets: within: us, — | 
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established in a. firm and -ancreaSing conviction, : 
that thou art good to all, and lovest us witha 
parental tenderness. 

O God, the father of heaven! have mercy 
upon us miserable sinners. May we sincerely 
and, effectually,.turn from every evil way, and 
partake in their blessedness whose transgressions 
are covered, and. who are the subjects of thy par- 
doning love, manifested by. Jesus Christ. Be- 
hoid.us. in. thy. well-beloved son: look thou 
on, the face of thine anointed. Vouchsafe, O 
thou righteous, yet compassionate sovereign ! to 
number. us with the proper objects of thy fargiv- 
ing) mievcy,.and to grant us an interest in that 
redemption from. the penalty of sin, which is pro~ 
vided in the gospel. 

_ When we commend wnl- to thy for- 
siveness, we desire to forgive men their tres- 
passes against us. . We would be sensible, that 
we cannot entertain the hope of any favour from 
thee, whilst we refuse what. we ask of thee for 
aurselves to our fellow men. 

_ And now wilt thou graciously teach us how 
oft we offend. Create within us new and clean 
hearts. We humbly resolve wherein we have 
done amiss to do 3o.no more. We implore 
thine aid in living soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world, so that we may become 
prepared for that better world from which all de- 
filement is foreyer excluded. Dest thou make 
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comforts and hopes of true repentance ? we will 


us, O God, to feel the-burden of sin and- the 
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plead with thee for all, who are alienated from 


® thy favour by wicked works. We beseech Wo 
- to convert those who make a mock of sin ; 


bring into: the way of life everyone orl Ha 
erred and is deceived. Grant unto mankind a 


| just sense of the obligations of religion and jus- 
» tice, charity and purity. . Mayall profanity, 


fraud, and cruelty be banished from - the earth.. 
Dispose men to inquire impartially after the 
truth....and when: they have discovered, to re-: 
ceive it in love....and when they have received, 


| toobey it in heartand life. . We mourn on ac-- 


count of every instance of vice and misery.. 


May thy ——s voice reach the wandering. 
May the c repent be every where in- 


| stantly obeyed. Myth be holy deliverer out of. 


Zion not only turn away all ungodliness from 
Jacob, but speedily bring in the fulness of the: 
gentiles. And, O righteous Lord ! who lov-- 


est righteousness, who ‘art of ‘purer eyes’ than-ta 


_ behold evil, and canst not look with’ any compla-: 


— on iniquity, we rejoice in thine excellency: 
and give thanks at the remembrance of thy heli« 


hess, and ascribe unto-thee, the only’ wise’ God 


(saviour, glory, majesty, dominion, and pow- 


. £ ¢ p44". 
+. Se away 





GENERAL PRAYERS. 
——— 
BLEVENTH PRAYER. 
A general’ firayer. 


. Anmrcmpr God, our maker, preserver; 
and: benefactor §; Wie would acknowledge thee in. 
all our ways; andievery day devoutly implore thy 
direction: of our paths. . Wecome into thy more 
immediate presence, solicitously: inquiring what 
manner of persons we ought to be, and earnestly 
praying that we may behave in a manner becom- 
ing thy: character, becoming our. relation to our 
fellow-beings, and suitably: to the nature thou 
hast given.us. ) 

. As. thou, QO: Lord, art possessed of the: high- 
est:excellency: and! perfection, art. greatly. to. be 
feared:and-loved, and: the:source of all the good 
enjoyed: by: thy: creatures, may) the purest and 
best afiéctions of our hearts be directed to thee. 
As; thou:,dast, exert, thy power in: union with 
geodness-and: wisdom, may we trust in thee with 
all‘ eur. hearts; and: asquiesce in thine appoint- 
ble;, may; we reverence-thee, nor vainly: attempt 
to. search, out. fully thy: ways -and: thoughts. 
Thou art: holy.and righteous, faithful, and fall of 
mercy.+ may we imitate thee, and bs perfect as 








pre ag weet 






68 
Almighty father of the human family ! ‘Thou 
hast formed us for social intercourse : may we 
not offend and injure our brethren. ‘Inspire us 
with due respect to the life, liberty, and posses- 

*) sions of others. And as’ we’ feel delight ‘mn all 
T; | expressions of esteem and kindness toward our- 
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in | selves, may we shew candour, affability, mercy; 
hy |= tendemess, and ‘hospitality to others. We de- 


re | sire to live quietly in ‘our ‘stations, “peaceably 
iat § et ee eee 


n- “Thon feiier! of wi Bodie, iat Milena 
ur i our spirits! “(Assist us. to cultivate’our under- | 


ou jf _ standings, to estimate with impartiality the mea- 
sures of truth and falsehood, of right-and wrongy 


she andto regulate all ouraffections and appetites: .May 

be §@ our love and our hatred, our joy and -our grief; 

od «= =—sbe measured by the nature and value of objects. 

nd. May every lower power of» our natures be 

ee. _ brought into subjection to the law of the mind, - 

ith and may the things which are true, lovely; and 

ith —B@ pure, excite the greatest férvency in thought, 

int- and diligence in pursuit. iat Bye 

1Si- | Preserve us from ‘6Vérlooking ap sin or in- | 
npt firmity ; rectify whatever has been amiss in our il 
ats. temper or conduct ; and forgive all our viola- 


of a tions of thy law. May we experience a care- 
t as. fulness to do nothing reproachful to humanity, 

or unbecoming our relations. Excite our love . 
and fix our adherence to that which is reasonable 
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| sc and. whensoever we may deviate from 


the path, of:duty and happiness, wilt thou merci- 
fully. hasten our reformation, Preserve the 
peace.and: tranquillity of our minds, invigorate 
our, attention te the one thing needful ; direct 
Our eyes to the sanctions of thy holy law. And 
by all the methods of reformation and improve- 
a Ragan Acme 

> those righteous persons, whese path, like 
shining, light, shines more and more unto 
the perfect day. When thou ‘shalt. remove. us 
from, this state, may we be united to the spirits 
of the just seade penfect, and: partake of the hap. 
_ pamess of the wine and good, in that world where 
oerend sorncer. shall be unknown. 

Our father; who art in heaven ; hallowed! be 
dpamiies’ Phy kingdom come. ‘hy will be 
done im-earth, as itis in heaven. Give us this 
_ @ay our daily bread, And. forgive us.our debts, 
_ ‘asiweforgive our debtors. And lead us not inta 
cana sesame For thine 
1S en and: the-glory,, 
fie ever. Amen, — 
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ethene neal and incomprehensible Fchovah ! 
By thy boundless. power, before time began, 
thou didst make innumerable worlds for thy glo- 
' # Bee Tite of Sig Willem! Jontys 
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ry, nd. inoumerable ondere of beings for thei 


7m. 

ci. | Thine infinite wisdom enables thee 
ihe | to know, ancithy goodziess::prompts thee to dev 
ate sire, whatsoever may be for the gomedia 
ect | provement:of the universe. 

nd | We,. thy creatures, vanish into: wiles - 


ve. |@@ -fore thy supreme’ majesty; every hour we feel 
be 9 our weakness, and. every day. we have occasion 
sda to bewail our vices,.and te acknowledge our fol- 
ato 6 ly: We approach and, adore thee. with awful 
veneration; we. thank thee with fervent zeal ; 
we praise thee with wonder and. astonishment 3. 
- we submit to thy power; ‘we. implore the pro- 
oe | tection. of, thy. goodness 5 ane chaprTiny waly-en 
i thy wisdom. 

tbe fe “Sasi ieee itr penodive diate te 
--istence ;.on. exerting our. neason.,.we discover 


us 
rits 


| be 

— © thy attributes; and by a ray: of; sacred light — 
bs, ie within thon hast. revealed thy wil, Wilt-thouw 
into graciously. hear the prayers of thy creatures, too 


f ignorant to conceive, and too depraved to:pursue 
@ the means of their own happiness. ..We humbly 
") Supplicate thee to remove-from us:that evil thou 

- hast permitted for a tithe to exist, that the ulti- 
mate good of the whole may be complete; and. 
to secure us from that vice which thou. sufferest. 

to spread, snares around. us, that the triumph of 


hine 





_ our minds with the perception of all useful truth¢ 
lustil into our hearts the spirit of benevolence ; 





CENERAL PRAYERS) > be 


Virtue may: be more. conspicuous... Enlighten: — 
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give understanding ‘to the foolish, meekness to 
‘the proud, fortitude to the timid, hope to such 
as’ despair, patience to those in pain; thy power- 
ful aid to those in danger, comfort to the afflict- 
ed, relief to the distressed, salutary food to the 
hungry, a plentiful stream to the thirsty. 
' "Thou weighest the spirits. May it please thee 
not to impute our doubts to indifference, or our 
slowness to believe to hardness of heart : be in- 
dulgent to our imperfect natures, and with thy 
heavenly fayour supply our defects. In our social 
es and retired devotions, if our prayers 
be foolish, pity us, if presumptuous, pardon, if 
accéptable, grant them. With our living voice 
and dying lips we would express submission to 
thy des és, bless thy dispensations, and adore 
‘thy providence. To whatever state thou may- 
st raise’ and place us, may we continue to 
praise, to venerate, to obey, and worship thee, 
through gt without number, and ages with- 
out end. 
‘Our father, who art in heaven ; hallowed be 


thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on ‘earth, as it is in heaven, Give us this 


day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
Sisenns ta ate And iead us not into 
. "ki but deliver us from evil : For thine 


> Kir eae and the glory, 
“Amt : 
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h PRAYERS ADAPTED TO PARTICU- 
-. = LAR TIMES. 
ct. Sen acme 
he 
FIRST PRAYER. 
71€¢ 


yur | Por the Lord’s-day morning, 


in- @ ALMIGHTY creator, governour, and ben. _ 
thy efactor of men, the God of grace and censolation 
cial in Jesus Christ! ‘With grateful and humble 
sa joy would we hail the return of this day conse- 
, if FM crated to the special exercises of piety, the in- 
Ce BF structions of religion, and the outward worship of 
n to thee our God. We bless thee for the institution 
lore [RB of a day of sacred rest, a day set apart from 
May - worldly cares and employments. May it bea 
> (0 Hi good day to our souls, and may our improve- 
hee, ment in christian virtue be answerable to the 
vith- greatness of our privilege. Help us, in the ser- 
vices of domestick and publick worship, to lay 
aside all foreign concerns, and so sincerely to 
worship thee in spirit and truth, so carefully to 
attend to the notices of thy will, that we may in- 
crease in divine knowledge and comfort. May 
a our sentiments, words, and actions to the 
enc of this. day be holy and unreproveable in thy - 
sight, May the spirit of devotion attend us to 
G 
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ies PRAYERS ADAPTED TO 


the house of prayer, and accompany us in all its 
exercises. . There may we imbibe more worthy 

.. apprehensions of thine adorable character, of thy 
providential care, and redeeming loye. Renew 
us in the whole spirit of our minds, and:‘may we 
not be forgetfulhearers, but doers of thy word. | 
Preserve us from resting in the appearance and | 
outward profession of religion. May the piety 7 
of our fellow worshippers inflame our own hearts, 
whilst in-union “with them we bow before thee, 
the most high-Ged. 

We rejoice before thee in the anticipations 

exCited by this‘morning of rest to the multitude of 
our fellow christians. With thankfulness and 
delight we contemplate them released from bur- [ 
densome employments, from ‘the fatigues of | 
business, and the solicitudes-of domestick_ life, 
and exalting their thoughts ‘to thee; seeking 
from communion with thee that happiness which 
can be-derived from no other source. May this [ 
day preduce and preserve among christians, of 
whatever fold, just reflections and pious resolu- | 
tions. May it contribute to the diffusion of 
knowledge, the advancement of social order, and 
the spread of the glorious gospel. 

_g* O Lord ! we are thy servants, bound to give 

rte that which cometh from thy hands. We 

* would this morning consecrate ourselves to thee 

_ with the deepest solemnity, resigning to thee 

, those hearts thou hast formed for thyself, surren- 
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from thy laye. / 

Thou callest us this day to%attend. to the 
things, that concern our everlasting peace.. Lead 
us toa salutary knowledge of our moral’ state 
and religious character: ‘ Acquaint us with what- 
soever may have hindered our-christian progress, 
or remains to be done im order. to increase our 
attainments, and‘ perféct our graces... 

With prayers for ourselves, we offer suppli- 
cations for all, who name the name of Christ. 
Let thy spirit enlighten and strengthen thy ser- 
vants.in the gospel ministry. May thy word, 
which they deliver; have free course. In their 
addresses to thee, and to the hearts and under- 
standings of men, may they affect and edify such 
as hear, and may thy service be prospered in their 
hands.. May ignorance, errour, and vice, every 
where yield to the light of knowledge, ‘the con- 
viction of truth, and the progress of primitive 
christianity, and thy name be known in all the 
earth, and the whole world be filled with thy 


glory, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


dering up all our posséssions to be used as thy’, 
law directs, and may nothing ever separate us | 
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PRAYERS ADAPTED TO 


eNO 


SECOND PRAYER. 
For the Lord's day evening. 


Y. Our Lord ! how excellent is thy name in 
/ all the earth, just and true are thy ways, marvel- 
: ous are thy works, who shall not love and fear 
thee ! 

In thy favour there is life, in keeping thy 


: sagem there is ie t reward ; much peace 
they who love thy laws, and nothing shall 
‘offend. them. 


Rie praise thee for the mercies of thy holy 
lay, which is now past. May we not abuse the 
means of grace, by resting in them, but. care- 
fully loak to. the. end which they are designed to 
mswer. .May our religious exercises inspire us 
with new gratitude, humility, submission, and 
obedience. _Whatever seeds of truth may have 
this day fallen into our hearts, wilt thou cause to 
take deep.root.and be abundantly fruitful. En- 
grave thy laws on our hearts, and vouchsafe a 
divine regulation of our temper and conduct. 
Forgive any distraction of mind, coldness of af- 
fection, wandering of our theughts, and any im- 
perfections which have attended the discharge of 
our religious duties. 

Thou pure and perfect spirit! We are asham- 
ed to reflect with how little ardour we engage 
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in the work of prayer and praise, and with what in- 
difference we hear the messages of thy grace, 
and the notices of thy will. May our future 
experience of new strength in the performance of 
duty, and new excitements towards christian 
ion, console our sorrows, and calm our 
fears when we recall the things behmd. Pre- 
serve us from being satisfied with the form of 
, and from contenting ourselves with 
any thing short of sincere and faithful obedience 
to thy commands. By the religious pleasure of 
ihe day, which is now past, may we be brought 
into.a suitable frame for tesuming on the mor- 
row our-worldly employments. - Under the gui- 
dance of religious principles may we live through 
each future scene of life usefully to others, com- 
fortably to ourselves, and honourably to thee. 
‘Thus when death shall be our lot, may we eb- 
serve its approach with composure, and from 
this imperfect state pass ito thy presence, where 
there is fulness of joy, and to thy right hand 


where are pleasures for ever more, through Je- 
sus Christ. Amen. 
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THIRD PRAYER.» 
A: morning prayer. 


O rHov great creater, governour, and sup- 
porter of men! Thou dwellest in light, and art 
the father of lights, with whom is no variableness. 
nor shadow of turning ! Grateful for the care thou 
hast exercised over us the night past, we would. 
cheerfully commit ourselves to thy guidance 
through the day upon which we have entered. 
Keep us in thy faith and fear, and secure us from 
every evil of soul and body. Impress on our 
hearts a solemn sense of thy universal presence. 
Preserve us from. any snares and dangers to 
which we may be exposed, and especially from 
are us for new occurrences, whether prosperous 
or adverse, and quicken us in the discharge of 
those duties, which lie before us. We have 
heen secured from harm another night, and we 


see in health the light of this morning. Great is. 
‘thy mercy and faithfulness. May not continued 


peace anc: prosperity make us forgetful of thee, or 
relax our minds and corrupt our integrity. Im- 
pressed with a grateful sense of thy watchful care, 
we desire to. make thy will the law of our behaviour. 

Thou prolongest our lives, that we may at- 
win more and more to the true end of life. May 
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edge, piety, and virtue. May it witness our 
| diligence in that occupation to-which thou hast 
galled us. We desire and purpose to keep con- 


sciences void of offence,.and to abstain from ev> 
ery action offensive te:the eye af divine purity ; 


4 _ but the experience we have had of our frailty 
= = makes us diflident of our strength. Our confi- 


dence is m thy power toystrengthen our faith, in- 
vigorate our obedience, and: cause us to run in 


_ the way of thy commands.. We implére thine 


aid that we may walk before thee this day and 
all the days of our lives. Smile on our endeay- 
ours after improvement and usefulness ; enable 
us to make every day some progress in a holy 
life ; teach us to-feel the uncertainty, and value of 
our days on earth ; and when they shall be num- 
‘ac staan us into.the light and 


tn omtanll 
FOURTH PRAYER. 


Evening. 


: O rnovw infinitely great and adorable ; 
_ ty of heaven and. earth Thou art ever pres- 

ent in all parts of thy vast dominions, and ‘not 
fr from: any ‘of thy creatures, ‘Thou knowest 


























80 PRAYERS ADAPTED TO 


our down sitting and our uprising ; thou com- 
passest our path and our lying down, and 
art acquainted with all our ways. 

> Preserver of men! At the close of another 
day, we would render unto thee our sincere 
and humble thatiks for all the mercies of thy 
providence, by which our lives have been sup- 
ported and rendered happy. Thy sun has 
cheered us with its rays, thy air has fanned 
the spark -of life within us, and by thy good- 
ness we have been fed with food convenient 
for us. In grateful confidence of thy mercies, 
we will now lay ourselves down in peace, as- 
sured that if it be thy will, we shall sleep ia 
safety, and rise another morning with renewed 
health and vigour. Forgive the: transgressions 
of the past day and of all past time. What- 
ever has been amiss in our conduct, or irregu- 
Jar in our dispositions, whatever we have done 
which we ought not to have done, or omitted 
which we ought to have performed, wilt thou 
mercifully forgive, atid grant that our circuim- 
spection in future may be increased. 

Hitherto thou hast helped and sustained us. 
Thy goodness has daily pussed before us. Thou 
hast provided for the necessities of soul and 
bedy, and crowned our lives with loving kind- 
ness. © ‘Fruly. our: hope is in thee, and under 
the shadow’ of thy wings will we put our 
trust. Grant us refreshment this night by 





















her § 
ere :2 


hy 








nd | 





PARTICULAR TIMES. $1 


sleep; may wearise in thy favour, and fitted 
for the duties of the ,day.. May thy mercy 
and goodness. follow us all. ourdays, and may 
we express our. thankfulness . by keeping thy 
commands. We dedicate ourselves unto thee 
as our God.and guide.through life, our sup- 
port and comfort in death, and after death our 
everlasting portion. and felicity. . Wien the 
present succession of days and nights shdll 
cease, wilt thou graciously receive us to that 
state, where we shall serve thee through the 
endless day of eternity .witheut intermission, 


and yet not be weary. 


Holy watchman of Israel! who dost never 
slumber nor sleep; the Almighty, the ever 
blessed and only_potentate, who art able to do 
for us far more exceedingly than we can ask -or 
think ; the king eternal, immortal, and amvisible? 
unto thee be honour, and glory, for ever and ev. 


er. Amen, 


a 
FIFTH PRAYER. 
At the close of the year. 


Ererwat Jehovah! in thee we live, move, 
and have our being ; in thy hand is our breath, 


-and it is of thy mercy that we are not consumed. 


With special expressions of praise to thee, the 
God of our lives, we come into thy presence, 
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and worship at thy footstool ; for thou- hast féd 
us hitherto, and redeemed us’ from evil. We 
return thee our humble thanks-for the mercies of 
‘the year past, 'and- offer up our prayers for the 
‘continuance of those mercies, which have crown- 
ed'this period. Whilst many have been cut off, 
"and have passed into an awful eternity, we are 
syet numbered with the living. Whilst many 
have fallen at our right hand and our left, are we 
escaped, and now stand before thee, monuments 
-of thy kind preservation, ‘and witnesses that thou 
art good to the evil and unthankful. 

Unfiiling source of life and mercy! Thou 
‘broughtest us into the world, and didst place us 
on this stage of action. ‘Fhou didst uphold us 
in the helpless days of ‘infancy, and preserve us 


‘- from the innumerable evils to which we were 


theh-exposed.. Thou madest us to hope when 
awe hung on the breast. . Thine hand unseen has 
led us unhurt through childhood, and: the slip- 
pery paths of youth ; we tasted of thy bounty 
before capable of arises the hand from 
whence it came. 


With every returning year thy mercies have 


been multiplied upon us. ‘Thou hast been with . 


us in six troubles, and in seven thou. hast not 
forsaken us. Often hast thou healed our disea- 
ses, removed. our sicknesses, renewed our 
strength and “vigour. Thy cahdle has shined 
Epos cur tabernacle ; thy corn has nourished Us ; 
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and from many recollections of past instances of 
thy goodness, we are constrained to say, Hith- 
erto hath the Lord helped us. Yea, through 
riches of divine goodness, forbearance, and long 
suffering, thou art continuing us in a state of tri- 
al, giving us space for'repentance, and favouring 
us with the means of grace and reformation. 
Continue unto us thy heavenly blessings ; 
prepare us for future changes in our condition ; 
may they. be sanctified to.our truest. interest and 
happiness. We commit ourselves. to thy care ; 
we consecrate ourselves to thy service ;. we refer 
all future events concerning us to thine, infinite 
wisdom and fatherly goodness. Teach us) sea- 
sonably to consider the things which belong te 
our peace, and may they never be hid from‘our 
eyes, Give us realizing views of death anda 
judgment to come, and when we shall be sum- . 
moned to depart hence, may we depart in peace s 
of mind, exempt from, the terrours of guilt and | 
with a joyful expectation of standing hereafter 
approved in thy sight. Grant.us this day a prof- 
itable remembrance of the shortness of our time 
here, the certainty of death, the awful nature of 
eternity. Quicken us to fulfil our course, work, 
and journey, and to finish well whatever thou 
mayest assign us to do: And bring us to the 
enjoyment of thy blessed self, rn oe medi- 
ation of Jesus Christ. - 
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SIXTH PRAYER. 
At the beginning of the year. 


Azmicury God of the spirits of all flesh, 
and author of all created existence, who 
hast:vouchsafed unto us to see the commence- 
ment of another year! Hear our prayers unto 
thee respecting time tocome. We acknowledge 
that in time ‘past we have been too earnest about 
the things of time and sense ; too regardless of 
the: objects of faith and futurity. We acknowl- 
edie that we have too often walked in a vain 
shew, and disquieted ourselves in vain. It is 
our desire in time to come to cast off all the un- 
fruitful works-of darkness, and to walk as chil- 
_ dren of the light and of the day. May this year 
Witness our greater reformation from every thing 
that is amiss inus; and if thou shalt see fit to 
Spare our lives, may it be in mercy to us. 

4 it be consistent with thy holy will, may 
we be let alone another year, that we may cease 
to be cumberers of the ground, and may bring 
forth fruit. We ask not length of days, merely 
to enjoy an animal life, but as it may furnish us 
with an opportunity of doing good, and becom- 
ing ourselves-better. We commit all our con- 
cerns to thee, and would submit to those circum- 
stances which thou, who knowest what is best 
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> for us shalt ordain. If the Lord will, we desire 


the continuance of health, and the comforts of 
life. May we be prepared for sickness, and ev- 
ery change intowhich thou mayest lead us. If 
thine infinite wisdom shall appoint that we take 
leave of the world the present year, may we be 
ready for our departure. We dare not say we 
will do this or that ; but we would cherish one 


} purpose, to live better than we have done. 


Preserve us from all injurious delays, especi- 
ally from delaying to repent and reform. Has- 
ten us to keep thy commandments, and practi- 
cally to know every season of our visitation. 
May not the night of darkness, in which no man 
can work, Ov etike us unawares, and the thmegs 
belonging to our peace be forever hidden from 
our eyes. Exempt us from their folly, who 
presume on life, and speak of goods laid up for 
many years. May we do with diligence all of du- 
ty that our hands find to do, and go from strength 
to strength, till we shall appear before thee in thy 
heavenly Zion. 

If death shall approach by slow advances, 
may it find us well employed ; and if.we are 
called on a sudden to exchange worlds, may it 
not be our dreadful lot to have treasured up fear 
and remorse. When we finish this mortal lif, 


_ May the rod and staff of thy word be our sup- 
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thine everlasting kingdom. 
Unto the king eternal, immortal, and invisi- 


‘ble, the only wise God, be honour, and glory, 
for ever and ever, Amen. 


é oe 
SEVENTH PRAYER. 
Spring. 


IncoMPREHENSIBLY blessed and glorious 
Lord our God! By thee the heavens were made, 
and all the glorious host of them by the breath 
of thy mouth. Thou hast appointed the moon 
for seasons, and made the sun to know his going 
down. Summer and winter, seed time and har- 
west, heat and cold, are directed by thee. At 
ne time thou givest snow like wool, and scat- 
terest the hoar frost like ashes ; at another time 
thou bringest forth food out of the earth, and 
dausest the grass to grow for cattle, and herb for 
ithe service of man. 

Because thine eye is upon the year, from the 
beginning even unto the end, we are now called 
to rejoice that the winter is past, the rain is over 
and gone, the flowers appear upon the earth ; 
the singing of birds is come, the tree puts forth 
herlleay es, and the field gives a good smell ; dx 
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mountains and hills break forth into singing, and 
the trees of the forest clap their haads. -O Lord t 
how manifold are thy works. 

We bless thee for the beneficial gine 
of the heavenly bodies ; for the light of the sun; 
and the constant revolution of the seasons, and 
all the rich provision thou hast made for our 
present support and delight. We bless thee for 
all our comforts during the inclemencies of the 
winter, which is now ‘past,.for all the pleasant 1n- 
tercourse of domestick life, and the kind offices 
of mutual friendship, and good neighbourhood, 
and. above all we rejoice in our capacities for 
contemplating thy goodly works with emotions 
of religious praise and pleasure. 

.. "Phou art now sending forth thy spirit, and 
renewing the face of the earth. All nature feels 
thy reanimating power. May devotion invig- 
erate and sanetify the labours of the approach- 
ing season. May he who plougheth, plough 
with religious hope. May he who soweth, re- 
Joice in the expectation of reaping. Give us 
rain from heaven, and a fruitful season, and fill. 
gur hearts with food and pious gladness. 

_ Above all we beseech thee to- multiply the 
spiritual seed of divine truth, and may not the 
wicked one catch away that which is sown in. 
the hearts of any. Crown with success both our 
secular and spiritual labours, and may we reap 
hoth the harvest of bread and-the fruits of right- 
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eousness. Give us neither poverty nor riches ; 
feed us with food convenient for us. By our 
spiritual improvements may we be like unto that 
~ earth, which, drinking in the rain that cometh 
oft upon it, bringeth forth herbs meet for them 
bys whom it is dressed, and receiveth blessing 
from :God,. and not like unto that which beareth 
thorns and briars, is rejected, and nigh unto 
cursing; whose end is to be burned. Establish 
us in every good word and work, and unite us 
more closely: to him who is the true vine. As 
branches in him wilt chou mercifully spare and 
purge us, and may we glorify thee, our heavenly 
father, by bearing much fruit. 
- To thee, O father! the husbandman,. by 
Jesus Christ, the true vine, be all honour and 
praise. Amen. 


fF 
EIGHTH PRAYER. 

vee, | 
at 

A.tmrenry Gon, the creator of the world, 
whose eternal power and supreme dominion 
are seen by the things which are made! We 
beseech thee -to seal instruction to our souls, 
by the prospects’of the present season. We 
would raise our ‘thoughts to thee by whom 
the sun rises in pleasing majesty, and: in his 


Summer. 
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daily course diffuses light and heat over the 
world; by whom. the earth. is overspread . with 
trees, and. herbs;.-and’ flowers;; who art the 
father of the former. and. latter. rain,.and might- 
ly begettest the drops of the dew.. We: adore 
thee in all. the various. productions of the earth. 
which thou: art now. casing to. advance to. 
maturity for the. support,,.comfort, and delight: 
of thy creatures,. We. desire never to forget 
thine hand. in.the glorious scene in which we 
are placed, or cease te: derive. all. the moral 
instruction. thy. works. convey.. Whilst we 
gratefully adore thy goodness in. the pleasant 
circumstances of this present life,. teach us to 
trust in thy mercy and deliverance when ad- 
versity. shall. overtake us.. May. we carry a- , 
bout with us an affecting impression of this: 
truth, that all flesh is. as. grass,. and. the. glory 
of man as the flower of grass. Having. been 
planted in thy vineyard,. may we bring forth. 
much good fruit,. so that: finally we may be 
numbered. with the trees of righteousness, and. 
plants of renown.. May our faith grow ex- 
‘eeedingly.. O grant that by the milk of thy 
word.and speaking the truth im love, we: may 


grow up unto him im. all things who is the 


head, even Christ. Make our souls as a water-. 

ed garden.. There may charity display her: 

graces; hope. expand her wings; and the soil, 
. p.Q. ae res 
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by divine cultivation, yield all the peaceable 
fruits of right 20usness. 
We bless thee, whose works as. well as 
words speak. thy: will, for the confirmation 
which the season affords to our religious faith. 
The corn of wheat, that was cast into the 
ground, has resumed the body which pleased 
thee. We will inquire no more, How are 
the dead raised: up, or with what bodies they 
come? We rejoice in the prospect of the 
peaceful bew in the clouds, the early pledge 
of thine inviolable fidelity, and repose ourselves 
- under the shadow of the Almighty. 
* ©O-that men would praise the Lord for his 
goodness and wonderful. works to the childrea 
of men ! Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
from: everlasting to everlasting, and let all peo- 
ple say,, Amen. : 


a 
NINTH. PRAYER.. 


Atitumn.. 


+O rnov who causest the grass to grow 
for’ the: cattle, and herb for the service of man, 
‘making the earthy tovbring forth all her fruits 
+n their seasonh=We bless. thee for the rich 
“provision thou.-hast made of those eon 
eessary to bodily sustenance.. | 
Although we. have not walked in all thy stat- 
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utes and kept thy commandments, yet, by thy 
mercy, the land has yielded her increase, and the 
trees their fruit. We praise thee for the bless- 
ings of harvest, which have been so. abundantly 
plenteous, and beseech thee to direct us in the 
temperate and frugal use of thy various beunties.. 
May we net expose ourselves: te: the -accusation 
of wasting thy goods, ner abuse them in riotous 
and intemperate: living. With humble thanks 
we would reeeive and enjoy thy gifts, acknowl. 
edging at the same-time; that weare not worthy 
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_ the erumbs. which-fall: from. the table of thy prov- 


idence.. 

May cur souls, Re iughensedesiiieMaliabtien: 
sons from the prospects of the. season. We 
have been, planted. in thy. vineyard. _We-have 
been united to a choice vine ;) but, alas! we 
confess. with shame we have net brought grapes 
that are good, but wild grapes ;/ and:thou. might- 
est in just judgment have taken away the hedge, 
broken down the wall, trodden under foot. thy 
vineyard,. and. commanded the clouds no more 
to rain upon it.. But-we are witnesses of the di- 
vine forbearance and patience. * Spare us of thy 
grace, and grant us another season-to bring forth 
fruit. When thy love does not constrain’ obedi- 
ence, may thy terrours persuade; and by the ex- 
pectation of the harvest in the end’ of the world 
may we be awakened ‘to. me mene and 
‘watchfidness. Amend © sit 
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TENTH PRAYER. 


Winter. 


- | tena wiht fr 


_ EIwconcervas.y great and glorious Lord, 
our God! Before the mountains were bronght [| 
forth, or ever thou hadst formed the carthand | 
the world, from everlasting to.everlasting thou | 7 
art God. The things which: our eyes behold 
shall perish ; .but thou shalt endure :. they shall 
be changed ; ‘but thou art the same, and thy 
years shall have no end. Thon art calling us 
at. this time to witness the periodical decay of 
nature; yet not without a hope,.\from the im- 
mutability of thy. character and laws,. that there 
will ‘be a renovation. 

In the order of thy works thou art now giv- 
ing snow like wool, scattering the hoar-frost 
like ashes, and. sending thy cold, before whom 
none can stand. With devout gratitude we 
setire to our warm: habitations, and solace our- 
selves with the unity and love of our tomestick 
retreats. We would be practically mindful of 
our brethren who may inhabit the checrless 
house of want. eo tana ea ge 
when we see the naked, nor our hands be shut 
against the hungry. May the loins of the poor 
eyery where bless the rich, and may prayer, 
thanksgivings, and alms ynitedly ascend to thee. 
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Appear for the protection of those, who are 
coming on our sea coast at this dangerous time : 
when they are tossed and afflicted, do thou de- 
liver them, and bring them to their desired ha- 
ven. 

O thou, who rulest the year! May our re- 
flections on the season carry religious lessons to 
our hearts. We would adore thy incomprehen- 
sible power, which ‘ordains in. their proper or- 
der, the effects we now behold. Thou sendest 
forth’ thy commandment ‘upon ‘earth, and the 
windy storm and tempest fulfil thy pleasure. By 
thee ‘the waters are‘hid'as with a stone, ‘and the 
face of the deep is frozen’ ‘The hoary fost of — 
heaven, who hath gendered it?’ Have-we ens 
tered into the treasures of snow 2?) All is the 
work of thy unsearchable wisdom, ‘and-almigh- 

ty strength. We desire to be filled: with a sense 
dy care and love, when we consider thy mul 
tiplied provisions forthe support and eomfort of 
man and beast, during this barren, inelement 
season. We rejoice before thee in the‘ assurance 
that ‘the ‘elements are under thy ‘control, :sub- 
ject to thy invariable laws ; and that in the ap- 
pointed time, thow who bindest the sweet in- 
fluences of the Pleiades, wilt- loose the bands of 
Orion, renew the face of the earth, and spread 
hfe and beauty through all nature. 

O thou who hast given senses, reason, and 
speech to man! - Preserve us from misemploy- 
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ing the leisure now offered im excessive or 
hurtful diversions ; but may we use it for culti- 
vating our minds, examining our hearts, and 
laying up stores of knowledge and ‘goodness. 
May the changes of the year lead us to consider 
how ‘the fashion of this world :passeth away, and 
to place our affections on thee, the unchanee. 
able and eternal good. 

By the death of the powers of nature, thou 
Wwafnest ws to remember that we are mortal ; 
arid that if by reason of strength we live many 
years, we may expect old agé to benumb our 
faculties, and anddestray our activity. By our dil- 
igenee and fidelity in-youth and manhood, may 
we provide conifortable ‘reflections and pleasing 
hopes, ‘to cheer-us in the days:of infirmity and 
| priate of Hit: : 

‘Blessed ‘be ‘thy name, that as'we know thou 
colerevtve tits decayed plants and torpid animals, 
and make the fields, now desolate, to rejoice, 
90 thou wilt raise from the dead those who sleep 
im Jesus ; that this mortal may put on immor- 
tality, and, this corruptible incorruption.. Make 
us thy upright and faithful servants while we 
live, that we may die in peace, and rest in hope, 
and’ rise in glory, ‘through Jesus Christ, the 
prince of Jife. Amen. 
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PARTICULAR TIMES, 
ELEVENTH PRAYER. 
_ Annual Fast. 


ALmicury saviour of men; the righteous 
Lord, who lovest righteousness ; who art a Cons 
suming fire to the disobedient and, impenitent, 
but a compassionate father to such as. repent and 
turn unto thee! We weuld come. before thee 
this day with humble confession. of, sin and the 
deepest self abasement, beseeching thee to im, 
press on our minds eyery argument to. repen> 
tance and amendment, and to.pour eut on our 
land the spirit of prayer and humble supplication, 

O thou supreme director in the affairs of hu- 
man society !| We thank thee for the advantages 


of our condition ; , that. we enjoy liberty, safety, 
and plenty ; that we, de not. groan under the 
miseries of tyranny, bloodshed, and ruin ;. that 
thou hast given us fruitful seasons, and preserved 
us from famine, pestilence, and war. Surely 
the lines are fallen to us in pleasant places, and 
we have a goodly heritage. . Yet we have made 


| unworthy returns for thy loving kindness, and 


shewn ourselves undeserving of thy mercies. 
We lament that plenty has, been abused by lux- 
ury, and liberty by licentiousness ; our ease and 
safety by strife, envyings, and divisions. We 
lament that.so-little of the power of godliness is 
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manifested ;_ that so many restrain prayer before 
thee ; and after all the expressions of thy will, 
do trample on the sacred authority of thy laws. 
Surely it is of thy mercy that we are not con- 
sumed ; and hadst thou rewarded us according §f 
to our iniquities, we had before this time been [@ 
made like unto Sodom and Gomorrha. iq 
Awaken us to a sense of our manifold and FR 
repeated provocations; pardon the crying sins FR , 
of our nation ;- forgive all who humble them- I 
selves before thee this day, and spare thy people. t 
Shew us the thmgs which belong to our peace le 
before the day of reconciliation be past. Fill us I 
with that godly sorrow-for sin which works truc Jy it 
p 
oO 
al 





repentance. May we no longer abuse thy mer- 
vies, but keep this:day the fast thou hast chosen, 


and loosing every band of wickedness, become 


a peculiar pedple, zealous of good works, so that fy © 
thy displeasure may be turned away, and thou ) 
‘mayest delight'to build-us up and not destroy us. bi 


Grant, we beseech: thee, this day healing st 
mercy unto us who have corrupted:our man- . : 
mers; who have been indifferent to thy worship ; cl 


neglected the interests of early education; in. J W 
dulged a spirit of wicked animosity, and made [i ‘SP 
No suitable resistance to the inundation of pro- le 
phaneness and immorality ; ‘and animate us to pu 
‘rise and join ‘with one heart and soul in promot- | fo 
ing the honour of thy name, the interests of re- | «ty 


ligion, and the prosperity and happiness of ‘these 
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' sinners through Jesus Christ. on 
' ciful to the whole race ot man; enlighten all. 


spirit of peace ind good-will ; restrain the vio- 
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United States. -May it not any longer be a 
source of lamentation to the righteous, that no: 
man repents of his wickedness, saying, What 
have I done? May every one rend his heart 
and not his garment, and keep such a fast as 
thou hast chosen. 

O thou, who rulest in the of men { 
We intercede for all in cudater whether in 
church or state. ‘The hearts of rulers are in thy 
hands. Restrain their evil passions, and bless 
those who rule over men with wisdom from a- 
bove, which is first pure and” ‘then peaceable. 
May all their consultations soonhesapanertae con- 
tribute to the stability of our times, to theypros* 
perivy of all conditions of men, to the Welfare of 
our children, and to the spreadifig of thy name - 
and glory in the earth. ‘We would not “ase 


our minds, or the WUmMilation | 
but upon thy mercy to repenting 
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who sit m darkness and errour; send forth a 


lence of unreasonable men ; exalt the. méck ; 
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sruments of benefaction to men ; extirpate idol. 
atry ; direct all flesh to the knowledge of thy 
son.; and may thy kingdom come, and will be 
done onearth, asin heaven. Amen. 
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TWELFTH PRAYER. 
Annual Thanksgiving. 


me) THOU. who art good unto all, who ex- 
etcisest loving kindness in all the earth, and who 
hast come nigh to.us by Jesus Christ, thy son ! 
A eae nae cnr couls in life ; who giv- 
our bor er: and who crownest the year 
joodness! “We desire this day, with 
| atitude;..to recount thy mercies, 
and piously to ascribe honour and blessing, glo- 
ry.and praise to thee our rock and fortress, our 
strength and redeemer. We would?fést’ this 
day before thee, and make it a season of temper- 
ate feasting and religious gladness. | 
How precious. have been thy thoughts. unto 
us, O God! how great is the sum of them ! 
We bless thee for preserving our houses from 
the: ravages of fire ; for all/the health and ple:- 
sure we have enjoyed'in them; for every por- 
oe which has given strength to our 
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baclies ; for the medicine which has arrested the 
progress of disease ; for the tear of sympatliy 
which has comforted under trouble; for divine 
preservation in our journies by land ; for pros- 
perous gales on the ocean; for exhilarating 
showers when in the field; for every cheerful 
sensation when alone ; for the pleasures of friend- 


ly mtercourse ;, for the,benefits of good neigh- 


bourhood ; for the privileges of publick wor- 
ship ; for the maintenance of civil order ; the 


continuance of peace ; the administration of jus- 
‘tice; for. eyery encouragement to well doing ; 
ripe ae cag Soar Faml and for all 


aas.agai ae smares of prosperity. Mey 
we » honga-shee!"with ont substance, be rich in. 
good works, and duly esteem and. praise thee, 
the rock of our salvation. 

Perpetuate our privileges both private and 
common ; continue to us the enjoyment of our 
civil rights ; disappoint the devices of the craf- 
ty ; prolong the days and usefulness of those 
publick men under whose administration the 
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righteous flourish, who cause every man to sit 
without fear under his vine and figtree, and 
who make our land a quiet habitation. Grant 
peace, order, and plenty in our families, our 
villages and towns, and throughout our country. 
Be thou a stin todirect all in authority, and may 
they bear rule under the influences of that rcli- 
gious fear which is the beginning of wisdom. 
‘Wilt thou bless all fountains of useful science ; 
‘heal and cleanse their waters ; dispel the mists 
of ignorance ;" ‘arrest the progress of profanity 
anid vice ; make the people of our land humble 
— thee j" peaceable in their civil and social 
lations ; and zealous for the establishment of 
‘"BibertyPorder, and truth. May we not by our 
ver 1 that censure, I have 
3 ind brought up children, but they 
have vebelieiiigsil me. 

And. now unto. the goyernour among the na- 
tions, on whom their and prosperity ulti- 
taately depend; unto the king of kingsy~2 and 
lord: .of lords, be glory and majesty; dominion 
and power. Amen. 
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on 


THIRTEENTH PRAYER 


Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Surremery blessed and: glorious God 
We bring this day our sacrifice of praise for the 
glad tidings of the gespel ; we welcome the first 
rising of the sun of righteousness, and. would 
join with the angelick host in ascriptions,of praise 
to thee who sittest on the throne, and to the 
lamb who sittetl at thy right hand. We bless 
thee, O Lord God of Israel, for sending, in the 
fulness of time, the messenger of a holy cov- 


enant, for raising up a horn-of. se 3067 in thé* 


house lot Vig. seeaeatsae renal nd Rion: ne the 


iad 


mercy i ag Ae iew OF bibs, by, the 
mouth of thy holy | oro} hets ‘Weare excited 
this day, to direct ques thoughts to Christ, our 
saviour and our lo Bist: cue stone tried 
“and precious, whi , » thow didst lay in Zion ; 
before the fice of all people... Glory be to God 
the father, for the grace and truth manifested in 
Emmanuel, the son of thy love, the prophet whom. 
thou didst anoint with the holy ghost without 
measure. ) 
__ We bring praise to. thine altar, father all: 
glorious! ‘for divine compassion shewn to. a. 
world lying in wickedness, Thou didst send 
r2. 
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forth thy sen to redeem»men from the curse of 
the law, to proclaim remission of sins, to deliver 
us from the wrath to come, to abolish death, and 
bring life and immortality to light. ‘Thou hast 
conferred upon us this glorious privilege to hear 
the glad tidings of the prince of peace, to be in- 
structed by the son in the father’s will, and to 
have propounded to us the gracious offer of eter- 
nal life. We would cheerfully and. thankfully 
emorace the merciful invitations and offered bles- 
- sings of the gospel... Our eyes sec, our cars hear | 
the things, with which kings and:prophets desir [F 
ed an acquaintance. May we both value and 
a... imprewe the inestimable advantages we have re- 
S __ ceived, arid en we sous: confess, The 
: on 3. In. pleasant places, and we 


rei a 
_ havea g psDAY) We seriously re- 


a — —s 6k 


—- 







Gomorsha, in the day of ‘judement, than for us, 
if we refuse the great salvation which 
to be spoken by the Lord. With 1 
thanksgivings we accept the \itipeable sift, 
Jesus Christ, by wham we are inspired: with con- 
fidence in thy paternal love, and by looking unto 
whom we learn to consider thee under the glori- 
ous and consoling relation of our father, and are 
filled with full assurance of the riches. of thy mer- 
cy May the joy of truly believing ever reign 
in our hearts, ..May we obey him with our 
Whole souls, whom we receive as the way, the 
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truth, and the life. In his steps we desire dil- 
igently to tread, and we. beseech thee to grant, 
through him, that we may finally with him be 
exalted to heavenly glory and happiness.. 

May the peace of Jesus Christ rest upon the 
whole earth; may his kingdom be extended, 
and established, and rule over all. Where ever 
christianity is planted, may it be watered; — 
may the gospel shine to the remotest ends of the 


| earth, and spread knowledge and comfort, 


righteousness and peace. May the cheering 
rays of the sun of righteousness penetrate to the 
north and the south, the east and west, and all 


flesh approach with acceptance thine holyraltare 
May the voice of Jerusalem, who Binge 










tidings, be lifted up with h} and while 
the cities of Judah. behold God, may the 
earth be filled with the va wledge of the Lord. 
Blessed be the God asi father of our Lord Jesus 


ssed us in him with all 


Christ, who hath bless 
spiritual | blessings i in heavenly things ; who hath 


| granted unto us, to enjoy the day which the 


patriarchs foresaw, the prophets foretold, and 
the righteous men of the earth desired to see. 

~ Hosanna to the son of David, who comés in 
the name of the’highest to’save us ! Glory be to 
God, that there is peace on earth, and good will 
exhibited from heayen to children of men ! Hal- 
lelujah, salvation, and glory, and honour, and 
power unto the Lord our God | Amen. 


























PRAYERS. ADAPTED: TO 
ae 
FOURTEENTH PRAYER. V 
Nighi. 


_O riov, who knowest my down sitting and 
my uprising, who compassest: my path and my 
bed, and art acquainted with all my ways! Let 
my thoughts instruct me in the night seasons, 
whilst others sleep, and grant me profitable and 
pleasant communion with thee upon my bed. 
Forgive all my sins, and save me from thé doom 
of the unprofitable servant and the disobedient 
children of ‘the kingdom, who are cast into outer 
arkness.” "Be thou 2# light to me amid all the 
loomy’ and = diséonsolat appearances of this 
| troubled life, and he after réceive me to the 
heavenly’ city,’ wher\is no night, and’ the in- 
habitants: heed no candle, neither light of the 
sun ; me Ae AR ay the 
lamb is the light; thereof. stl 

In mercy look on those, to whom weari- 
some nights are appointed ; who, when they lic 
down, say, when'shall we arise, and the night be 
gone; who are full of tossings to and fro unto 
the dawning of the day. Compose their minds ; 
banish their fears, and grant them what I ask for 
myself and dear friends, quiet sleep in the scason 
of it.. Vouchsafe unto my soul the rest thou 
bestowest on thy children ; at death may I slecp 
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in Jesus, and in the morning of the resurrection 
may I awake ta behold the face of the sun of 
righteousness, and enjoy the light of thy counte- 
nance without wees and without end. 

Amen. ; 


Sea 2 on % 
FIFTEENTH PRAYER. © 


A.micuty God! The heavens declare thy 
glory. In them hast thou set a tabernacle for 
the sun. Him hast thou appointed to rile the 
day. How glorious are» thy works which we 
behold ; yet they shall perish and thou shaiten.. 
dure. QO Lord! thou stretchest outthe heav- 
ens like a curtain; thou covéfést thyself with 
light as with a garment ; Se ve rene 
the pure light of thy command | 
the day star, with .sayi ig inf e 
i — thy sun. to. rise en the evil and 






F onthe good ; How great.is thy mercy upon the 


children of men ! My yoice, O Lord, shalt thou 
hear in the morning ;-. in the morning will I di- 
rect my prayer unto thee, and look up. Make 
my path like that of the just, which, as the shin- 
ing light, shineth more and. more unto the per- 
fect day : and preserve me safe to that heavenly 
region, where the rightequs. shine forth as _ . 
sun in the kingdom of their father. | 
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Our father, who artim heaven ; hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth, as itis in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the. kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever. Amen. 


SIXTEENTH PRAYER. 
si os : . oon. 

Uron: thee, O Lord! will I call ; evening, 
morning, and at-noon will I pray, and cry aloud 
forthy, salvation. Thou hast set a tabernacle for 
- the sun iimthe heavens, and there is nothing hid 
fom the heat ther Although he now rejoic- 
: eth as a strong man to run arace, yet at thy 

command he is made» to stand still. Whilst we 


adore thy power manifested in the motions of 
the heavenly bodies, we praise thy goodness for 
all the precious fruits brought ferth by the sun, 
and for its cheering influences upon our minds. 


Truly the light is sweet, and it is a pleasant thing 
for: the eyes, ta behold the sun. {In the midst 


of our enjoyments and pursuits may we remem- 






ber that the time of darkness approaches. With. 


becoming diligence may we work the works of 
him who sent. us into the world while it is day, 


knowing that the night cometh, when no man 
can work. 
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SEVENTEENTH PRAYER» 


Evening. 


© ruov, who makest the outgoings of the 


‘morning and eveaing to rejoice |! Thou art now: 


stretching out the shadows of the evening’ ;" may 
thy hand still be upon'Me for good. Be thou 
unto me as the dew upon the grass. Thou hast 
been my helper through-the day ; under the 
shadow of thy wings I will repose myself ;_ yea, 
I will lay me down in peace. and:take my rest ; 
and. when I awake,..may I a 
let my prayer be set before thee ageineénse, and’ 
snr tg if ave 






sa Tae 
bg. Be an 





Fags ae 


~ Gon of my my | ‘a aE ee 
Pa gy and. to, the sides. of the pit, 
Lhave no, power over the. spirit to retain it. Let 
me know what it is.to depart in peace and sleep 





_- in Jesus, My outward man decays ;_ strength. 


en me in the inner man, "The hour of my de» 
parture draweth near: O let me. die in comfort 
and hope. Let me inherit thy gracious proms 
ides : ee a 
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ished. Father, unto thy hand I.commend my 
spirit. I know i in whom I have believed. Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit, and grant that where 
thou art, I may be also. Give me thy light, 
now that I sit in the shadow of death. And 
now Q Lord, what wait I for? truly my hope 
is in thee. 





ee ee 


Ghia jit 


NINETEENTH PRAYER. 
Birth Dai. 


, A.maicemry.-creator and preserver of man- 


ae -- — ox él 







aber my days and years, so as to 
atteto wisdom. Thou art he who 

i the womb; thou didst make 
me to hope when hung on my mother’s 
breast; from infancy Thave been cast on thee. 
That portion of my life which remains, may I 
spend in thy fear and to thy glory. Never leave 
nor forsake me ; and in the hour, when strength 
shall fail, may not my faith and trust in thee fail 
also. Assist me to finish my course with dili- 
gence, patience ‘and resignation. When thou 
shalt take me out of the bowels of the earth, in 
the glorious day of thy power, may it be to live 
with thee, and to Seen eee that I 
can die no more, 
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PRAYERS ADAPTED TO CIRC UM- 
STANCES. 


| i 
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FIRST PRAYER. 
Sickness. 


ALMIGHTY creator of man, by-whom 
he is fearfully and wonderfully made! I- desire 
humbly to own and to reverence thy hand in my 
present affliction. May the fruit of my bodily 
suffering be to make my heart better, and to lead 

| me more justly to value health and strength, and 
1. to employ them to better purposes than I have 
>, done, if this sickness shall not be unto 





0 With submission to thy will, L.pray oor the 
0 =f) removal of my disorder, and for the perfect res- 
e toration of my health. a me with resigna- 





ye time, I must be 
h saci Mafleh sy If this time draw. 
il ' eth nigh, dispose me seasonably to make due 
j- | Preparation for my great change, and when re- 
% moved hence, may I find an entrance into that 
in work, where the inhabitant ‘shall no more’ say, 
* Tam sick. 

I May no incfease of pain ‘Grbice repining, 


or draw from me any spe ar oa Intd 
K : 
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thy. hands..I commend..myself, desiring to be 
numbered with those who love thee, and to find 
by experience all things, and ‘this sickness espe- 
cially, working my spiritual good. Shew unto 
me how I must prepare to die, and grant me 
success in performing the duty. Through the 
wilderness of this’world det me ever’bless’ thee 
for the manna and the rock. Qn the brink of 
Jordan let thy promises be ‘precious. In the 
last hour let'my faith-be strong, and grant me to 
-ascend into thy blissful presence, -in-the chariot 
of love and. praise. Even _— ‘Come, Lord 
sensor come. quickly. 


ay ‘ a 





~“O'xxov, who hast. appointed unto all men 
“@nce to die! Who hast ‘said to the children of 
men, Dust ye are, and to dust, ye shall return ! 
_ Sanetify unto sk The oeteherat of “thy. -right- 
ous providence, which fills our hearts with grief, 
and our eyes with tears, Humble us under this 
chastisement, and awaken us to new diligence in 
doing the things: which we find to do. We 
would not repine under the rebukes, nor censure 


the i of fi Tighteous; providence ; 
pur sy, The Lord hath given, the 
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TO CIRCUMSTANCES.. LIE 


the Lord. Grant us such composure! of mind 
under this and every occasion of sorrow, that we 
may be fit to receive the consolations of religion.. 
May we learn not to put far from. us the evil 
day, but wisely consider our latter end. Wean 
us from all inordinate affection. to. the things of 
this transitory life. Since these earthly bodies 
are but tabernacles, may our thoughts be fixed 
on things above, on things spiritual and eternal. 
May we prosecute with activity our christian 
course, and so live that the day of our death shall 
be much better than the day of our birth, 
Whilst we sojourn here, wilt thou prepare us for 
all circumstances and events. Assist us toa, 
dorn by meckness, and sustain with=4 elity, ev- 
ery situation in which thou shalt call us to act 
and to suffer. May a consciousness of our own 
integrity, a well groune x sense of thy fay our, 





portus under all the‘evils off ife, and arm us a- 
gainst the fears of death. ‘Thou gracious mon- 
itor | may we so attend to the design of thy fath- 
erly chastisement ; so earnestly look to the au- 
thor and finisher of our faith, as that we may be 
stedfast and immoveable, and abound more and 
more in the work of the Lord. 

Sanctify to all men the bereaving allotments 
of thy providence, and every afflictive trial of 
their condition. Enlighten, renew, and comfort 
the sons and daughters of adversity every where, 
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and perfect them through suffering. Unto him, 
who died, that we might live, and who wept, 
that we might rejoice, be glory forever. Amen. 


eee eet fs ee 


THIRD PRAYER. 


' | Poverty. 


O txov, who distributest thy blessings a- 
mong men, as it seemeth good in thy sight ; 
who makest poor and makest rich ; who bring- 
est low and liftest up ! Give me asquiescence in 
the allotments of thy providence. Thou hast 
p fit to exercise me in a state of poverty ;_ to 

“he in a mean condition, and deny me the 
3, and many of the comforts of life. 
} A providence has preserved me hith- 
erto, and, amidst my wants, given me liberty, 
Much health, and ry sympathy and assistance of 
friends. I would be grateful for what I enjoy, 
and not indulge discontent on account of those 

things which thou in wisdom withholdest. Di- 
- ect me in the use of honest means to obtain a 
more comfortable subsistence ; and yet thy will 
be done. Thou knowest if greater plenty may 
prove a snare and temptation. Make me perfect 
in my submission ; cleanse my heart from sin- 
ful affections and grant me to be rich in faith, 
and make me an heir of thy holy promises. 
Whilst I am poor, wilt thou preserve me from 
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every unlawful method of supplying my necessi- 
ties, and from taking thy name in vain. And 
may I never feel envy at the sight of the rich 
and the great, May I choose rather to endure 
every bodily hardship, than to suffer the evil of 
spiritual .poyerty. Wilt thou support me in. 
uprightness and with dignity, whilst my indi- 
gence continues. Invigorate my industry in the 
occupation thou hast assigned me, and grant me 
favour in the minds of the wiseand good. May 
the example of Jesus, who. was despised of men, 


who endured hunger,.thirst, and cold, and had not 


where to lay his head, reconcile me to my con- 
dition, It shall be enough, O Lord ! gif"Pcam 
but hold fast my integrity. Clothe”me with a 
meck and humble spirit; 4éed me with the 
bread of religious wisdom ; make me a amp in 


spiritual and incorruptible blessings ; 
thy grace be with mej through the siden a 
thy dear son.. Amen. 


I 





FOURTH PRAYER. 
Prosperity and Affluence. 


Bountirut benefactor! All that man pos. 
sesses or enjoys is the gift of thy munificence. 
To thy sovereign goodness I am indebted for all- 


the advantages of my condition.. Thou. hast 
K 2. 






114 PRAYERS ADAPTED 


furnished me with the of this world in a- 
bundance, and thence with the means of imcreas- 
ing my own and the happiness of others. Pre- 
serve me from being high minded, and trusting 
in uncertain riches. ‘Teach me to employ my 
substance in a rational and useful manner ; as a 
good steward, to minister thy gifts to others ; 
and to become rich in good works. Direct me 
— in the most effectual way to relieve the poor, the 
sick, and the wretched ; to vindicate the cause 
of innocence ; and to serve the interests of liber- 
ty, the dissemination of truth, and the advance- 
ment of virtue and publick happiness. In all 
“communications to the necessities of individ- 
uals or society, preserve me from the weakness 
and guilt of prid® and ostentation, and let me 
give not grudgingly or by constraint ; but with 
that deere whith thou approvest. If in 
"thy providence I am to be! deprived of temporal 
advantages, wilt thou prepare me to meet the 
change with resignation. May I receive all e- 
vents, whether prosperous or adverse, with com- . 4 
posure and dignity, and by my spiritanddeport- — 
ment honour my maker in vicissitude. And . 4 
whenever thou shalt call me from this state of 
change and trial, and my soul shall be required, 
wilt thou admit me to participate in the riches of 
that inheritance which is promised to the saints. 


hough I read of alms and prayers which 
ascended up for a memorial before ‘thee, yet I 
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plead neither for acceptance with thee, but only 
on thy mercy in him, who, though. rich,for. the” , 
sake of men, became poor. Of his gold may I 
partake, with his raiment may I be clothed, and 
may he anoint mine eyes, and open them to dis- 
cern the exceeding riches of his grace ;: through 
whom may Godwin all things be:glorified.. A- 


men. 


TO CIRCUMSTANCES. 
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FIFTH PRAYER. 
Travail, 

A.umieuty former of the human body, and 
father of spirits! I have had much | aa 
of thy parental goodness in every stage and ca” 
dition of life. Continue thy afiercits, and more =~ 
particularly strengthen me in the hour of ap- 
proaching ree When ihe Sorrows of my 


‘troubles, and : eh : 

Shorten my pains; perfect my patience ; and 
suffer me not to sink under the weight of my 
distresses. Vouchsafe thy gracious presence in 
the approaching seasomof peril. Inthe moment 
when my strength and:-heart shall fail, be thou 
the strength of my heart. Hear me, O Lord, 
ef thy loving kindness, andturn unto me in the. 
multitude of thy mercies. According to thy 
righteous sentence I must bring forth children 
in sorrow. Saye me in child-bearing; and when 
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my anguish ‘shall»no more be remembered for 
" joy, that a child is born into the world, may I 
continue in faith, charity, and holiness, with all 
christian sobriety. | May not the branch be with- 
ered or cut off; but let us both live before thee, 
to offer our sacrifice of thanksgiving and pay our —— ™ 
vows unto the Lord. Amen. 


ee 


SIXTH PRAYER, 








Widowhood. 
| O Lorp, thou givest and thou takest away ; fit 
. thotMlifiest up and castest down! Thou hast wi 


6 talon frost yar the husband (or wife) of my af- = 

choice ‘my support and Seemhet un. fn 
der the | rs and anxieties of this mortal life. bose 
eterndioa repose miself under the care of thy br: 
good providence, assured that I can never be bre 





destitute whilst thou art my ‘helper, or miserable, — the 
having thee for my portion. “Whatever outward ane 
blessings thou ‘mayest be pleased-to deny me, Be of 
may E-never be deprived of the comfort of thy — ch 
love. » Provide me with friends to assist me in fF Co 
my —— to manage my affairs with in- Bix. 
tegrity and discretion. By painful experience Bex 
liens hawt: tanggie mie what: inetabiliey attends Ss wi 
earthly enjoyments !- Give me grace to behave lov 
ewith ‘propriety, and suitably to my condition. | = 


And so may Tact at all times, ‘as to be able 
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to look with comfort. tothee.as my friend, my 
father, my life, and my health; my rest, and my 
joy. Under the chastisement of thy holy hand 
I desire to submit to thy directions ; to refer to 
thee iny actions ; and resign into thine hands alb 
my interests in time and eternity. Amen. 
SEVENTH PRAYER. 
After Burying a young. Child. 


O trHov who knowest what is best and 
fittest for us! To thee we resign our child, 
wishing to say in the true spirit of resignation, 
the Lord hath given, the Lord hath taken away ; 
blessed be the name of the Lard. Thow hast 
united us to our children by a peculiar tie. For 
them we rise up early, and sit up late, and eat 
bread with carefulness. * Thou hast urged us to 
the fulfilment of. our parental duty, by a speedy 
and powerful instinct, as well as by arguments 
of reason and religion. iis: kine “snadbiden 
children to be our dearest earthly possession. 
Console our sorrows under a bereavement that 
touches our hearts with grief, but does not im 
pair our respect for thy decrees. ‘Thou hast; 
with the arrow of death, taken from us our be- 
loved child. We resign its body to the grave, 
and its soul to the disposal of thine infinite mer- 
cy; to be ministered unto by thy angels, to be 



















iis PRAYERS ADAPTED 


guarded by thy hand; and, if it so please thee, 
to inherit the benediction of Jesus Christ, and 
be-received into the arms of his saving love. 
Teach us to do and_bear thy will, and to 
draw: ‘instruction from the adversities of life. 
May we never despise thy chastenings, nor faint 
when rebuked of thee. Inspire us with just 
convictions of the vanity of human life, and the 
uncertainty of earthly comforts. May a growing 
persuasion of thy power and our weakness, of 
thy wisdom and our folly, cause us to walk be- 
fore thee: im all: humility, and restrain us from 
presumptuously attempting fully to explain the 
ynsearchable mysteries of thy government. We 
desire always to wait quietly for thy salvation ; 
and we pray, that in the multitude of those sor- 
rowful thoughts which now overwhelm us, thy 
eomforts may be at hand to support and comfort 
our spirits. We have had fathers of our flesh, 
who corrected us and we gave them reverence ; 
and we believe there is much higher reason for 
sudjection to ‘thee, the father of spirits. May 
all thy chastisements yield unto us, the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness, through Jesus Christ, in 
whom we rejoice as our mereiful high priest, the 
Saine yesterday, to-day, and forever. Amen. 
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mee 


ite 


In a grave yard. 


Erzrnat Jehovah! the ducing ples of 
man in all generations! Weare in thine hands 
as:clay in the hands;of the spotter. Thou mad- 
est us at first according:te thy will, :and breath. 


| - edst intous the breath of ‘hfe. “Thou takest 


away our breath, we die, and return ‘to our 
dust. ‘Thou.bringest men into existence ; thou 
séttest the solitary am families, and at :pleasure 
dissolvest the .connexion, Thou hast appointed 
our short time on ‘earth, and - ordained the-un- 
certainty ef eur continuance here, . Sol | 
by these thoughts, which ane Verified 
scene ‘before me, I pray, teach-me» the measure 
of my days, O apr eam frame | Pa 


there is noabiding here, 
i OE a 














and talents, 0 } 
best ends and most valuable purposes. Bring 
me to thishome, appointeil for all living, :with ~ 
their peace, who love ‘thy:law.; .and -with their 
faith who exclaim, come -laord Jesus, come 
quickly. 

I know, O Lord, .thou-wilt-bring me to the 
grave, and that I must soon be numbered in the 
congregation of the dead ; “become a monitor to 
sutvivers:; «arid *haveno "more‘a sportion ‘in any 
ee Sanne 
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God, that my work and my time may keep 
pace; and that when J have no more time to 
live, I may have no more to do onearth. O 
grant me to lie down, and submit to the stroke 
‘of death with inward peace ; and in the full joy 
of believing, that after worms and clods of dust 
have covered my body, I may in my spirit re- 
joice before Christ my salvation. Preserve me 
from living one hour, one moment, unconcern- 
ed novath those things which belong to my future 
being. [now covenant with thee, God of my 
life, to renounce the vanities of this sinful world ; 
resign myself to thy will ; imploring the pre- 
senee of thy good spirit at all times, and espe- 
cially When.I am called to conflict with the king 
» Veu-hsafe to me, thine unworthy 
in Jesus.and to be found at his 
sight hand, in that last day, when thou wilt re- 
compence to every one according to his deeds. 
_ And new unto the infallible judge of ‘sincer- 
ity, and source of every perfection and excellence, 
bepraise; and may his peace, which passeth al! 
understanding, keep my heart and mind, through 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 


ee ed 











NINTH PRAYER. 
: es A Prayer at Sea, 
a powerful God ! who hast laid 
ee foundations. of the .carth, established the 
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clouds above, strengthened the fountains of the 
deep, and given to the sea its decree, that it 
should not pass thy commandment. ‘Thou art 
inviting us to behold thy works and thy wonders 
in the great deep. How great art thou whom 
the winds and the seas obey! Yea, the stormy 
winds fulfil thy word. ‘Grant us thy preserva- 
tion in the perils of our voyage ; deliver us out 
of impending distresses ; make the storm calm 
before it shall have swallowed us up ; and bring 
us to the desired haven. Whatever just fears, 
and uneasy apprehensions may arise in our hearts, 
m the hour of danger, may they not soon wear 
off and leave us thoughtless and secure ;_ but 
may the impressions of thy power, and the expe- 
rience of thy goodness, unite to give us an abi- 
ding sense of our religious and moral obligations. 
Renew us in the moral image of him to whom 
ail power is given, botl in heaven and carth, 
and who justified the most unlimited confidence 
of his disciples, when he rebuked the winds and 
the sea, and there was agreat calm. With faith 
unwavering may we adhere to our divine sa- 
viour. May the hope which his gospel excites 
serve as an anchor to our souls, both sure and 
stedfast. Rebuke, we beseech thee, all our 
tempestuous passions, and say effectually by thy 
grace, to every murmuring thought, Peace, be 
still ; and when in temptation we call for thine 
iL a 
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holy aid, wilt thou deliver us from the over. 

| whelming danger, By all the scenes brought to 

our view. ; by every occurrence, and. especially 

by our continual experience of thy saving mer- 

cies, may.we be furthered in our, progress to 
ward. the haven.of eternal rest, 

Preserve us from being: tossed. to.and_ fro, 
and. carried. about by every wind of. doctrine. 
Guide us by the spirit of thy wisdom during the 
whole of our passage through the duties_and 
dangers of time, and ,when the sea_ shall | give.up. 
the. dead therein contained, and the assembled 
race of Adam shall receive judgment according 


to their works, may our names be found written 
in the book of life. Amen, 


os mR 
~: Se, — >... 


TENTH PRAYER, 


z prayer, conceived in scrigture language, taken. from. 


Architecture, 


_, Armicuty,God, the builder of all-things ! 
Of old, hast thou. Jaid.the foundation, ofthe, earth 
and the heavens are the.works of thyhands. We 
address ourselves. to, thee..in, the: name of Jesus 
Christ, the precious. corner stone; which thou 
didst.lay in Zion... We pray thatasiJively: stones 
we; may be built-up. in, him a:spiritualhousc. 
Ya, build us, we: pray;, inthe, most, holy: faith 


‘x , 
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TO CIRCUMSTANCES. 


for an holy habitation of God through the spirit. 
By all our conveéfsatibn fiiay We ‘mutually edify 
in love. ‘Thou hast endowed us with an eye to 
perceive the beauty ‘of thy works, and with a 
hand‘todabour, ‘Inthe éxercise ‘of these, ‘and all 
our faculties, may we :glorify thee, and fimish the 
work assigned us to do, _ May we be fitly fram- 

ed together i in the holy building: ‘of thy church, 

growing unto a holy temple i in the Lord. When 
thou shalt call us to resign ‘these tabernables of 
clay, may we enter the ‘house not made with 
hands, etérnal “in the heavens. ‘Amen. 
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TEN PRAYERS. 


FIRST. 
Prayer against errour in our religious principles. 


FATHER of lights! In the name of him 
who descended from thee, and is himself the 
truth, I beseech thee to direct and quicken my 
search after knowledge, and lead me to embrace 
the faith once. delivered to the saints. Preserve 
meé'frem being carried about by every wind of 
doctrine, and deliver me from the dominion of 
every lust and prejudice that may hinder my 
clear discernment. I would wholly resign my- 
self to the guidance of thy spirit, and the teachings 
of thy word. Suffer me not to go astray from 
the truth as it isin Jesus. Wilt thou convince 
me of my errours in whatsoever pertains to thy 
worship and service, or concerns the happiness 
of my soul. Deliver me from the influence of 
those affections and interests which lead to the 
approbation of falsehood. Whatsoever truth 
thou shalt discover may I receive it in love, obey 
it from the heart, practise it in all my life, and 
always profess it without being ashamed. 

I implore thy pity on all who have erred 
from the right way, and pray that I may resist 
them with due meekness and compassion, gensi- 
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ble of ny own Tiablenié’s to err, arid that they 


may Be brought to the knowledge of the truth, 
anid Be Saved. . 
SECOND. 


Prayer against temptation to sin. 


O trrov, who canst tiot be tempted with 
evil, neither temptest any man ! I beseech thee 
to deliver me from all the devices of satan, by 
which he would gain the advantage over me, 
and draw me into sin. Rescue me from the as- 
saults of every spiritual enemy. I desire to have 
nio fellowship With the unffuitful works.of dark- 
ness ; strengthen my purposes of resisting ev- 
ery sin. May no motions of disobedience to 
_ thy, law, arising in my mind, er evil influences 
from: without, subdue. my resolutions of obey- 
ing thy will. In every conflict with temptation, 
may the purity of my mind dictate the exclama- 
tion, How shall I do this great wickedness and 
sin against God ? Suffér-me not to be led away 
with the errour of the wicked, and to fall from 





my own. stedfastness. Renew my inward man 


day by day, and let me not ever be tempted 
above what I am: able to bear. Never leave nor 
forsake me, O Lord, my strength and my salva- 
fion ; but grant that in every conflict with my 
spiritual enemies, IE may come off Conga, 
4.2. 
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through him that.loved me, whose faith and con- 
stancy may I imitate, that nothing may be able 
to separate me from the love of Gad in Christ 
Jesus, the captain of my salvation. 





Ee 


THIRD. 


Prayer under frrovocation and injury. 


Bizssep Jesus, thou prince of peace ! When 
thou wast reviled, thou didst not revile again. 
Though mocked and scourged, thou didst not 
cry, nor strive, nor cause thy voice to be heard 
in the streets ; in thy name I implore almighty 
aid to deliver me from the workings of the car- 
nal mind, and those lusts which war in my mem- 
bers. T pray fora resemblance of thee in thy 
meekness, and ask the forgiving love of heaven 
on those who do not shew me justice or mercy. 
E desire to bless those who curse me, and give 
place unto their wrath ; for vengeance, O Lord, 
is thine ; and yet lay not the sins of mine enc- 
mies ta thei: charge. 


ee ee 


FOURTH. 
: a * Prayer against intemperance. 
Farner’ of mercies! Let thy holy spirit 
belp mine infirmities. ‘Conscious from experi i- 


ence of the strength of my lusts and the ineflica- 
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ey of my resolutions to resist them, I implore di. 
vine succour., Thou arta discerner of the 
thoughts ; art my witness that the thing I would 
not, that I do. Deliver me from my bondage; 

Subdue my appetites. May not the table nor the 
cup be any longer a snaré to me. Give me to 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, and to ac- 
count it my meat and drink to do thy will. 
Teach me the denial of all worldly lusts, and to 
live soberly ; to lay aside the’ sin’ which most 
easily besets me;” to mortify every fleshly lust 
which wars against the soul; to hate the very 
garment spotted with the flesh ; to have no more 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness: 

Turn thou mé, O Lord, and I shall be turned. 

Make haste: to help me, O Lord, my ‘salvation; 
for I do not utterly forget thy commandments. 
To my prayers may I joist deep remorse for the 
past, and resolute watchfulness for the future’; 
that being ne more like'the beasts that perish, J 
may keep under my body, aa Jesus, ‘my 
saviour. 5 


’ FIFTH. 


Seeker sorrows, 


O rHov, who biceredl what is in. eit thet ; 
before whose eyes all things‘are naked-and open ; 
who seest in secret, and triest the reins of the 
children of men ! I fly unto-‘thee for support’and 





128 TEN PRAYERS, 
edmfort under the troubles thou hast laid upon 
fre. Remove thy fod, consider my ‘Weédkness, 
and gtaht me the joy of thy ‘silvation, by Jesus 
Chirist, the mefciful and faithful high priest. 


OB 





SIXTH. 
) A troubled spirit. 

_Mr heart is. oppressed with fear and horrid 
dread, lest my portion is decreed among the rep- 
rebates: Compassionate; O Liord, my sorrow 
and dejection of mind: I confess, my sins have 
deserved more grievous punishments than I feel, 
and that it would be impossible for me to abide, 
if thou should mark imiquities. I betake my- 
ORE tee ten thy. get I plead thy gra- 
-elous p es and the wonderful expressions of 
thy love aed mercy. ‘Thou hast invited the 
Weary and heavy laden to partake of mercy. 
Receive me, thy sorrowful suppliant ; relieve me, 
and reyive me. Speak peace to my oppressed 
soul ; forgive my despairing thoughts ; accept 
my saviour’s intercession ; heal the wounds of 
my spirit ; cleanse me from all my sins, and grant 


that I may yet serve thee with a quiet and cheer- 
ful heart. Thou knowest that I am full of fears 


and suspicions.; indisposéed to do my proper bu- 
siness ; that the things once easy are now difi- 


cult, and difficult things seem impossible to be 
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done: Iam hindered im the course of christian 
duty by an unaccountable sadness of spirit. My 
soul is cast down and disquieted within me. 
When I say, my bed shall comfort me, thou 
scarest me with dreams. O thou, who remem- 
berest my frame, remove my disease whether of 
body or mind. Speak the word, and I shall be 
whole. Whether thou art afflicting me in pun- 
ishment for past sins, or to restrain me from 
sinning in future ; whether to make me humble, 
or exercise my patience and trust in thee, enable 
me to do and suffer thy will. Preserve me from 
delusion ; diréct, to the removal of my doubts ; 
send me some prudent. spiritual guide. And 
grant unto me that strengthening thou didst af. 
ford unto my blessed saviour, when on the 
cross, in the anguish of his spirit, he exclaimed, 
My God, my God, why. hast thou forsaken 
me! For the sake of thy compassion in him, who 
bore my grils, and carried my sorrows, Cause 
me to rejoice before I shal. ge benbe te be mp 


mor © seen. 
—— 


SEVENTH. 
» Losses, | 
O rHov who makest.rich and makest poor ! 
I said in my_prosperity;.I shall never be moved. 


Surely man, knoweth. not what shall be on. the 
morrow, Thou, O Lordy hast taken away. my 
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eubstaree. Tkiow-ndt *how “to ‘be “abased ‘anid 
Siiffer -ieedl.  Beliver ‘te “from ‘that tvoillly 
soow ‘which ‘Wwerketh Yeath. I Would ein. 
litee ‘with ‘cotitentmieit “the ‘disposals of “thy 
righteous ‘provideide ; -biit “I find 'in fhy’Heart 
anxtiotis ‘thoughts about Wife; -adkinig, What 1 
Shall‘edt anf @rink, dnd wherewithal ‘I shall ‘Be 
clothed. I beséech 'thée "to remove the -déjec. 
tion ‘of “my ‘mtind, and'excite ‘and ‘bléss itty én. 
déavours to provide for ‘my future ‘Stippert. “O- 
beilient to the counsel of ‘thy holy word, T desite 
to-stek now ‘the kingdom of ‘heaven, ‘and dura. 
bleticlies'; and whatever ‘thou ‘shalt be :pleased 
to:ddd utitome of thy bounty, may it work ‘to- 
gether with this adversity for iniy spiritual good. 
Dhrough'thine «id I will look less to the things 
temporal, ‘considering ithat a man’s life consist. 
eth ‘mot in the aundance that he posscssath. 
Grant ‘that iy ‘disappointed ‘hopes and wnbuc- 
cessful ‘designs im this world, may lead ‘me to 
seek ‘and ‘finally ‘obitain the better and enduring 
substance in heaven. 


Da 
#rcurn. 
 Profligitte ‘ehittren. 
 °@ WO’, 5n Whidde'hands is the soil df the 














parent, ‘and uso ‘the ‘soul OF Wie ‘child! Ihave 
noorished and brought up children, but they 
have febelled against He. Yea, tliey have fe- 
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belied: against.th~e, O father, in heayen!. They 
have trampled on. "diine authority, and despised, 
thy. laws. They: do not, remember ‘thee,, their. 
creator, in youth. I, confess. my: neglects, in, 
their education, and. fear they have often made 
themselves vile, when I restrained them, not. 
What shall I. now do for:them? How, shall,t 
help-them ? How.shall they,recover themselyes 
out-of the. snafe:of, the devil, who .are.taken, cap- 
tive by him. at. his, wilk?- Instruct me,what I 
shall do. Vouchsafe to. enlighten. their. dark 
minds; to soften their hard hearts ; to: conquer 
their.stubborn wills ; to. givethem repentance un. 
to life, Hear my, intercession. Have, compass 
sion on me, for my son lieth at. the point. of 
death, spiritual death, and everlasting destruction ; 
and grant that I may speedly come_ before thee, 
with thanksgiving and praise, that my children 
were dead, but:they. avevalive-- again ; the 
were lost, but are found. 


ee 


NINTH. 
infidelity of friende: 


Mercrrut God,. the. witness. of - all... our 
sorrows! Mine, own familiar friend,, in whom,1 


trusted, hath lifted up his heel against. me... Had 


it -been an, enemy , that ass pata br I could 
have borne it.; had the proud in 
against me, I would have hid my 
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‘But it was mine equal, my guide, and mine ac- 
quaintance. We took sweet counsel together, 
and walked unto the house of God in company. 

Surely the heart knoweth its own bitterness. 
Mine has been the joy with which a stranger 
doth not intermeddle ; but now I am hated with- 
out a cause. Wilt thou, O Lord, plead my 
cause with them that strive with me. Grant 
me to exercise a meek and quict spirit. Re- 

lieve me under the infirmities of nature. Raisc 
me up friends who shall never stand afar, but 
love at all times and above every thing else. I 
pray that I may always continue to be thy friend, 
O God, who art more and better to us than any 
earthly connexions. 


ene 


TENTH. 
| Alpprchensions of death in active life. 


Our times, O God, are in thy hands! O 
take me not away in the midst of my days. 
Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto my 
cry. Spare me, that may recover strength, 
before I go hence, and be no more. In the lan- 
guage of him, who suffered for me, leaving an 
~example, I would say, Father, if thou be willing, 
rethove this cup from me ; nevertheless, not my 
will, but thine: be'done. If this my sickness be 
unto death, I commend to thy mercy my family, 
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andall my dependents. Father of the fatherless, 
helper of the friendless, and husband of the wid- 
ow! May thy kind providence be their'stay and 
support in this world, and thy peace and love 
their inheritance in the world tocome. Gra- 
ciously provide for their wants; protect them 
from injury ; counsel them under every per- 
plexity ; and may they never, by disobedience, 
forfeit thy fatherly care. And now, if I be no 
more in the world, keep those, holy father, 
whom thou hast given me; sanctify them through 
thy truth ; and grant us. a happy meeting in thy 
glorious presence above, through the infinite 
riches of thy grace. | 
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PRAYERS ADAPTED TO CHARAC- 
TERS AND RELATIONS. 


ed ee 


FIRST PRAYER. 


The awakened sinner. 


-O MY God !. Eamashamed, and blush to 
Tift up my face to thee. Mine iniquities are in- 
creased oyer my head, and my trespass is grown 
up unto the heavens. I have erred exceeding- 
ly, and have not. observed thy commandments. 
_I have slighted thine absolute authority, and re- 
belled against thee, my rightful sovereign. The 
laws. which I have viglated are holy, just, and 
good. O preserve me from being fatally and 
finally hardened .and blinded. I am convinced 
_of the sinfulness of sin, the vileness of my heart, 
the abominations of my life, the vanity of this 
world, the worth of the soul, and the awfulness 
of eternity. Let not unbelief. and lust any long- 
er prevail against my convictions. My heart 
is corrupt, but I cannot renew it. It is defil- 
ed, but I cannot cleanse it. In thee, O Lord, 
is my hope. Create in me a clean heart ; renew 
in mea right spirit.. I see my duty, but am 
faint, when I think of doing it: I see my dan- 
ger, and yet run headlong into it. I foresee 
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death and judgment, without redeeming my 
precious moments. 

O raise me from this death of sin to a life of 
righteousness. I finda law in me, that when 1 
would do good, evil is present with me. 
Wretched man that Iam, who shall deliver me ? 
I repent of my wickedness, and pray that the 
thoughts of my heart may be forgiven me. O! 
deny not the help thou hast encouraged me to 
ask. God be merciful to me a sinner.. 

I have often violated thy sacred laws. My 
affections and pursuits have been: alienated from 
thee. I have cast off thy fear, and restramed 
prayer. Ihave profaned thy name, and mocked 
thee in thy sanctuary ; drawing nigh with my 
mouth, whilst my heart was far from thee. I 
humble myself before thee for the pride of my 
heart, for the falsehood and deceit of my life.. 
How often. have I been a partaker of other men’s 
sins, and emboldened them by my example ! 
I have forgotten. the one thing needful. I have 
pursued the pleasures of sin, which continue 
but fora season, and have nearly destroyed my- 
self. Accept my humiliation before thee, and 
grant me to say from experience, With thee there 
is mercy and forgiveness, and in thy right hand 
there is plenteous redemption. Impute not my 
trespasses ; receive a returning prodigal. Blot 


out my transgressions ; give me repentance un- 
to life; save my sinking soul. Help, Lord, or 
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I perish. Deliver me from the power of my 
sins; and O! that I may not find these emotions 
of contrition, with which I am exercised, like the 
morning cloud and the early dew. 

Lord of life! Cut me not off from the land of 
the living, until I am fit for death and judgment. 
Spare me to bring forth fruits meet for repent- 
ance. May not the religious impressions of this 
moment ever be obliterated from my heart. 
I condemn myself: do not.thou condemn me. 
Hear me. speedily ; hide not thy face from me. 
Quicken me for thy name’s sake. Forsake me 
not .utterly, for Ido not wholly forget thy stat- 
utes. 

And .now my. whole reliance is on thy mer- 
cy in Jesus Christ, whem thou hast appointed 
to. be the saviour of sinners, even the chief of 
them, who died for the ungodly, our only me- 
esi and advocate. Amen. 


wows Eye 


SECOND PRAYER. 
| Backslider. 


‘e come before thee, righteous Lord, who 
art’ of ‘purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst 
not look on iniquity-! I come before thee with 
‘shame’ and blushing. I have cast thy law be- 
hind my back ; yet Ido not utterly forget thy 
statutes. Iniquities have taken hold of me ; my 
heart faileth. If [ should justify myself, my 
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, A 
own mouth would condemn me; if I should. 


say, lam perfect, it would prove me perverse. 

My backslidings ‘are many ;_ wilt thou mer- 
cifully heal them? TIT return unto thee; wilt 
thou’ receive me graciously ?. L have yielded to. 
temptation ; I have departed from thy ways. L 
have incurred. thy just Mieghepoare; me abused. 
thy goodness.. 

My hope of pardon sin thy mercy. My 
hope of healing and recovery is in thy power.. 
Wilt thou gird up the loms of my mind? I will. 
wait on thee ;. renew thou my strength, | Let 
not my mind again be. corrupted from the sim- 
plicity that is in. Christ.. Suffer me not again. 

to be led away with the errour of the wicked, 
mid to fall from my steadfastness... Let me not 
be hardened. through the deceitfulness of sin.. 
Henceforth I would resolve to take heed to my 
ways.. Wherein I. have done amiss,. I will do 
so no more.. Hear my groanings, O Lord. 
I am weak ;. wilt- thou strengthen me with 
might by thy spirit in the inner man.. 

And now unto him, who is able to do ex- 
eceding abundantly, above all that I can ask or 
think, according to the power that worketh in. 
me, unto him be glory, by Jesus Christ, 
throughout all ages... Amen.. 


; 
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mens SR 


THIRD PRAYER. 


The religious professor. 


Atmicury God, our saviour, and special- 
ly the saviour of those who believe ; who wilt 
have all men to be saved, and ceme to the 
knowledge of the truth! I desire to adorn thy 
doctrine in all things. I have avouched thee to 
be my God, engaging to walk in thy ways, to 
keep. thy commandments, and to hearken to thy 
voice ; and I humbly trust my heart was sincere 
in consenting to thy holy covenant. I have con- 
fessed thy son before men, and publickly acknowl- 
edged my. reception of his testimony. It is my 
earnest prayer, that I may walk worthy of the 
christian vocation, and may not appear outward- 
ly righteous unto men, while within I am full 
of hypocrisy and iniquity. Grant that I may 


“= give evidence to. myself and others of being a 


mear relation of Jesus Christ by doing thy will. 
Having engaged to be thine, I desire in future 
to’ cleanse my ways with circumspection, by 
taking heed to them according to thy word. 
May it never reproachfully and justly be inquir- 
ed, What dost thou more than others ? 
Preserve me from returning any more to fol- 
ly, and may I abide in the word, and abound 
in the work of the Lord. Enlarge my spiritual 
desires, . Strengthen my holy resolutions, Es- 
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tablish. my righteous purposes.. Increase my 
love.. Raise my affections from earth to heaven. 
Grant that I may hold fast the. testimony of a 
good conscience, partake of the spirit of my ho- 
ly calling, and behave as becomes the purity of 
the christian hope.. 

Thou. knowest I have made.as yet but little- 
proficiency in the virtues of the christian life. I 
have cause to be ashamed of much wavering, in- 
constancy, and weariness in my christian course. 
Make me more diligent,. zealous, steadfast, and 
immoveable, and raise me to such a character as 
befits the excellent rules, the perfect examples, 
the precious promises, and infinite grace of the 
gospel.. May I live unto the Lord Jesus, who 
died. for my sins,. rose for my justification, and 
is now set down at thy right hand, where he 
ever liveth to make intercession for his people. 
In him may I at last be found; having the 
righteousness which is through faith, and by him 
be conducted to glory and immortality. - May 


the grace of Jesus Christ ever be with me.. 
Amen. 


+ ene 


FOURTH PRAYER. 


Parents. 


CREATOR of men, and soatmne of wisdom 
and happiness ! ‘Thou hast given to us children, 
and. we entreat thee to enable us to train them 
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up in the way they should go. By every prom- 
ising method: may we seek to form in their ten- 
der minds true principles, and to teach them in 
early life the remembrance of thee, their creator. 
Increase our solicitude to set before them an 
exainple of a holy and religious life. May the 
imeorruptible seed of divine truth be sown in 
their hearts, so that they may early partake of a 
divine nature, and bring forth in life the fruits of 
fighteousness.. | Defend them, we pray thee, a- 
gaimst the evils and temptations of this world, 
and may they net be led away by wicked cus- 
toms and corruptions.. 

‘Whatever besides thou mayest deny, grant 
us to see them walk in the truth... Let their 
path: before them ‘be straight. May they set 
their hope in thee, and never forget thy works, 
or thy words.. ‘Resigning them to the disposal 
of thine infinite goodness, we beseech that we 
and they may glorify thee, | our common parent, 
and the ~aes f of all, through Jesus Christ.» 


oe 


FIFTH PRAYER... 
The child. 


QO Lorn! Thou art my father:and my God ;: 


early will I seek, praise, and exalt thee. I bless 
_ thee for those terder ties which bind me to my 
parents, and for all their care and kindness, dur- 
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ing the feeble and dependent state of infancy. 
May I always render unto them the honour and 
obedience, which are well pleasing unto thee. 
Increase my love and gratitude to. them, and as- 
sist me to discharge my filial obligations with a 
dutiful heart. I would submit myself to, their 
friendly and affectionate guidance, nor cause 
them tears by any perverseness and disobedi-. 
ence. When [| reflect on the unabating love 
and tender solicitude of my earthly parents,. I 
rejoice in. the belief, that thou art my father in 
heaven, and pray that I may never willingly of- 
fend thee. 


Prolong the life and health of my parents. 
Have compassion on their infirmities, and for- 
sake them not when their strength fails. Up- 
hold them by thy right hand, and may their 
hoary heads be found in the way of righteous- 
ness. Be thou their guide until death. Let 
mercy and goodness fallow them all their re- 
maining days, and hereafter admit them to. thy 
presence in the heavenly world. 

Blessed guide of my youth ! Give me grace 
to understand and seek after thee in early life. 
As I grow in years and stature, may I grow in 
wisdom and goodness. Make me useful in the 
world. Preserve me from being led away by 
bad examples. Make me a follower of such as_ 
are good. O pity my infirmities, and remem- 
ber not the sins of my youth. Wilt thou guide 
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and govern me, and keep my heart in thy fear 
and love. Suffer me not to walk in the foolish 
counsel of my own heart. Direct all my ways 
to please thee, my father and my God. I pray 
through Jesus Christ, who was an example to 
the young, being subject to his parents, in- 
creasing at once in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man. May I walk as he 
walked ; and finally be exalted with him. A- 
men.. 


LE 


SIXTH PRAYER. 


Fhe scholar. 


-O tHov, who art light ; a God of know!- 
edge, who canst not be taught by any ! Who 
hath been thy counsellor 2 How unsearchable 
are thy judgments ! QO, the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! 
Thou givest wisdom to the children of men, and 
out of thy mouth come knowledge and undc- 
standing. Cause me to understand the fear of 

the Lord, and to know the way wherein I should 
walk.. Unto thee, by whose inspiration I have 
received understanding, do I cry for heavenly 
wisdom. Lead me duly to consider the impor- 
caged that period of life to which I have ad- 





 meoice and invigorate my pursuits of useful 





~ knowl Strengthen my memory; assist 
my a of things which differ ; enlarge 
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my understanding ; preserve me from all er- 
rour; and may I become qualified for sorne 
useful profession in society. 

While I am prospered in my endeavours to 
gain human literature and science, let my mind 
be daily enriched with the treasures contained in 
the holy scriptures, which are able to make me 
wise unto salvation. Accompany with thy 
blessing all my efforts to obtain knowledge, 
wisdom, and holiness. 

Whilst my understanding is enlightened, 
may every good affection be seated in my heart. 
Bless with every good and perfect gift my par- 
ents, guardians, and instructers, who, with so 
much anxiety, study my improvement. May 
their fond wishes and expectations be realized, 
. and may the faculties which they now cultivate, 
; [— be one day employed with success and satisfac- 
| tion. Grant that, in every step towards man- 
| hood, I may hear the voice of wisdom, and so 
seasonably seek after as to find her. I ask it 
¢ (§ through Jesus Christ, in whom are hid all the trea- 
| sures of wisdom and knowledge ; to whom be 
glory forever. Amen. | 


ee ae eee 



























SEVENTH PRAYER. 
The young man. 


Kiwnp author of my being, and fountain « ii 
all good influences ! Give me grace to flee those ; 
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youthful lusts which war against the soul. Help 
me to remember and apply those useful lessons 
which I have learned from parents and teachers, 
and may I never depart from the good way in 
which I have been taught to walk. Preserve 
my tongue from uttering falsehood amd deceit, 
and my hands from committing injustice. Pre- 
serve me from all evil and corrupt communica- 
tions. Direct me in the choice of my com- 
panions. ‘l’each me christian sobriety, and de- 
fend me against all unchastity in thought, word, 
and action. Clothe me with the ornaments of a 
meek, humble, and contented spirit. Dispose 
me to respect the counsels of age and experience. 
lelp me to avoid every action which I should 
wish to conceal, and may I keep a conscience 
void of offence. 

‘Send thy blessing on the family to which I 
belong. May we enjoy the comforts of mutual 
affection and assistance in our several stations, 
and all of us meet finally in the family of heaven. 

Bless my companions. In ail our social in- 
tercourse may we stand in awe, and sin not. 
I would cherish dutiful affections toward 
my superiours and theaged. Prolong their lives 
and their usefulness, and when they shall have 
gone the way.of all flesh, with thankful hearts 
their good instructions and example, may 

e, their successors, enter into their labours, 


pilival to sustain every -toil, and. perform every 
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duty, which belong to manhood. I pray ‘for 
these and all other blessings in the name of Je- 
sus Christ, humbly aspiring to be placed in the 
number of his disciples. Amen. 


REDE mae 


EIGHTH PRAYER» 
Zhe head of a family. 


O rnov, who dweilest on high, and yet 
humblest thyself to behold the things on the 
earth ! I would reselve, with thy servant of old, 
As for me aad my house we will serve the Lord. 
Enable me to walk before my charge with a per- 
fect heart, and to behave myself wisely in a per- 
fect way. Assist me to hold in subjection those 
under me with all gentleness and forbearance. 
May the different members of this family live in 
perfect harmony, and ‘may all their theughts and | 
actions tend to advance their common interest. 
And having respectively discharged incumbent 
duties, may we be admitted members of the 
great family of thy children in heaven. 

Wilt thou bless this tteighbourhood, and 
build us up in love. Dispose us to the exer. 
cise of mutual charity and forbearance. May 
we speak. truth with each other, and may none 
covet the greater possessions of his neighbour, 
Scatter every evil imagination, and strengthen 


our desires and efforts to please and serve. 
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Speak peace to those near us, and those afar off, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


1 GD 


NINTH PRAYER. 
Lhe aged disciple. 


“O Lorn! I have been holden up by thee 
‘irom the womb, and in thee do I put my trust. 
Be thou my strong habitation, whereuiito I may 
continually resort. -J amas a wonder unto ma- 
ny; but thou art my sufficient refuge. Let my 
mouth be ‘filled with thy: praise. Thou hast 
taught me, O God, from my youth. Cast me 
not off in the time of old age; forsake me 
notnow my-strength*faiketh. I will hope con- 
tinwially, and “yet praise’ thee more and more. 
My soul shall greatly“rejoice, for thou hast re- 

deemed it. “My tongue shall talk of thy right- 
' eOusness all the-tlay long. Now the evil days 
are come, and “the «years in which I have no 
pleasure, let thy comforts fill my soul morning 
and evening. ~Letmy hoary head be found in 
the way of righteousness, and may I shew thy 
strength -unto this generation. My strength is 
now labour and-sorrow. I go down to the 
grave. My outward man decays; strengthen 
me in the inner man, and now that my heart 
- and flesh fail, be thou the strength of my 
‘dheart, and my portion forever. Amen. 
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FIRST... 
On the Lord’s day morning, in the family. 


ALMIGHTY creator of heaven and earth, 
the-Ged of Israel, the father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the fountain of all our mercies! . 
We bless thee for the rich abundance of thy 
gifts, pertaining both to life and godliness. . We 
are this day called with joy and gratitude to re- 
member and acknowledge all the .dispensations 
of thy providence, designed for the instruction 
of the human mind, the sanctification of the hu- 
man heart, the reformation: of men’s manners, 
and the salvation of souls. - 

When all flesh had corrupted his way 3 when 
men, professing themselves to be wise, became 
fools, changed.the glory of the incorruptible Ged. 
into an image made like to corruptible man, and,, 
not liking to retain thee m their knowledge, were 
- filled with all unrighteousness; thou didst 
then interpose for their redemption : Thou didst 
choose Abraham and his posterity, encamping 
about them for their delivery and_ preservation, 
and committing unto them the lively oracles of 
truth. 


When. thy oe people forsook thy law, 
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and by their traditions made the commandment 
of none efféct ; when, instead of bringing forth 
the fruits of repentance and righteousness, they 
were wont to plead, We have Abraham to our 
father : When, for a.long season, they had killed 
thy prophets and digged down thine altars, and 
thus despised thy goodness and forbearance : 
When the Jew had become equally inexcusable 
with the gentile, thou didst, in the fulness of 
time, send forth thy son, made of a woman, 
made under the law ; that men might receive 
the adoption of sons,,and a new spirit, whereby 
they might ery, Abba, father. Yea, thou didst 
send the seed of promise, and prepare salvation 
before the face of all people. Thou didst send 
thy son to save men’s lives, to destroy the works 
“of the devil, to purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, a light to lighten the gentiles, and the 
glory of thy people Israel. | 
~~ Known unto thee are all things from the be- 
ginning of the world. We adore thy merciful 
counsel in the sure word of prophecy ; that 
thou didst raise up holy men, and moye them, 
by the Holy Ghost, to preach before hand the 
good tidings of salvation. ‘Thou wast gracious- 
ly pleased early to promise, That the seed of the 
woman should bruise the serpent’s head. Thou 
didst afterward reveal thy purpose of raising up 
a prophet, like unto Moses and to the prophets. 
Thou didst often speak in visions concerning thy 
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Holy One. We recognise in Jesus Christ the 
man whese name is the Branch, the Messenger 
ef the new covenant, the Lord our righteous- 
ness, and the Desire of all-nations. ~ 

- With adoring thoughts we. reoal to. -mind 
what ancient ae beheld....'To the fathers thy: 
glory was manifested ; the prophets thou didst 
- inspire.. Thou.didst descend..on. mount Sinai, 
and give thy law. . 

In these last days theurhast spoken unto us 
by thy son, full of grace and truth. . Blessed be. 
the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
for the spiritual and heavenly blessings received 
by him. In Jesus thou-hast given to the thirsty: 
the waters,,.and to the hungry the bread of eter- 
nal life. With religious.awe we would contem- 
plate the miracle of his birth.;. the:-works which, 
after he entered on his ministry, he did by thy 
mighty power ;_ the gracious words which pro- 
ceeded from his mouth ;_ the spotless purity of: - 
his manners; the benevolent labours of his 
whole life ; the astonishing presages and attend- 
ants of his crucifixion and death. the all impor- 
tant morning of his resurrection ;. and that most. 
interesting. day, when he was taken up into. 
heaven, anda cloud received him out of their. 
sight, to whom he had shewn himself alive for. 
.. forty days, and spoken the things pertaining to. 
the kingdom of God. © grant.us an ear. to 
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hear, and a heart to understand the great things 
of the gospel.. God forbid they should ever 
appear to us a8 idle tales, Praise waiteth for 
thee, O God, in Zion, for thy wonderful good- 
mess to the childten of men; for thy mercy 
shewn to the ungodly, the undeserving, the ill 
deserying. We come before thee this morning 
with thanksgiving for the wonderful things our 
ears have heard, and our eyes have read and 
seen. What mortal tongue can fully speak 
his praise, who, though rich, for our sakes. be- 
came poor, that we, through his poverty, might 
be rich. We will compass thine altar, O Lord, 
and keep holy day with the voice of joy and 
praise. Shed abroad thy love in our hearts. 
Enlighten our minds to know the great things 
aay and the exceeding riches of thy gos- 
; and since we have heard of thy salvation, 
wig we hold fast our confidence, and continue 


' in the things we have learned. Purify our hearts 


by faith ; give us the spirit of love. May we 
grow up unto him in all things, who is the 
head. Grant us to increase in the knowledge 
‘of God ; to walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleasing ; fe be fiudthd in: geod wok, sed 


make us meet to partake in the inheritance of 


saints in light. 
‘Othou most high over all the earth! May 


"the name of Jesus be glorious under the whele 
- ircuit of the sun. May his light shine on those 
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who sit in darkness, and the earth be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord. ‘Take the veil from 
their hearts, who are still preserved and beloved 
for the father’s sake, and may the branches 
broken off no longer abide in unbelief. Wilt 
thou again walk in the golden candlesticks of 
Asia. Create peace to those afir off. Bless 
thine heritage. Save’ thy people. Feed them 
also, and lift them up forever. For thine is the 
kingdom, power, and glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
SECOND. 
Before frublick worship, in. private. 


O ruov great searcher of hearts, who seest 
and knowest all my sis. I have endeavoured 
impartially to examine and judge myself, that I 
might not be condemned with the world, but be 

prepared for the holy exercises of this day. But 
who can tell how oft he offendeth 2? Cleanse me 
from secret and unknown transgressions, from all 
filthiness of flesh and spirit. I desire a full ac: 
quaintanee with my own heart, and am afraid of 
thinking myself to be something, when I am 
nothing. Open thou mine eyes to see my sins, 
that I may acknowledge them with due contri- ~ 
tion, and become meet this day to partake at the 
tale of the Lord. 
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My heart ‘condemns. me in’ .many things, 
[say in what] and'I am depressed with a sense 
of my unworthiness.. «When Llook back and 
perceive the errours and. miscarriages of my _ past 
life, and. consider. in how small ‘a degree I pos- 
sess the spirit and:temper of the gospel, my heart 
trembleth. for fear. | How shall.I appear at the 
_ Judgment seat of Christ; when he shall take ven« 

_ eauce on them who obey not the gospel ? 

_ Forgive all my secret. sins, of which I arh 
ignorant, and-cleanse me from them.. Forgive 
those transgressions, whereby I may have caus- 
ed blasphemy upon that holy name by which J 
am called. Accept the renewal I am about to 

make this day of tay vows:. Aecept the conse- 
ration I-make of ‘myself. to.thy service.. Take 
"me into thy holy keeping, and grant that,. during 
the religious exercises. of this day I may expe- 
rience no distraction of mind, no vain thoughts, 
no unkind affections,.and.my whole deportment 
may become the religion. I profess: Assist me 
to keep the christian feast with, the unleavencd 
bread.of. sincerity, and may I not furnish occa- 


sion for. that reproachful interrogation, Friend, 
; how camest thou in hither. not having on a wed- 


_ Sam garments 7 
O Lord; give me spiritual wiedons that I 


muy, ou Siege what is pleasing to thee, and follow 
what belongs unto Tay peace, and let the knowl- 


edge and peace of thee, and of Jesus Christ, pe. 











THE COMMUNICANT. 153 
my guide and portion this day, and all the few 
* remaining days of my transitory life ; and when 
he, who is our life, shall appear, may I appear 
with him in glory... Amen 


no IB 










THIRD. 


Just before the administration of thé aan, white 
the congregation are rettring. 


Biess the Lord, O my soul, who Sompiweti 
thie imiquities, and healeth thy diseases. ‘Thow 
art now affording meé an opportunity of com- 
memorating the sacrifice of the lamb, slain from 
the foundation of the world. O let me appreach 
the ordinance with that penitence, gratitude, and 
love which befit this solemn occasion. Direct 
me mto profitable meditations upon what Jesus 
did, said, and suffered. When I rest on the 
»romise of life, and cherish the hope of salvation, 
may I consider the efficacy of the obedience and 
death of the great high priést, knowing that I 
am redeemed, not with silver and gold, but with 
the precious blood of Christ. 

Shut not thine ears against the prayers to be 
offered at this time. May this whole church be 
filled with solemn awe, while they seal their 
vows of new abedience. Clothe us with the 
garments of salvation, and let thy banner over us 
be love. _ May the dews of thy grace descend, 
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and wilt thou here command thy blessing, ever 


Ceeeenit’ _oonenaral 


FOURTH. 
While the bread ie breaking. 


Bressep and glorious: saviour! Thou art: 


now manifesting thyself to us by the breaking of 
bread. Dost thou say unto my soul, Be of 
good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee ?. May I 
be one, whom thou rememberest for good,. now 
thou art come to thy kingdom, that I may hun 
ger no more. Who is the man, O Lord, that 


shall ascend thy holy hill? And where is he - 
who has clean hands and a pure heart ? But.this . 


is the day of the son of man, who forgiveth:sins. 
Let me inherit the blessings of the new. covenant 
and confirm it with me at this table.. This is 
thy body,.O saviour, which was broken for us., 
My eyes behold.a crucified redeemer ;; let them 





“ever be turned from beholding yanity and sin. 


‘How awful is this place! yet as is thy maj-. 


esty, O: God, so is thy mercy. Here is the 






of the bread of God, and the bread of 
God: is he,.which cometh down from heaven, 
od Hb ot “May I. cat of, this 
id, the word of salvation, and be 
ng eternal life.. May I find ac- 
wee Q father, by, that new and living Way, 















apnsccrated by Jesus, * medigtor. Amen, _ 
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FIFTH. 
‘While the wine is pouring Out. 


Hoxy lamb of God! Thy blood. shed for 
the remission of sins! Precious blood! The 
blood of a lamb, without spot and blemish t 
What penitence and humiliation become the sol- 
emn thought! Drink ye all of it. . What man- 
ner of love is this? The new covenant in my 
blood ! Established upon cxocedingly great and. 
precious promises. 

Let me take of the cup of salvation, ms Bo 
on the name of the Lord. Enter not into judg- 
ment with thy servant, O Lord! for in thy sight 
no flesh living shall be justified, Let me ems 
brace the covenant of mercy, L-will forgive their 
iniquity and remember their sins no more. . We. 
have redemption through his blood, even. the 
forgiveness.of sins. ~-Remember, O Lord, these 
words unto thy servants, upon which thou. hast 
caused us to hope. Grant us to partake of their 
blessedness whose transgressions are forgiven ; 
whose sins are covered ; to whom the Lord im- 
putes not — ; and in whose spirit there is 
‘RO — 
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ee 
SIXTH. 


Before departing from the table. 


- Triumrnant king of glory ! Once dead, 
but now alive, sitting at the right hand of God ! 
I have appeared among thy followers on earth. 
May I be a member of the general assembly and 
church of the first born, whose names are writ- 
ten in heaven. May I walk as becomes an heir 
of glory, anda child of the resurrection. Let 
may conversation be with thee, and may I keep 
myself unspotted from the world. May I always 
hold in remembrance this day of the right hand 
of the most high, nor forget the pledge of my 
“Saviour’s blood, 

_ My saviour’s love 1 May it be health and re- 
covery under all my infirmities ; safety and de- 
fence against all my «nemies; vigour and 
Strength to all my holy purposes ; comfort and 
support under every affliction ; assistance and 
direction under all doubts and difficulties ; cour- 
age and constancy in every danger, in the time 
+ sickness, and hour of death. ' 

My saviour’s love t May it procure me par. 





dial in this life ; mercy at the day of judgment ; 
and a.crown of glory in the kingdom of heaven. 
Amen, 
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Evening prayer in the family. 


Farner Almighty! We beseech thee @ 
follow with thy blessing the religious mstruc-. 
tions and devotional exertises of this day. Hear 
the prayers and accept the praises of thy people, 
and bless us with thy favour, who now. bring 
our evening incense and sacrifice. We thank 
thee for all the teachings and consolations of the 
gospel, and particularly fer the opportunities of 
worship, and means of christian improvement, 
with which we ate favoured. | 

Not compelled, like many confessors of oth- 
er times and countries, to assemble privately for 
fear of an enemy, we have this day enjoyed the 
privilege ef worship in the courts of thy house, 
and united eurselves with the multitude that 
kept holy day. The lines have fallen to us in 
pleasant places. We thank thee, Q thou giver 
of good gifts, for the price put into our hands 
to get wisdom ; fer the opportunities we enjoy 
‘of inquiring after the old paths; for every im- 
timation of duty and excitemerit of piety ; for 
the sacred scriptures, so able to make us wise 
to eternal life; for our powers of self examina- 
tion, and pondering the path of our feet; for 
‘every encouragement to look unto thee in pray~ 
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er ; for all who have spoken unto us in the name 
of the Lord; and for every example of faith, 
charity, and purity. 

May it not be our condemmation, that when 
light hath come into the world and shone upon 
us, we have loved ‘darkness rather than light. 
Having exceedingly great. and precious prom- 
ises, may -we be drawn -with these cords of 
love ; may we be.cleansed -from the pollutions 
which are’ in the world,-and perfect holiness in 
thy fear. Put anew spirit within us, and may 
we live blameless and-harmless in the world, as 
the children of God. Among men may our 
light shine. ‘We would.put.on bowels of mer- 
cy and compassion, and forgive one another as 
God, in Christ our redeemer, hath forgiven us. 
‘Our race may we run with patience, and our 
coursé may we finish with j joy. 

“And now, Lord, what wait we for? Truly 
‘our hope is in thee: Deliver us from all our 
“trans gressions, and make us not the reproach of 
the foolish. We offer up our prayers for all 





christian: churches that the pastors may be holy 
and faithful; that the members may walk in 
love: Clothe thy priests with salvation; so that 
thy saints ae ‘shout ‘aloud for joy. Amen, 
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EIGHTH. 
A private prayer in the evening. . 


Fatner of mercies, and Ged lof love! 
Thou hast revealed unto me things,.. which were 
in old time hidden: frommprophets :and righteous 
men. ‘Tliou hast made thy goodriess to pass be- 
foreme. Inthe solemn silence-of this retirement, 
I bow before thee, imploring thineaid that I may 
walk circumspectly, honestly, worthy of the 
Lord, and according te-the rules of thy holy 
word, . May the commemoration of my ¢rucifi- 
ed saviour influence all my theughts, words, 
and actions.. Let me do-every thing in his name 
with gratitude, affection, and reverence towards 
him, anda desire, of the advancement. of his 
kingdom. . 

Thou hast vouchsafed me a heavenly master, 
guide, saviour, and a forerunner .in the path .of 
holiness and. glory. Make me, to follow the 
lamb, to abide in the vine, and.to stand fast in 
the freedom wherewith thy son has made me 
free. Forbid it, gracious father, that I should 
ever make shipwreck of my faith, by not hold- 
. ing fast a good conscience. Let me not retain 
in any degree, that spirit which works in the 
children of disobedience, and, professing to know, 
by my works deny, thee. I trust and hope, 
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that I strive and not merely seek to.enter in. at 
the strait gate. 

Forgive the many things thy pure eyes must 
have seeh amiss in the services of the day past. 
May I go on rejoicing in the christian course. 
May I carry into life, and through life, the spirit 
of this day. Suffer ine not to wander im the 
wilderness, nor ever lose sight of the heavenly 
Canaan. As for me and my house, we wilt 
serve the Lord. Assist me in ordering out a 
good conversation in the sight of my family. 
Grant me the satisfaction of knowing each one in 
this house to inquire, what he, pe 5 shall dota 
be saved, and resorting to Jesus, as doves ta 
their windows. May they go to thine altar with 
acceptance. 

- O thou who hast given pastors and teachers 
for the edifying of the body of Christ ! Furnish 
all thy servants in the ministry unto every good 
work. Give success te the pastor in this socie- 
ty. May his ministry contribute to the increase 
of godliness. Heal any divisions which may be 
among us. Quicken and renew all who rest itt 
_ the forms of religion without experiencing its 
power. May all professed believers be careful 
to maintain good works. Endue those in s‘a- 
tions of authority with wisdom; and by their 
influence and example, may they form the man- 
ners of the people to christian virtue. Comfort 
every sorrowful heart under the hardships of this 
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earthly pilgrimage. When their hearts or mine 


may fail, let it be our comfort, that we have an . 


advocate with the father, even Jesus Christ the 
righteous, once the propitiation for our sins, but 
now reigning in glory. Amen. 
N INTH. . 
The absent “member. - 

I am denied, this day, the privilege and hap- 
piness of communion with the:saints, and receiv- 
ing the sensible tokens of the saviour’s love. 
But I do nevertheless join m heart and spirit 
with my fellow christians ; and with them ren- 
der thanks to thee, almighty. father, who sentest 
thy son to redeem and save lost men. I call to 


remembrance with gratitude the sufferings and 
death of the glorious saviour, and acknowledge 


my obligations to receive, obey, and imitate him,. 


as my heavenly teacher and example, the only 
mediator, and my advocate with thee. I unite 
with the church in pleading the worth of the. 
redeemer’s sacrifice ; in relying on his blood for 
pardon ; and in imploring his aid for deliverance 


from the many corruptions of my heart and 


snares in the world. I devote myself to thee, 

and pray that I may never wilfully depart from, 
thy law, or through infirmity fall into sins which 
02 
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may bring reproach upon the name by which 
am named. I join with the church in all their 
benevolent intercessions ; that help and comfort 
may be afforded, suitable to the necessities and 
sorrows of men ;. that spiritual food may be pro- 
vided, for all who hunger after righteousness, and 
thirst for the living God. 


When shall I come and appear before God ; 
and go with the multitude to his house, and join 
in their voice of praise to.thee, who. art the health: 
of my countetiance,. and my God ? Blessed be 
thy name, that’ the re ie prayer of thy ser- 
vants is not hid from thee ; for thou. art present 
alike in the retired chamber, and in the publick 


assembly. All my desire is before thee. To: 


thee I commit myself, through Jesus, my Lord.. 
TENTH. 
The mother offering a child in baptiem. 
- Faruer of mercies ! Thou hast upheld me 


by thy free spirit, restored. unto. me the joy of 


thy salvation, and caused me to see the travail 
of my soul and body. Thou hast saved thine 


unworthy handmaid in the sorrows and perils of 


Let the blessings of the womb. 
be holy to the Lord... I commend to thy mercy 
and goodness my tender infant. Preserve its: 
limbs, and.its health ;, may it grow instature, and: 
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comfort me concerning my work. But above: 
all things, I pray, and thou knowest the sincerity 
of my petition, that this child may be sanctified 
from its earliest years, yon gui the ‘nur 
ture and admonition of Lord. 

In thankfulness to thee for all thy mercies 
I will carry this infant on my breast to the place 
that is called. by thy name, offering unto thee the 
sacrifice of thanksgiving and’ prayer. All souls 
are thine. I- present to: thee, by the washing 
with pure water, this child, a living sacrifice. 
Fulfil that holy promise, which is made to us and 
eur children. Pour out thy spirit and blessing 
upon. my offspring. ‘Teach us, the parents, to 
fulfil all our duties to our children. T fear the 
effects of fond indulgence and misguided affec- 
tion. Wilt thou direct me to the most rational 
and profitable expressions of my warm love. 


Holy father ! Blessed Jesus! Into the arms of 


saving love I commit my child. Happy Mary ! 
Surely blessed art thou among women. Happy 
children ! who were taken into their saviour’s 
arms to receive the tokens of is powerful love. 
Afflicted Rachel ! weeping for her children, and 
would not be c » because they were not. 


Almighty of the generations of men ! 


Thou knowest our frame, and rememberesi that 
we are but dust ; accept the mingled tears of 
humanity and devotion. Let innocence, truth, 
and piety adorn the growing years of my chil- 
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dren, and may children’s children rise up, invoke 
thy name, and call thee blessed. May this child 
be.a vessel of honour, ‘sanctified, prepared unto 
every good work, and» meet for the heavenly 
master’s use. Amen. 


ELEVENTH. 


: — citizen. 


Mo: ST high God, the possessor of heaven: 
and earth, whose dominion is from generation to 
generation! Hear my supplications in behalf of 
my country, and all ranks and conditions of men 
among.us. Wilt thou graciously preside in, the 
at_of our publick concerns, and so di- 





rect u ‘our Magistrates that they may be.a terrour 


to. evil doers and.a protection, to them who do 


well, ‘Succeed our national affairs, amidst all 


their various and doubtful aspects, and plead our 
cause with any who. tise up against us. May 
other nations be disposed to respect our rights ; 
and we be led to. maintain them with union and 
energy. . Vouchsafe. thy care and guidance to the 
eside nt of the united . states. May not the 
ings which belong to, the peace of the nation 
ever hid from Ais eyes.. Grant unto, him a 
pirit 0 knowledge and discernment, and a zeal 
r the genera welfare; and may his administra- 
tion be a publick blessing, May he exercis¢ his 
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dificult office without unjust censure or unprin- 
cipled opposition from any. May he so rule 
and we so obey, as to become meet partakers of 
divine aid and salvation. Extend thy favourable 
influences to all branches of our government. 
May our lawgivers discern, at all times, the in- 
terest of their country, and pursue it with zeal. 
and- integrity. Assist those entrusted with the 
administration of justice to judge righteous 

judgment. Make all our executive officers 
peace, and our exactors righteousness. Bless. all 
the societies which are established among us, 
whether for the advancement of tlie secular or 
religious interests of men. Succeed the labours 
of husbandmen and manufacturers. Extend the 
means of useful information. Give peace in our 
villages and towns in the commonwealth, and 
throughout the union. Wash us from our sins, 
and may that righteousness which exalts a na- 
tion spread and prevail. Let me ever be obedi- 
ent to the laws, for conscience sake, and render 
unto all their dues. And grant that I may ex- 


press my gratitude for civil privileges by dili- 
gently performing my civil duties, and leading a 
quiet and peaceable life im all godliness and hon- 
esty. Let the Lord be magnified, for he hath 
pleasure in the prosperity of his servants. 
Amen. 
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I 


TWELFTH.-. 
The christian... 


_ 1 pow my knees urito, thee, O God, . the 
father. of our Lord Jesus Christ, “of whom the 
whole; family in heayen and. earth is named ! 
May thy.son dwell in my heart:by Saith. May 
this. faith be unfeigned, purify me from sin, 
fill me with joy and peace, and be a sure unc- 
tion to my soul-in all dangers and afflictions. 
May I heartily believe the truth thou hast re- 
vealed, and hereby be kept unto salvation. Grant 
unto~me ‘such a ope, as answers to thy righ- 
promises, and shall not suffer me to be 
pa but shall cause me to.run. with patience. 





the race set before me. ~Vouchsafe unto my soul. 


that most excellent gift of charity, the bond of 
perfectness, and the.end of the commandment. 
May. 1 so abound in love, as to possess an. inward 


witness of haying:-passed from death unto life. 
Direct me unto a charitable walking with all my 





brethren. Rule thou-in my heart ; direct my 
views and behaviour i in regard to iliee’ whose 
religious . persuasions are different from mine 
own. Instruct-me whom to receive and bid 
God speed, and. suffer me not to partake in the 
errours and evil deeds of any. Let me be uni- 
ted in love to all those, whose hearts are right in 
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thy sight. Whatever is wanting in the church 
of which I am a member, may it be set in order. 
Let them be ashamed, who form any weapons 
against the truth. “And may every plant in 
christendom, which thou hast: not planted, be 
rooted up. My heart’s desire and prayer to God 
for christian Israel is, that they may be saved, 
and that grace may be multiplied upon all who 
call Jesus master, and loye him in sincerity. 

Grant understanding, fidelity, and zeal to all the 
messengers of gospel truth, and may they expe- 
rience the power of that salvation which they 
preach to others. Direct and prosper the labours 
of every society instituted and conducted with a 
view to the -reformation of manners and the 
propagation of the gospel. May the pious and 
charitable behold in their lifetime the fruits of 
their labours. Enlarge, O Lord, the. tent of 
thy church ; lengthen its. cords, and strengthen 
its stakes. O when shall ‘te Jews, th 

branches broken off for their unbelief, be gratt- 
ed into their own olive tree! O when shall 
. the fulness of the gentiles come in, and. the ut- 
termost parts of the earth be the possession and 





kingdom of-our Lord.and his Christ ! AMEDs. 
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er 
THIRTEENTH. 
The parish minister. 


Tov hast, O Lord, in thy holy providence, 
set me in this place to water what was planted 
by my worthy fathers in the gospel ministry. I 
humbly trust that I covet no man’s silver, gold, 
or apparel ; but I greatly fear that I shall not be 
found faithful at the last day. Thou hast given 
imto me the ministry of reconciliation, and made 
mie a steward of thy mysteries ; but I have not 
faithfully tanght and warned every man, and I 
fear that the souls of many will be required at 
my hand. O teach me what I shall teach, and 
Jet me speak as becomes the oracles of God. 
May sach thoughts come into my mind, and 
such words into my mouth, that out of the a- 
bundance of both the hardened sinner may be 
softened, the relenting mourner be comforted, 
the weak and wavering be established, and the 
strong wax stronger in the Lord. Wilt 
thou bless my feeble labours, so that I may 
bea savour of life unto life in regard to some. 
Let not the lambs of my flock perish for want of 
the milk of the word, and may not the sheep 
wander for want of pasture. Thou hast favoured 
me with many advantages for becoming a good 
minister of Jesus Christ. [I have had no occa- 
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sion to entangle myself with the affairs of this 
life.] [I have been among this people without 
fear.] I have had the countenance and prayers 
of the wise and good; but yet I have faintly 
done..the work of an “evangelist, and am far 
from having made full proof of my ministry... I 
pray for that satisfaction which results from. more 
entirely approving myself the minister of God. 
Preserve me from preaching myself, or seeking 
the praise of men. Keep me from mortifying 
indiscretions, and exposing myself to blame ; 
from. laying a stumbling-block before the blind ; 
from making sad the hearts of the righteous ; or 








strengthening the hands ofthe wicked, _ Let me 
habitually fear, lest by aff¥ means,,when I have 
preached to others, I should myself be a castaway. 


Give me health of bedy, vigour of mind, enga- 
gedness of heart, peace in my family, and so 
much of the comforts of Jife as may be for thy 
glory. Give me the love of the young, the con- 
fidence of all. men, the prayers of saints, and 
above ali the. light and the heat which proceeds 
from thee the giver of all good. gifts, Amen. 


reibidledben 
© rou, that, hearest. prayer ! Unto thee 
shall all flesh come. I adore:thee as the father 
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of spirits, the father of the rain, and the fathet 
of all our mercies, I would not live without 
thee or against thy laws. Let me love and a- 
dore thee, who lovest righteousness and hatest 
iniquity. Thine unalienable name is Jehovah : 
may. this name ever fill my mind with awful 
reverence and filial fear. ‘Thy laws to man are 
justice and mercy, and the humble are thy pe 
culiar care. Grant me disposition and strength 
to execute thy requirements ; and as I have of- 
ten failed in my duty, I beseech thee to cleanse 
my soul from the stains-of transgression. I am 
undeserving; -but I implore thy goodness to 
multiply upon me the delights of society, the 
fruits of knowledge, MG the joys of conscious 
virtue. And when. this corruptible body shall 
die, wilt thou receive.my incorruptible seul inte 
thy holy keeping and blissful presence. 

Hea my prayer, @ universal father, for all 
thy children. Whenaeverthe sun rises and sets, 
may light and comfort be shed on the needy, the 
sorrowlul, and the stranger. From. the rich 
treasury: of thy goodness, wilt thow satisfy the 
moral indigence-ef mankind. Take from delud- 
ed mortals the intoxicating cup.of polluted plea- 
sure, and may the .sons of men learn to bless 
thee for what thou deniest, as well as what thou 
givést. ‘Grant peace among the uations of the 
earth, and may its inhabitants learn righteous- 
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ness from. thy judgments.. May the education 
and laws of mankind be ameliorated ;, thy holy 
truth. be spread in every land; and may the 
vanishing sons of men adore the greatness of thee 
who.inhabitest eternity, and rejoice with praise 
to thy name, who art good unto all and whose 
tender mercies are over all thy works. My soul 
relies on thy help. I desire, above all things, 
the lights which come from thee.. I pray, that I. 
may know thee more, worship thee with purer: 
ihcense, and obey thee more perfectly. Amen.. 


—_— 


CONCLUSION. 


Prayer of ihe author.. 


May it please God to give. tlie reader of 
these devotional compositions. a: serious and 
praying heart. May some fruit arise from this 
effort to find out aceeptable words ; - words 
which may animate the devotion of the languid, 
direct the mental exercises of the ignorant, 
stimulate emotions of contrition and repentance, 
invigorate the labours of the benevolent, and in- 
crease the fervours of christian piety. ‘To God 
who heareth prayer by Jesus Christ, the medi- 
um: of all our spiritual blessings, who hath given 
to the sincere and humble boldness and access 
ta the divine throne, be glory forever. Amen. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Ir will be obvious to every reader of the 
above manual, that a multitude of circumstances, 
times, and characters are omitted. The assigned 
limits of the work rendered this unavoidable. 

The author will not ‘conceal it, that he has) an 
ambition to form a book of larger size, more co- 
pious, and systematical ; but he waits with anx- 
iety to know the reception this may meet with, 

and will not vainly anticipate a degree of approba- 
tion, which he ought only diffidently to hope for. 
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PREFACE TO THE MEDITATIONS. 


Rericiovs meditation is the devotional exercise of 
the mind and heart upon any subject associated either 
with the character, works, will, or purposes of God: It 
is conversing affectionately with spiritual objects with 
‘the desire and design of making them more familiar, 
‘and drawing from them new excitements, either to work- 
ing or suffering obedience : It is an exercise of the in- 
ward man upon what is seen, felt, heard, or read ; less 
formal than that of prayer, not so purely intellectual as 
‘acts of reasoning : In fine,if we can comprehend the 
“force of that asiatick figure, it is eating the bread which 
wisdom has prepared, and drinking ef the'wine whith she 
‘has mingled. ae ; 

Experience has evinced in’ all ages, that such medi 
‘tation is’ promotive of a godly spirit ; that it refreshes 
under the languors of devotion; that it renews the 
sense of moral obligation ; kéeps the heart tender; 
‘makes us fear to offénd ; and in one word, that it recruits 
the activity of our religious obedience, and is indispen- 
‘sable, if we would tread “ the path of the just, which is 
as the shining light and shineth more and more unto the 
‘perfect day.” | seme 

It might suffice for some only to be directed as to the 
‘proper subject of meditation, and furnished with general 
‘Tules for the profitable exercise of their own thoughts. 

Give them topicks, and their own meditations would be 
‘better for themselves and better in reality, than what we 
‘ean furnish. But many other, particularly the young; 
the ignorant, the new convert, require something more 
than subjects and rules ; They experieace the eunuch’s 
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want, and demand a Philip to guide them. We have 
endeavoured to assist such in the few following pagts. 
Should they prove acceptable we shall then have to la- 
ment, that we were restricted within such narrow bounds. 


The observing and intelligent reader will perceive 
no system nor uniformity in the following thoughts. The 
adoption of these required more room. Is it not desira- 
ble that every family should be furnished with a larger 
book, of 2 or 300 pages, comprising plain, short, fractical 
meditations, on the nature, acts, and advantages of chris- 
tian virtue ; onthe evidence and authority of divine rev- 
elation ; on the holy examples and characters of sacred 
writ ; on the means of improvement; on the words 
and actions of our saviour ; the dignity of his person ; 
the end of his mission; the fruits that have accrued 
from, his mediation ; his doctrines ; the necessity of be- 
lieving them ;_ his precepts, and the sanctions of obedi- 
ence ; his miracles, parables, &c, &c.? The world in- 
deed is full of books, and it is a sore evil ; but we would 
diminish the evil by reducing their contents within a nar- 
Tower compass, selecting what may be most useful to an- 
imate and assist in religious exercises ; what may excite 
and revive evanescent ideas and sensations, and increase 
their power on the conduct and happiness of men. 

And now, Lord, wilt thou plant thy truth in our in- 
ward parts, and make us to know wisdom in the hidden 
mah. Our pleasure is in thy law, and we will think ey- 
_ ery day en the things which are lovely, pure, and honest. 

May our meditation of thee be ever sweet to us, and ac- 
ceptable in thy sight. Whether we meditate in the 
house. er by the way, in the night watches or in the 
day, on thy precepts or on thy works, in the multitude 
of our thoughts within us may thy comforts delight our 
souls ! 
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' FIRST. 
Our father. Matt. vi. 9. 


HERE is the whole gospel in WMS eat 
Our father in heaven loves‘us his children,and pro- 
vides for our happiness, ‘and directs by his prov- 
idence the course of our education. The gospel 
contains the messages and warnings of his paren. 
tal grace ; and they were. sent by his. well be. 
loved son. But there are some who abuse the 
goodness of God, and, from the abounding of 
his grace, are encouraged to continue in sin. 
Others live without God, and others” hate him ! 
Distressful impiety ! Children of disobedience, 
take warning ;. consider that God is a lawgiver 
and judge as well as.a father; and if ye turn not 
at his reproof, and set at nought ‘all his: counsel, 
he will mock when your fear cometh ; you Shall 
call, but he will not answer ; you will seek, but 
not find. ‘The same tribunal which pronounces, 
Come ye blessed, will utter, Depart ye cursed. 
Full of prayers we beseech sinners to be recons 
ciled to God, who waiteth to be gracious, “but 
his spirit will not always strive with’you. “His 
goodness should lead us to repentance. Apt 
proach boldly the throne of his grace, that you 
may obtain both grace and help. 
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SECOND. 
Zam Alpha and Omega. Rev. i: 8 


No rash conjectures are to be made concern- 
ing the nature of Christ, or unscriptural phrases 
used indescribing hischaracter. But have we read 
attentively , and. with an understanding heart, what 
is revealed concerning the son of David and the 
son of God? Iknow him.to be the author of my 
faith, and believe that he will also be the finisher. 


But God. hath given him a name above every 


name, that every tongue should confess: him Lord. 


‘to the glory of God the father,. Blessing, hon-. 
our, glory, and power be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne-and unto the lamb forever and 


ever. This was never said to any prophet or 


apostle. Thowart my son ! An appellation giv- 


en to none of the angels. Alpha and Omega ! 
He is the subject of prediction from the days of 
Adam to the close of the prophetick annals. He 
pag with the father before the world was. 

he this in real existence and possession, or 


prospective appointment ? Holy spirit of 
truth, help. me to decide. (We will not decide 


. or explain. beyond our knowledge, and let not 


christians contend -with too much zeal. The 
point has cost much bloodshed.) Alpha, and a_ 
glory with the Father before the world was! , 
Such a character could not be employed in the 
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‘execution of any ordinary charge, but to do 
something particularly terminating in the glory 


of God and peace of man, It was meet that a ~ 


star should direct to his cradle. Well might 
angels announce his birth. 

Holy prophet, king, saviour! the world felt 
thy presence. “The winds, the waves, the dis- 
eases, and viods of men obeyed thy word ; and 
in that weighty moment, when thoa aidst ‘lay 
aside the body of thy flesh, an eclipse, an earth- 
quake, and the resurrection of many bodies of 


‘saints, announced’ the event. But it still remains - \ 


‘ 
| 


for thee to be manifested the Omega ; to sit On 


the throne ‘of judgment, and ‘to give every man } 


according to his works ; to change and fashion 
these bodies in the similitude of thine own ; arid 
when thou hast subdued all things, become thy- 
self subject unto God, that he may be all inall. 

Blessed saviour! Exalted prince t From the 
sacred well of thy word let me draw the water 
‘of “éternal life. Every thing rests on thee, du- 
ties and motives, doctrines and their proof; ait 
thy feet.I will place myself for instruction; te 
Calvary will I repair for pardon. ‘Thou art my 
victory over the world, and my flesh shall rest 
ia hope of thy redeeming power. Amen. _. 
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Never man shake like this man. John vii. 46, 


In the discourses of our saviour we find no 


‘Breat; swelling words, such as are learnt at courts 
and schools, but he spake plainly. He taught © 


the things unseen by allusions to the things seen. 
He jinstructed affectionately, and demonstrated 
with his words:how constantly ‘he was touched 
‘by the fecling of ‘human infirmities. He spake 
with miraculous power. The’ soldiers, sent to 
sieze him, as soon as they heard the words, I 
am/he, went backward and fell to the ground. 
If ‘proof. and illustration were wanting in regard 
to-his doctrines, they are supplied by his uniform 
practice. He could demand of friends, enemics, 
and.strangers, Which of you convinceth me of 








sin? He was a sinless steward of holy truth. 


The-gospel history explains the origin of all his 
excellency. He came from the bosom of the 
Father. He had the spirit without measure. In 
him-dwelt all the fulness of the godhead. 


FOURTH. 


How shall I do this great wickedness and sin ogainsg 
God? Gen. xxxix. 10. 


Wuar tenderness of conscience, what re- 
ligious sensibility, is expressed in these words ! 
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Powerful enticement : but deprived of its whole 
influence by three words, God seeth me. With 
this thought the tremulous heart, like the necdle 

to the pole, is turned speedily to the point of rec- 

titude. _ The religious man is a sure law to him- 
self. No infirmity of nature, strength of tempt- 

ation, nor sophistry of reasoning, can seduce him 
to wilful disobedience. Joseph was born of God; 

he could not commit sin, for it was contrary to 
his spiritual nature. With constant jealousy let us 
watch ourselves, lest at any time God should not 
be in our thoughts, and so we displease and offend 
him by our deeds. When the intercourse of 
man with his maker is suspended, there is little 
security against the defilements of ‘sin. RReli- 

gion confers a fortitude and perseverance of mind 
which no adversary can prevailingly resist ; the 

good man, from the good treasure of his heart, 

bringeth forth good things. ‘* Walk before me: 

be thou perfect.” Here is an epitome of prac- 

tical religion. If we obey this one precept, we 

shall obey every other; mo temptation can 

wound us. Walking in the presence of God 

we are in the sure road to perfection ; we shall 

go from weakness to strength, and from strength 

to glory. 
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FIFTH. 


Ths kingdom of ‘heaven is like unto a grain of mustard 
seed....and ltke unto leaven. Matt. xiii. 31,33. 


How expansively has the christian faith been 


propagated !, That which was spoken first. in 
the little prevince of Judea, was soon spread 


among the isles of the gentiles. The gospel 


sound speedily extended into the families of Shem, 
Ham, and Japhet.; yes, it spread joy in Europe, 
Asia, and Affica, and disciples from the east and 
west sat down, with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
in,the kingdem of heayen, ‘Since the primitive 


age, how many living thousands have reported 


gospel narrative of grace, and how many. more 
| wath their dying breath, have testified their 


belief of its truth! Yet in the beginning it had 


no support from wealth or arms ;.they, were em- 
ployed against the cause .of christianity. Both 
learning and j ance were. enemies tothe faith. 
Its interests have been .often betrayed through 
the weakness of its,real, and the treachery of its 

>: friends.. Notwithstanding all these 
things the grain of mustard sprouted, . veg- 
etated, and has become a tree. Its leaves have 
been the healing of the nations. Many a 
wanderer has been sheltered under its branches. 
Millions have been indebted for nourishment and 
comfort to its fruit and its shade. ‘The leaven 




















MEDITATIONS. | 183 


too of the gospel has expanded with joy many 
an aching heart. By a mysterious influence, and 
hidden operation, it has touched with peace and 
pleasure the chords distended with fear, sorrow, 
and despair. Come, declare your number, ye 
ignorant who have been enlightened by that wis- 
dom, which came froma above ; and your num- 
ber, ye obstinate whose hearts have been soften- 
ed and opened ta recerve the words of salvation ; 
and your number, ye sorrowful who. have been 
eomforted by the compassion of Jesus ; and 
your number, ‘ye-strangers whose feet have been 
washed in the laver of christian kindness ; and 
your number, ye illfated Africans. who have been 
restored to freedom ! But stop, your stripes and 


your blood this moment call far vengeatice of ..<) : 


unchristian oppressors. When shall the’old 
leaven of this cruelty and oppression be “purged 
away ? Though slavery be not abolished, yet 
the condition of slaves is doubtless much amel- 
iorated in many instances by the influence of 
christian principles. 

Holy faith, once delivered to the saints ! let 
us dwell on thy power, Thineinfiuence impreg- 
nates with mercy the warriour’s heart, and he 
binds up the limbs he has mangled.  Statestnen, 
who know little of ‘thy history and less of thy 
principles, have been silent with veneration of 
thy power.. Thy lessons to those on the throne 
have been justice and judgment, In the cottage 
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thou. imspirest frugality and contentment. The 
travailing mother muses on thy promise of being 
saved in child bearing, and they who draw near 
the gates of death have rejoiced in the support of 
thy rod.and staff. 

Is not something of thee to be. seen among 
all sects of christians? At St. Peter’s, at St. 
Paul’s, at the conventicles, are there not sin- 
cere believers ?.. Holy spirit of christianity ! 
let. me. not despise the smallest token of 
thy power, or lose one moment in gaining and 
dispersing thy blessed fruits.. Iam not ashamed 
of thee. Thou didst command the veneration of 
Locke, the ripest of human intelligences ;_ by 
thee Watts knew,the joys of heaven while he 
.. Staad pean oneti. Thou didst waft, on the wings of 
~ kof , our fathers over the Atlantick, and in- 
ate their watchful labours by sea and 
land. The Huron pants for the streams of 
thy grace, and the world is thirsty for thy living 
waters. 


seen Seeman 


SIXTH. 
But I say. unto you love your enemics, Matt. v. 44. 


Let us examine ourselves on this head. 
An enemy. has stained our reputation ;_ has hin- 
dered our acquisition of honour ; has defrauded 
us of our right; he insults us under depression, 
andthe world ignorantly countenance all these 
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injuries: But we say we are above revenge, 
and despise so wicked an adversary. This is not 
to love him. He has confessed his errour; we 
have forgiven him, and are fully reconciled‘; but 
we wish not to see him, or to have any intercourse 
with him. Then we do not love him. But we 
have so far conquered our aversion, that we are 
willing to live on good terms and be civil to 
him, though he cannot ‘reasonably expect many 
acts of friendship. This is not to love him. 
Our hearts are still estranged. ‘The enemy is: 
forgiven, but not loved and treated as a brother. 
Rough appearances are smioothed away, but the 
inward rancour is not removed. Let us enter 
the closet and pray. “ Almighty God! I be- 


seech thee to heal the wounds which a prou@®».<@% 


sensibility has made in my heart. Enable‘me™ 
to forget the momentary injuries done me by a 
brother. Pardon the crimes of my whole life ; 
forgive the numerous trespasses which I have 
trespassed against thee. Mine enemy is. sick, 
wilt thou heal him; his children are profligate, 
wilt thou reclaim them ;. he threatens me with 
new injuries, take from him his hostile purposes, 
and forgive him, for he knows not what he is do- 
ing. My. pride has magnified his injuries, ac- 
cept the sacrifice I now make of all my. resent- 
ments. Perfect me in obedience to the precepts 
and in conformity to the example of Jesus Christ 
‘ ' Q2 | : 


% 
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I-am reviled, keep me from reviling again; I 
suffer, preserve me from threatening ; unto thee 

who judgest righteously I commit myself. A- 
men.” 


a 


SEVENTH. 


Gather upft the fragments that nothing be fost. John vi. 12. 


Bresszp Jesus ! how well do thy miracles 
comport with thy character, and illustrate thy 
mercy. ‘The eyes of the hungry wait on thee, 
and ‘thou givest’ them meat in due season ; 
thou -stretchest forth the hand of thy power, the 
bread multiplies, the five loaves and two fishes 
ae an plenteousness. ‘Fhe multitude sit 
wit at thy command, and there is sufficient 
very one. “A miracle: it excites our as- 

mishitment, ‘and even exceeds the belief of some. 
But a liké miracle is wrought every year. The 
grain we sow is multiplied ; the bread is multi- 

plied in the hands of the disciples who distribut- 
ed it. “The same omnipotence does both. 

‘But we read, Gather up the fragments, that 
nothing be lost. What need of this, when it is 
so easy to make loaves ?. I do not know. But 
this page inthe gospel well agrees with the book 
of nature : for, amidst ali the ‘ profusions of 
divine bounty, God hath so constituted the. world 
that there should be no waste, and there is none. 
He weighed the dust and measured the water, 


— 


\ 
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when the world was made; so much of each, 
The same quantity still remains. The decayed 
leaves nourish the tree, from which they iell. 
Something gathers ‘up all fragments, and it is 
the voice of him who made the world, Let 
nothing be lost.” 
Husbands and housewives, be frugal. Let 
not the accusation, that..you, have wasted his 
goods, be preferred to,the great husbandman in 
heaven... Nothing -will.contribute,,more te ease 
in living, than fragality.. .A second only may. be 
required to:pick up a corn, but a minute perhaps 
to raise one. . With economy we may keep out 
of debt, live in plenty, entertain strangers, have 
our children clean and. warm,,and something left 





to give a poor, sick neighbour... Though . } 





labour six days with ever so much, diligence, yet. ae 


wastefulness will leave us nothing to eat’on the 
seventh. Wastefulness is like the ,horseleech, 
crying, Giye, give ; . but. is never satisfied, nor 
says, It is enough. ) | 

Reason, religion, self interest, all say, Gather 
up the fragments. Be frugal of bread ; of mon- 
ey ; of time ; of strength; of every thing ; and 
particularly economize .with reason, nor waste 
the powers of the mind. in trifling contests, but 
reserve their best exertions to defend the truth, 
and especially that, all-comprehensive truik,. He 
that is wise-is wise, for himself, 
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a 
EIGHTH. 


Tf ye love them who love you, what reward have ye ? 
do not even the fiublicans the same ? Matt. v. 46. 


Narve at virtues are not to be confounded 
with christian graces.. The latter embrace more 
objects, proceed from more exalted motives, and 

+ are more certain and durable in the exercise. 
Politeness'in manners, justice in dealings, com- 
1 passion tothe distressed, gratitude to benefactors, 
and parental and filial affection, may exist, without 

any religion. ‘These indeed are virtues deserved- 
__ ly praised in the northand south, the east and west, 
and no one canbe a christian without them. 
y they are not of themselves the sure tests of a 
_ Chr ~-Publicans love those who love them. 
yes hi to compassion and gratitude. Self 
@ séinterest requires Justice. Christianity is more 
—& extensive in its principles ; it embraces new 
| objects, excites new fervours, and directs our 
aims to mew ends. Natural benevolence en- 
twines around the: heart a father, a brother, a 
benefactor, the sorrowful, the indigent. But 
christian benevolence creates a bond of union 
between the holy and’ virtuous ; it demands the 
suppression even of natural feelings towards an 
enemy ; it embraces man with all his interests, 
temporal, spiritual, and eternal. Am 1 a chris- 
| tian, or only a decent publican ? 
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NINTH. 


Speak not evil one of.another, brethren. Jam. iv. 11. 


No vice receives mee countenance in soci- 
ety than evil speaking ; and yet ho viee is more 
frequently checked. by the genuine principles of 
christian goodness.:» IfE-am: Aumble,.1 shalk 
open my eyes to my. own, and not my neigh- 
bour’s defect. If-I am charitable, I shall hard- 
ly believe, much less utter, what.I> wish not 
true. If Lam just, I shall do to: others what I 
would they should do to:me, i.e: Be silent, when 
they cannot commend. © If we cannot save aman 
from infamy, O let us not assist in overwhelming: 
him with disgrace. Perhaps he has repented of his 
sin. Shall I proclaim the disgrace’of one, whonr 
God has forgiven’? Let:us.remember a back-' 
shiding neighbour i in our secret prayers: ‘to God, 
but forget him in the presence of men.” That’ 
tongue which blesses the father, and confesses 
Christ, ought never’ to utter an evil report. A’ 
bother, a’ sister, has fallen. A holy example’ 
will sooner reclaim, than bitter censure. Beside,’ 
if we shew no mercy, how shall’ we approach 
with the least confidence the throne of grace, and 
pray God to cover our transgressions ? *» Where- 


fore, lay aside all évil speakings. Judge not, 
that ye be rot judged. a 
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TENTH. 


Entreat... the younger pilin as sisters, with all pu- 
rity.  : Tim. v..2. 


_ Have we anyounchaste desires towards sis- 
ters? No. We ought not to have any towards 
our female acquaintances and companions, but 
treat them with respect and affection. This 
behaviour indicates:a cultivated mind, real hu- 
Mianity, a christian: spirit, moral. discernment, 
and delicacy. == ~ 

... As sisters. “Wate friendly towards sisters, 
affectionate, and attentive. The female sex are 
intitled:to a similar-regard, and may justly de- 
mand a similar coriversation. Jama young man. 
I will ‘be the: generous friend of every young 
womian. with, whom: I have intercourse ;, take an 
interest in her pleasures and pains ; and adopt my 
behaviour to her condition in life and mode of 
ediiGation: »..I will love her, and be desirous of 
her improyement.and welfare. I will exercise 
the beneyolent: affections, and perform every 
needed-act of kindness ; but heaven grant, that 
it maybe with all purity ; that every sister may 
Witness and applaud miy chaste conversation, 
goupled, with respect ; that no evil-thoughts may 
proceed out of ‘my heart ; that I may never de- 
file the temple of God. Let me ever esteem it 
the highest honour of character to protect female 
virtue ; to suggest no temptation which sali en- 
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danger female imnocence ;_ to, extinguish every 
incentive to vice, Let no: corrupt communica. 
tion proceed ftom my mouth, May God pre- 
serve me, soul and body, undefiled, and cleanse 
me from all filthiness of flesh and spirit’! 


—— 
ELEVENTH, 


Blessed att thou among women. TLiike i. 42. 


Ir is said of some christians, that they pray ° 
to the. virgin Mary, ‘This im them is an errout. 
She was no more than a human being. . ‘The an- 
gel not with prayer but salutation wid ‘Hail, high- 
ly favoured, the Lord is with thee : blessed art 
thou among women. And when she wast trou. 
bled, he said, Fear not, Mary. ‘The church of 
Rome has made a perverse use of scripture char, 
acters, particularly that of Mury ; but have.not 
protestants been too sparing ‘in their notices of her 
worth ? She is seldom mentioned in our relig- 
ious discourses. But, though not te be deified, 
is she not to be honoured, as an example of fe. 
male excellence ? “Is not the ‘generation blind. 
and without moral taste, which does not call thee 
blessed ? "To her belongs the unexampled hon- 
our of bearing a son, whose name was Jesus, and 
who sits on the throne of his father David. 

From the delightful history of Mary we will 
select the circumstan¢e of her going to Jerusalem, 
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on the day appointed: in the law, to do as was 
written therein ; to present her child to the Lord, 
as became the mother of ‘him who should after- 
ward fulfil all'‘righteousneéss.// But what was the 
offering she*brought ? A lamb? No; she was 
notable. What was the offering ? Obedience, 
praise, and a pair of turtle doves. She was poor, 
and could not afford a lamb for a burnt offering. 
But God accepts. the smallest offerings of the 
humble and thankful ; the widow’s mite is high 
ly acceptable to him. A pair of turtle doves ! 
The offering, though not costly, well became the 
mnocence of the offerer, and the spotless purity 
ofthim on whom the spirit descended like a dove, 
"3 “Ne mothers, who experience the mercy of 
eaven in the hour of pain and danger, consider 
‘the gratitude and devotion of Mary ; invoke the 
blessing of God and of Christ on your infant 
children.. Humility, chastity, and devotion will 





never fail to recommend your petitions, Which 


of the outward gifts of divine providence do you 
esteem the best? Children. "Then devote them 
to the giver with thanksgiving and prayer. 
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